Q1. – Why is you chosen area worthy of research? Explain the rational for your topic.

· My dissertation title was A Study of Teaching Approaches for Children with Additional Learning Needs.

· This topic is relevant at the moment because with the new ALN transformation programme being published in 2018, there are a lot of reports being published by Estyn and lots of legislation to research by the Welsh Government on this topic area. 

· Additional learning needs is Not something that’s going to go away… it’s been around for decades and it will always be something that needs to be considered when making decisions for children or schools by head teachers and local authorities. 


· Last year I did a report on incision of children with additional learning needs in a special teaching facility within a mainstream school. I’ve always been interested in how inclusion effects a classroom and wanted to see if children with ALN benefit from it. I did an observation to support that also and I felt that it really helped me to complete the chapter on mainstream school in my dissertation.

· In 1978, Warnock proposed that statements should be used for children with additional learning needs, or special education needs as it were at the time. They were then introduced in an education bill that followed her report but, in 2005 when she published another report, she stated that statements weren’t working, and they weren’t beneficial. I was intrigued to find out why and what would be replacing them if anything was.

Q2. Summarise your findings
· From my findings I concluded that being in a mainstream class was beneficial for children with ALN because by being included, they’re mixing with other children all the time and they form friendships and good relationships with teachers. 

· Even though the ratio of children with ALN and teachers are not proportioned equally, studies by Estyn in 2020 showed that their attainment was increasing more than those of ability. In 2018/19, 25% of pupils with SEN achieved a good level of development, which is 1 percentage point higher than the figure for 2017/18 at 24%. There was no change in the percentage of pupils with no SEN who achieved a good level of development in 2018/19 at 77%.  


· Also, in one case study that I researched, it showed that integration wasn’t only beneficial for the children with impairments but for mainstream children too. They were made more aware of how diverse society is. Estyn reported on this case study in 2020. they found that by mixing the two schools, the mainstream pupils developed a ‘strong sense of empathy’ and care whilst gaining an understanding of diversity and there were many recognisable benefits for the children with ALN. These included; improved behaviour, enjoyment for learning, enhanced communication skills, friendships with mainstream and increased confidence and independence. 

Q3a.  if you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, what methodology would you have used? And why?
· I wanted to observe in a special school to see for myself the methods ive researched put into practise, however that wasn’t possible. Cottrell 2014 states that it can be difficult to select the most relevant material from the large amount of secondary research available. Which is what happened with my dissertation. 

Q3b. What would have been your ethical considerations?
· I wouldn’t have referenced anything that the children had said to me, nor used their names in my assignment, not used any videoing or voice recording. Nor would I have mentioned the school or establishments name.

· I recognise and take on board what the BERA 2018 guidelines state about consent. They stated in their guidelines that ‘the level of analysis in group focussed research should be taken into account where some members of the group refuse consent’ so I would have had to have made consent forms to be signed which state that they would be involved in my research but would not be names or referenced to, they can withdraw at any time and they can also request a copy of my assignment at any time. 

· Should any of them have refused, I would have had to have assessed the situation to see if it’s a true representation with that person missing. For instance, if the class teacher had refused there wouldn’t be a lesson to observe. 

· I also would have typed up my findings and daily diary so I would have a password protected computer and wouldn’t have saved it onto a memory stick in case I lost it which would be a reach of DPA and the bera 2018 guidelines.


Q4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?
· Weaknesses were that we could only use secondary research, I think that had a big effect on my work because I like to draw from experience otherwise, I question whether it’s true or not. It’s difficult to get a true reflection of what actually goes on in a special school without actually seeing it because ive never actually observed in one before. 
 
· When I did an observation last year for a different module I went into mainstream and s&L unit which helped me a great deal with this assignment which is why observation of a special school would have been very useful.


· I feel I described a lot and was not critical enough because I couldn’t find enough on certain topic areas for special schools. 

· I wanted to find out more about IDPs and how beneficial they’d be but there isn’t enough information out there yet. 

· As stated previously, it was difficult to filter down the amount of primary research out there and I was always questioning what was right and wrong. 

· Because it’s so recent that the new bill has come out, I found a lot of good Estyn reports and government legislation to reference throughout my dissertation. 


