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Abstract
Community policing is active engagement within communities, including multi-agencies to achieve goals such as building and strengthening relationships, prevention of crime and community involvement (Office of Community-Orientated Policing Services, 2012). It is important for communities to observe community policing as it aids in developing solutions for social issues, particularly issues that youths are more likely to partake in; for example, anti-social behaviour is a rising issue in youths.
Children in the United Kingdom experience a range of hardships, such as problems with mental health, educational circumstances, youth crime and involvement with gangs, as well as family and home circumstances (NSPCC, 2019). This report will research and examine how police forces working with multi-agencies and communities can effectively and efficiently tackle obstacles surrounding challenges with children.
The purpose of this report will be to observe solutions in dealing with difficulties that children face, which end up with police intervention, along with other police partnerships. This report will be structured to discuss the challenges that children deal with, followed by evaluating the role of community policing and engagement in aiding children. Multi-agency working will be explored next, then multi-agency work with the police will be examined, lastly, concluding with solutions to challenges that children face.

Understanding the challenges faced by children
For children, in the United Kingdom, there is an increasing rise in numbers of those impacted by mental health problems, such as anxiety and depression (NSPCC, 2024). A continuous rise of children's mental health issues can contribute towards crime because a child may see certain types of crime as an escape from ordinary life, such as the act of theft. Children who partake in crime and aren't caught when they start doing it, continue to do so because it can be a coping mechanism for mental health issues so those around them don't pick up on the struggles they are dealing with.
‘Transforming Children and Young People’s Mental Health Provision: a Green Paper’ (2017) by the Department of Education explores and recognises the negative ongoing impacts of mental health within children and how it can cause potential for crime incidents to occur. For example, a child with challenging mental health may not have personal goals for their future because in their childhood, they witnessed domestic abuse as a regular behaviour pattern. The paper outlines that there is a 52% chance of challenges with social and behaviour problems for those children who have witnessed domestic abuse.
Children face more than surface level thought of issues, including involvement in gangs and exploitation from gang related activities like county lines. Children are becoming more involved with gang behaviours and groups because of factors such as financial challenges and the ever-increasing number of youngsters on social media. The National Crime Agency (2024) proves that gang exploitation and involvement is more serious than thought of because it has findings and evidence to support that the policing systems are under tensions, trying to aid in safeguarding the astounding number of young people who are vulnerable and have been targeted by gangs, to commit crimes for them. 
The gang involvement and exploitation experienced by vulnerable children go hand in hand with the mental health issues that some children deal with daily. A child who may be a ‘drugs runner’ in county lines, might be doing it to try and deal with financial problems and worries at home. They may have been promised wages but are then caught in the trap of being used by a gang and worried that they will be physically punished if they disclose their activities to their family and the police.

The role of community policing and engagement
The role of the police is to be a safe space for the public and to tackle challenges in communities so that they have the best opportunities to excel, in all aspects that they can. With children, this is extremely crucial as they are the next generations of communities and future decisions are at the hands of their actions at a younger age.
Building trust with young people is therefore one of many important factors to community policing and engagement. It is critical for the police to build rapport of trust with children who are at risk and vulnerable because they may already have doubts or distrust of authority due to reasons such as a past negative experience with authority organisations. The Code of Ethics (College of Policing, 2024) highlights the prevalence for police to achieve trust and solid foundations in communities, for better outcomes in all areas of the United Kingdom.
A police-community initiative to improve relations and trust with children is schools having liaison officers. A liaison officer works for the police and engages with students and young people to be a trusted adult and help build rapport between them. They build positive and impactful relationships through crime prevention workshops and therefore, are a core element for support and early intervention for children showing signs of needing extra support in their behaviour and challenges. The UK Government (2024) has provided resources such as some extra funding to schools such as Wolvey C of E Primary School, for more support and a new teaching assistant who is also a child liaison officer for students; creating double the benefit for the school and the challenges that children experience, who attend.
Community policing is also a vital area within policing (South Wales Police, 2025) as it targets localised issues. Through community policing, forces can connect with those who need support in a professional yet more comfortable and confident way. Police officers who are regularly around communities and the children within schools and communities often have better engagement rates and stronger rapports, creating an environment where intervention for children can occur far earlier, rather than after a crime has been committed.
An example of successful community initiatives from police forces is Operation Encompass, which alerts schools about a child who has witnessed or been involved in domestic violence. It is successful as it provides evidence that multi-agency partnerships with the police and other organisations are helping young people. It also allows for schools to make appropriate changes in systems, depending on a child's circumstances, such as free school meals provided or a lowered expectation for work to be completed out of class. In the coronavirus pandemic, Walklate, Godfrey and Richardson (2021), started conducting research on young vulnerable women who were at the forefront of being impacted by domestic violence. They found that the police were reacting to incidents in a productive time manner and maintaining the professional policing standards, stated in the code of ethics. Moreover, this relates to Operation Encompass because whilst police were reacting to the incidents, professionally and in line with standards, they would have made it a priority to safeguard vulnerable children. To do this, calls to social services would have been made and highlighted to liaison officers in schools, as well as other local organisations to provide aid for those children. 
Multi-agency working: a collaborative approach to supporting children
Multi-agency partnerships/ working are organisations which form close relationships to overcome challenges faced by communities, particularly children, by providing different areas of expertise such as social services, mental health services, youth offending teams and schools. They don't just provide advice and support for children, but also for the families surrounding them. Multi-agency partnerships are critical for strategically overcoming complex problems (McManus, 2023), especially impacting children because it enhances positive outcomes for the child, possibly lower crime rates in communities and allows for new innovative plans between services for protecting and safeguarding children. 
Multi-agency partnerships have many benefits for children facing challenges such as mental health, crime, gang and exploitation because they are a collaborative service. This allows for a more in-depth understanding for the situation a child is coping with because there is a different perspective from all areas of expertise. It is vital for each authority such as social services and the police to share information because it aids in a structured, coordinated and comprehensive response. The Council for Disabled Children (2014) describes that it is ever more important to make appropriate choices for children who do not have the capacity to make them, in a manner that is supportive and provides perspectives from different people across a board of organisations to do so. It is a positive example of how multi-agency partnerships work as they help to reduce tension and potential mental health issues in families. When multi-agencies work together, they don't have to worry about every small decision made to better opportunities for their child and the struggles they may be facing.

