



“Critically analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the killing of George Floyd”
The aim of the essay is to understand why the Black Lives Matter movement is in place and to understand the impact it has had on society. According to Campbell (2021) the aim of the Black Lives Matter is to raise awareness to racism and police brutality. This has united people all around the world due to using the phrase “Black Lives Matter”. The purpose of the movement is to highlight racism, discrimination, and inequality that the black people face. Campbell (2021) also suggests that action must be taken to address the unequal treatment. This is important as there have been many attempts to address the issue in society in a peaceful manner. These include taking the knee in football which many teams across the globe have participated and using their platform to show that racism is not acceptable. However, there have also been many protests across the globe marching for the people rights and to ensure that change is implemented.  According to Campbell (2021) in the UK specifically across all education boards that teachers must educate students on black history. This has meant it has become mandatory in the educational curriculum so that children have a deep understanding. 
Given the historical background of how society has changed over the years drastically there is still more that could be done to ensure that equality is at the for front of the people priority. According to Kültür. T et al (2020) the death of an unarmed black male George Floyd, who was killed by a white serving police officer. This happened in Minneapolis United states on May 25th, 2020. Therefore, this has created momentum to the Black Lives Matter movement. In addition, many activists in many parts of the world wanted to deface historic figures which associated with racism, slavery, and colonialism. This suggests that although society has changed the reminder of the pain and suffering was damaging for the people. Very early on in history many tragedies occurred before change was implemented this has caused conflict within society. For example, having a dominant white group influencing society and dictating influenced the political aspect between racial and ethnic minorities. According to Kültür. T et al (2020) this meant that the white ethnicity wanting to maintain control and preserve the hierarchy they would exclude the minorities. Throughout history this has been a repeated pattern. Examples include the extermination of Native Americans. Another example is the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) wanting to maintain white supremacy. Also, the slave trade and the economic exploitation of the blacks. The Civil Rights Acts was created in 1964 which started in the 1950s when a massive rights movement happened. This focused on the equality and legal protection of everyone. However, to maintain the message and aim of the Black Lives Movement they had maintain the attention of society and media. This is important as racial injustice and discrimination still happens today. According to Kültür. T et al (2020) the Black Lives Matter began in 2013 after the acquittal of the officer named as George Zimmerman who killed teenager Trayvon Martin in February 2012. The movement started on social media networks with the hashtag “blacklivesmatter”.
Despite more than 65 years of Civil Rights legislation there still inequality and injustices. According to Brunson, R.K et al (2021) there has been unequal treatment within the justice, education, healthcare, housing, and employment. This has captured the attention of policymaker, politicians, activists, and media by highlighting the flaws within the system that society obeys. Not only do black people suffer but of all colours and races. This can be seen through the lack of diversity and inclusion in society. Many people endured a negative experience and lack of support. Brunson, R.K et al (2021) these instances include impact in career success, being racially profiled by police, lack of professionalism during job interview, being subjected to bullying and violence. All these negative experiences that people endure can really impact a person personally. However, within some aspects more inclusion has evolved and supporting diversity. An example is greater progress in wanting to support students of all races and ethnicity. According to Brunson R.K et al (2021) more funding has been provided in supporting the students to achieve in academic institutions. This has provided support at higher level of education and enabling people to be educated. Therefore, has promoting professional development and a long-term solution. That is why equipping the person with necessary tools and skills in life will allow the person to flourish within society. This mean that the individual will feel supported which will be showing equality and diversity. 
In today society a major issue is the police brutality of black Americans have endured over the recent years. Especially as the purpose of the police is to protect and serve their country lawfully. According to Cunningham.J (2019) the relationships between the police and the black communities were estranged. This is because the struggle for fair treatment of the African American population by law enforcement was not always present. Furthermore, Cunningham.J (2019) suggests that as early as the 1930s and 2000s that police brutality has been a serious concern for decades. There have been many periods of protests, violence and calls for reform. The major concern is individuals who are part of law enforcement target males and female black civilians. This suggests that some law enforcement officers are being systematically racist. Cunningham.J (2019) suggests that in the 1980s due to the rising of police brutality again and occurring across America in many states caused great impact. This is because several officers who were serving on duty were being harmed or killed. This is because of the “increased tensions” with police and civilian interaction. This means that the relationships between the police and communities were fractured and there was no trust. Therefore, given that this happened in the 19th century and now the 20th century with police brutality people have never fully recovered and have become very wary. 
