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	What are the main barriers faced by children with Autism Spectrum Disorders in primary schools? 
A scoping review.
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This chapter outlines the phases undertaken to plan a secondary research (research question, structure, methods, rationale, aim, objectives) about the main barriers that children with ADS face in primary schools. 
The dissertation aims to highlight the gaps in the current research and to suggest new hints of study to improve the understanding of ASD and the quality of the support to children with ASD.
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The dissertation is based on a search strategy that oriented the identification and the selection of the information suitable to explain and analyse the topic.  In a preliminary step, small searches on terms were conducted to evaluate potential combinations of terms, type of data and studies available. The first set of keywords extracted from the research question was later extended to cover synonyms, professional terminology, different form of the words (grammatical and lexical), and concepts. The Booleans operators (AND, OR, NOT) helped to combine, find alternatives or exclude term and consequently to expand or narrow the search of suitable articles.
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The first search in the selected online databases (ScienceDirect, PubMed, ProQuest) produced results for all the terms. A next refined search narrowed the selection to five peer-reviewed articles, that were recorded in a Source Tracker Table including: Author, Year, Title, DOI or URL, Type of study, Main findings, Strength and limitation, Keywords. Recurrent patterns (words, concepts) were identified as Codes.
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AUTHOR
YEAR
TITLE
DOI, URL
TYPE OF RESEARCH
FINDINGS
STRENGHTS &
LIMITATIONS
KEYWORDS
CODES
Arnold, S. and Reed, P. (2019)
‘Measuring the word recognition abilities […]
Experiment with ASD pupils […]
Suitability of new test: 
Digital Reading Test […]
Assessment literacy skills (reading)
[…]
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The selected sources have been validated applying the CRAAP framework  (Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose). Validation in secondary research ensures the reliability and credibility of information collected in primary researches, but it cannot avoid the presence of gaps and biases in the original researches. The Source Tracking Table recorded notes on words and concepts. The recurrent patterns in the articles defined main themes that have been analyzed and discussed using current “grey literature” available online (other researches, government reports, white papers…).
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The suitable articles were further filtered through inclusion criteria to be eligible to the analysis: 
· Peer-reviewed articles
· UK-based researches
· Full access
· 2015-2025
· Primary school (mainstream, special)
· English language
· Autistic Spectrum Disorders (children)
· English
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Other articles were excluded by the analysis because: 
· Not Peer-reviewed articles
· Not UK-based 
· Limited access
· Other type of school
· Published before 2015
· Other type of Neurodiversity  
· Other language
· Not children
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In the secondary research, Ethics involves the management of information, that includes: 
· the citation and the referencing of the original sources and techniques against plagiarism;
· the assessment of the quality of the sources available in the databases;
· the selection of sources with clear informed consent agreement and anonymity (primary research);
· the  use of data for research purpose according the current law and guidelines avoiding any sensitive information that could violate the privacy.
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