Group Assignment
Contemporary Challenges

To do; 
1000 words
3 references 
1 Questionnaire 

THE VIDEO:
https://uowtsd.sharepoint.com/:v:/t/assignments301_GRP/EcsxxqghlsFLtsHKGItjkP8B7zkLEPma6RMcdZMxCMZGHQ 

THE PRESENTATION:
 https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/2205076_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/EbJwPl6seB5JvAiq6mFwL1gBYtSfHtfONfcUhEAl2ey8rQ?email=gwyneth.jones%40uwtsd.ac.uk&e=asVxmm 

THE SUPPORTED DOCUMENTS:

Our group: 
Fabiana Angel 
Kian Evans
Katerina Sugarova
Nikola Sugarova
Rebekah Jones (myself)

Problem Solving Challenge
The problem: recycling behaviour at the UWTSD SA1 Waterfront Campus is poor. Though there are basic recycling facilities (one for general rubbish and one for all recyclable materials), generally the bins are filled with mixed rubbish. This makes it difficult to the University to take advantage of savings that can be made by reducing the amount of non-recyclable rubbish generated by the campus. The aim of the project is to reduce the cost of waste disposal for the University and the investigation should consider how waste can be reduced, reused or recycled. 

The Plan
As a group we have decided to put together a plan that would create a bottle collection station that collects plastic bottles and plastic bottle caps, it will record and recognise student IDs to allow you to collect and earn points so you can win selected gifts (depending on your points’ scorecard) at the end of each semester. This would encourage students to take part and advantage of the opportunity to recycle more by making it more convenient to students. This is an opportunity for the students to get enjoy getting involved in the process of recycling, reducing waste and reusing materWe will be using the Gibbs reflective Cycle: The Gibbs Reflective Cycle is a framework for reflective practice that can be used to help individuals think systematically and critically about their experiences. It was developed by Graham Gibbs, a social psychologist and professor at the University of Oxford. As it can be used in a wide range of settings, from personal development and self-reflection to professional development and clinical practice. It also provides a structured framework for reflection, which can help individuals to learn from their experiences and improve their performance over time.
   Firstly, to empathise with the rubbish problem in universities, it is important to first understand the impact that it has on the environment, the community, and the individuals involved. For example, the improper disposal of waste can contribute to environmental pollution, harm wildlife, and damage ecosystems. It can also create health hazards, attract pests, and create unpleasant living and working conditions for those on campus. Then to empathise with the individuals affected by the rubbish problem in universities, it is important to put yourself in their shoes and imagine how it feels to have to deal with the consequences of improper waste disposal. This could include the frustration of having to navigate through piles of rubbish, the stress of having to clean up after others, or the guilt of contributing to environmental damage. 
    Additionally, it may be helpful to consider the root causes of the problem, such as lack of education about waste management, insufficient waste disposal infrastructure, or unsustainable consumption habits. Understanding these underlying factors can help you empathise with the challenges faced by universities and their communities in addressing the rubbish problem.  
    To take action and contribute to solutions, you could consider reducing your own waste footprint by using reusable containers and bottles, properly disposing of waste, and advocating for sustainable waste management practices in our university community. 

Here are some ideas that we generated so we can help address the problem of rubbish in universities:

1) Promote education and awareness: One effective way to tackle the rubbish problem in universities is to educate students and staff on proper waste management. This can be done through workshops, posters, and social media campaigns. Encouraging students and staff to reduce, reuse, and recycle can go a long way in reducing the amount of waste generated.
2) Improve waste disposal infrastructure: Universities can invest in better waste disposal infrastructure such as recycling bins, compost bins, and waste-to-energy plants. Having easily accessible bins and designated areas for waste disposal can encourage people to dispose of their waste properly.
3) Implement waste reduction policies: Universities can implement policies to reduce waste, such as banning single-use plastics and promoting paperless classrooms. These policies can be enforced through incentives, such as discounts on reusable water bottles and eco-friendly stationery.
4) Encourage sustainable consumption habits: Universities can encourage students and staff to adopt sustainable consumption habits, such as reducing food waste, using public transport or carpooling, and buying products with minimal packaging.
5) Engage the community: Universities can work with the local community to address the rubbish problem, such as organising clean-up campaigns and partnering with local waste management companies. By working together, universities and their communities can make a significant impact on reducing waste.
6) Set an example: Universities can lead by example by adopting sustainable practices themselves, such as using renewable energy, reducing water consumption, and implementing sustainable transportation policies. This can inspire students and staff to follow suit and contribute to a more sustainable future.

Gibbs’s Reflective Cycle;
Description; while developing our research we discovered many different methods of using new and improved techniques to recycle, reduce our rubbish wastage and reuse materials more but most ideas were very expensive. We found our idea a practical solution, still expensive but more efficient than other examples we found. 
Feelings; Some thoughts we had on this experiment was that most students don’t notice the effects of not disposing or managing rubbish properly. Some effects were environmental pollution, health hazards, habitat destruction, aesthetic digression that could definitely impact and affect the university’s reputation. 
Evaluation; students deserve a good environment along with their education and the expectation of a clean, hygienic campus is high. Although most students do feel as if the rubbish containment system does work, the recycling system is quite inadequate and has areas for improvement. 
Analysis; the students who took the survey have mostly all agreed that they would like to be a part of the movement we are trying to create to help reduce the impact of rubbish and help find solutions to increase our recycling efforts. 
Conclusion; I learned a lot about the university’s history and the approaches they took towards participating in this movement through out the years, all the attributes they have across the campus have multiple impacts that effect students, the public and the future and applaud their success within doing so. If I were to complete an activity like this or was involved in a movement similar to this I would like to say I would do the same thing really, I would collect my research, evaluate across the appropriate areas and then evaluate my results to determine my conclusions accordingly. 
Action plan;  

[image: ]To properly assess the problem and gather information on it I created a questionnaire that I shared with some fellow students to allow them to share their opinions and experiences, this also allows them to participate within the movement we are creating. The questionnaire we used is:  https://form.jotform.com/231276730609053 for reference. We had 6 replies that had similar results across the board. Here’s a screenshot of our responses


As you can see, the main message was how do they feel about the movement we are trying to create and how they felt about being apart of it. This allowed us to see the contribution they were willing to make but also how much they cared for the community and their part within it. Although most responses all stated that the rubbish issue isn’t the main concern but the problem would be the recycling facilities. So this leads me to believe that they have confidence within our idea being useful, useable, desirable, efficient and effective. 
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