According to Howard.C et al (2022) suggests that many young adults distress about the fact that police brutality still occurs and is present in today society. Many Black Americans who are mistreated especially being subjected to excessive force by law enforcement is detrimental. For example, “Black men are 2.5 times as likely as white men to be killed by police”. These statistics are horrific as unwarranted force resulting in death is not acceptable. Howard. C et al (2019) implies that many protestors and activists demanded a change to the American policing. The reforms include police oversight, accountability and adjusting how public safety is delivered. The major concern is the stress that occurs and the impact of the well-being among communities which these events frequently occur. According to Howard. C et al (2019) witnessing such events of police excessive force can evoke historical trauma and pain. This can cause traumatic stress which will contribute to poorer and physical and mental health. Resulting in complications within society and given the power of social media can be catalyst in anger and frustration. In addition, Howard. C et al (2019) suggested that the fact Floyd murder was on social media this contributed to the concerns of the young adults. This is because it was publicised and on such a large platform everyone witnessed the police brutality. The implications of social media and the mass concern it generated by the public it only heightened the already strong feelings young adults had. Due to having unprecedented access to media and being exposed to such content for examples video this can take a toll on a person. Examples in which can cause someone harm become very anxious. 


However, media plays a significant role in also generating the out poor of anger and frustration the public feel towards police brutality. According to Mendes, A.C (2021) the death of George Floyd was captured on bystander phone camera which was uploaded to social media. The future will always remember this moment which was labelled “weird global media event”. This suggests that the very tragic death that unfolded when a black man who was unarmed died because of a police officer will remain on social media forever. Mended, A.C (2021) suggests that Floyd death was a huge significance and a catalyst which resulted in people showing “global solidarity”. This means it united everyone around the world and to not view any differences. The use of social media empowered people to integrate as one. This created a positive outreach to help mend the already broken relationships amongst each other (Mendes A.C 2021)
Many social media platforms supported the outcry form the public and the hurt and anger it has caused. According to Chang.H (2020) suggests that two black women music executives called Brianna Agyemang and Jamila Thomas called out other artists. Their intentions were to ask people to use their platforms wisely. This is when they posted on social media platforms such Facebook and Instagram timelines. The intentions were to raise awareness to systematic racism and involve everyday people. Chang.H (2020) also implies that a singular black square which became to known as “blackouttuesday”. However, in 2014 after the murder of black teenager Mike Brown by a police officer. Many people were angered by the fact that he was left lying on the floor for hours uncovered. This caused people to outpour their anger on social media of the fact there was dignity or respect shown to the lifeless body which is inhumane. According to Chang.H (2020) other hashtags were also created and formed. Examples of which were “AllLivesMatter”. This was an attempt to reject the claims of racism within the police. Another example is “BlueLivesMatter” this was an attempt to show support for the law enforcement. The use of social media can be extremely powerful allowing the opportunity for freedom of speech and for communities to form. 
To conclude given that society has evolved, and diversity is at the for front of most people minds. Many people are still very much racist and do not fit the new mould that society must now follow. Considering the historical background of very damaging times such exploitation through the slave trade and extermination of race and ethnicity. This does raise the question of how many people can still believe that they are above power and have superiority which is not acceptable. Especially in the case of law enforcement and abusing their role and power to undermine a person and cause harm. The fact that social media plays a huge role in society can be very much positive. This is because it raises awareness and a no tolerance to racism. The benefit of having social media is that if racism does happen it can be identified, and the person can be dealt with accordingly. However, there also negative aspects as it causes anger and creates mass issues within society. Therefore, when people become angry, they become emotional and trying to manage mass amount of people can also be very difficult. That is why it is important that society evolves, and that people change their views and attitudes. Deaths should not have occurred for people to realise that change is necessary as it is a little too late. This causes the public to have great fear and not feel safe. 
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