Overcoming challenges in community engagement and multi-agency working
Although there are evidently benefits to multi-agency partnerships, there are also some challenges faced by multi-agencies. There is a lack of financial funding for services to be able to budget around challenges children face. Although mental health is taken a lot more seriously, there is still not enough funding to provide help to every child in need. Gilburt and Mallorie, 2024, have concluded and agreed that “funding for mental health services has been increasing, but not enough to keep pace with demand.” Resources are also limited such as mental health facilities, youth club and supplies to provide education, which negatively impact effective engagement between agencies because it creates strain on crime prevention/ challenges children face initiatives. 
[bookmark: _Int_V4AAaZqA]Another concern is the sharing of children's data and confidentiality of vulnerable individuals. The police hold all information through high security but there are usually concerns about sharing data between agencies, due to legal and privacy limits. For example, if someone was to try and hack a computer system, it would cause data breach issues for all services in a multi-agency partnership. Therefore, to overcome these complexities, it is pivotal as agencies can communicate effectively and efficiently over children who are at risk of challenges, without worries of private information reaching unauthorised persons. The Information Commissioners Office shares that a person in authority may share personal information about a child if it is within the best interest of the child and within guidelines of being absolutely necessary to share.
In marginalised communities, it is a challenge to overcome barriers of different institutional perceptions, particularly in black and other minority ethnicities, which have been wrongly treated by police forced communities, in the past. It is also made more difficult by marginalised communities not having enough take on of black and other minority ethnicities police officers. The Lammy Review (2017) gives structured criticism that more minorities in the police forces, the better. Therefore, it is evidentially important for police officers to be trained, appropriately and regularly in empathy, sensitivity and cultural areas, to maintain and build relationships with all people in communities, particularly children who are the forefront of the future in the communities.

Solutions and recommendations
There are many ways that challenges children face can be overcome with police solutions. Improving community policing efforts is key for aiding in creating better relations between the police and children. In relation to this, some police forces have the offer for youths to join Volunteer Police Cadet Programmes. Pepper and Silvestri (2016) argue that it helps children develop a sense of pride, belonging and the eagerness to show good impressions of behaviour examples to other peers etc. Further funding for engagement programs with children would make a difference for children experiencing challenges because they would provide education on social and behavioural issues, as well as staff members trained in mental health. Funding could also be crucial to take on more officers in the police forces that are youth-focused and could be a part of the engagement programs and integrated into other organisations, like in hospitals.
To improve multi-agency partnerships, there should be training provided for staff of all organisations to lay out clear standards of frameworks and for cooperation guidelines, surrounding areas particularly of data protection and safeguarding information of vulnerable children.
Another solution to aid with children facing challenges could be the creation of non-government organisations, specialised in partnership work with local businesses to provide opportunities for children, especially those with challenges such as mental health, poverty, family instability and poor behavioural tendencies. These partnerships would increase optimistic ideals for children to aspire to and aid as early intervention within addressing ways to cope with crime and vulnerability. They could access the root causes through allowing children to open and express themselves in safe and protected environments, lowering crime rates overall, in communities. The charity ‘Catch 22’ (2023) helps young and vulnerable children facing challenges, mainly involved with criminal activities, find a new path through education, family aid and opportunities for employment. Charities such as Catch 22 are great for restoring children to safe environments with a hopeful outlook on life, instead of not intervening and potentially letting poor actions and behaviours catch up with them later in life. It shows young people that it isn't worth it to turn down or close doors to opportunities as it will not have a positive impact in the future, for themselves, their families or communities. 

Conclusion/ findings
To conclude this report, I have found that there are a lot of challenges that children face every day; whether it be through crime, socio-economic status, financial status, employment, health issues – physical and mental, and just general pressures of trying to grow and be everything at once, with the modern age involving social media.
The role of community policing and multi-agency partnerships is to come together, scope out initiatives to aid children and families in overcoming challenges and barriers. It is important that these support complexes are put into strategies so that communities can have trust in their police forces and councils, have healthy and happy people in the communities and be ready to make informed and structured decisions on the community in later life, for their future families.
Preventing youth crime and challenges with early intervention creates a positive environment for children to grow in, and better opportunities for them.
Whilst challenges still do exist, and will continue to occur, policing strategies and multi-agency partnerships offer the most effective and efficient solutions for children and families in communities. There is always room for more improvement and investment within communities, but small steps do create a big impact for small people.
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