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[bookmark: _Toc151741487]Introduction
The report assessment is based on the analysis and discussion of the community engagement programme in the United Kingdom. The programme or project chosen for discussion in the report is the provision of equality status and treatment to the disabled people of the community. The report will initiate the analysis by describing the project and the problems and objectives addressed by the engagement programme. The report will provide the targeted stakeholders of the programme which is the local community and their involvement in the propagation of the programme and the utilisation of social media platforms for serving the purpose. The location targeted for the programme will also be discussed thoroughly and the rationale behind it.
[bookmark: _Toc151741488]Description of the Project
Project
The community engagement project or programme which will be discussed in this assessment is the project of equality for disabled people initiated by Scope which is a disability equality charitable organisation located in England and Wales.
Problems
The project addresses the problem of the unequal treatment meted out towards people who are disabled and are discriminated against in every walk of their lives.
Objective
The main objective of the project is the empowerment of disabled people who are above 18 years of age and also for their families and unpaid caretakers through the involvement of the local people in taking action and bringing a change in the local community.
Targeted stakeholders
The main stakeholders of this programme are the local people of all the local communities where the organisation conducts its community engagement programme (Scope, 2023).
Community engagement Principles and standards
The practices of the community engagement programme of the charitable organisation are based upon the principles and standards of community engagement of transparency and trust through which the organisation must be clear and concise regarding the actions and processes of conducting the community engagement programme. The other principles of impact and action are also very important through which the programme ensures that each participant of the project or programme is potentially capable of making an impact upon the community (aese.psu.edu, 2023).
Potential benefits
The programme will be able to gain the potential benefit of eradicating the inequality faced by disabled people in the community and they will be treated as equals just like physically and mentally abled people.
[bookmark: _Toc151741489]Engagement of local community and social media
Participation in the local community
The community engagement programme of Scope Charitable Organisations actively engages the local people of the communities of England and Wales. The participation of these local people is of utmost significance for the attainment of the objective of the programme. These local people meet in groups once every month informally where they gather to discuss the different ranges of planned activities and also have the opportunity to meet other new people who are also willing to participate in the fulfilment of the objective of the community engagement programme. Every area where the engagement project is being conducted has a certain programme of the planned activities which is formulated and developed by the local people of each community which will help in the fulfilment of the equality of the disabled people objective of the programme (Scope, 2023).
Use of social media
The objective of the community engagement programme can be easily achieved through social media platforms. Social media in recent times has gained prominence and has emerged as the principal channel of communication between people and the members of a particular community. Some of the recommended social media platforms are:
Facebook- This is the most widely used social media which enables users to create profiles and pages for any kind of purpose or promotion. This will be very useful for the promotion of this community engagement programme to far and wide places.
Twitter- This social media forum will help create awareness through simple tweets which can be made by people all around the world. The striking feature of this platform is the hashtags which often get trended significantly.
Instagram- Instagram is a platform which is highly used by millions of users worldwide and allows users to constantly share posts and videos for any of the specific purposes they want to share (Steinmetz et al. 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc151741490]Locations of the programme
The community engagement programme of the Scope charitable organisation covers the entire of England and Wales. The community engagement programme of eradicating inequality among disabled people is presently being conducted successfully in the regions of the northeast of England, north-western England, the region of west midlands and north Wales, east Anglia and south-west England and south Wales. There is a specific reason for conducting the programme in these locations which is the highest proportionate rate of disabled people in these regions. The northeast of England constituted about 21.2% of disabled people which was followed by northwest England which accounted for 19.8% of disabled people's population (Waddington, 2023). North Wales had a disability population of around 83,100 and southeastern and western Wales constituted a disability population of 124,300 and 214,900 people respectively (statswales, 2023). The west midlands in the UK also report high percentages of the disabled population in the entire UK. The region states that 75% of the population of the region suffers from more than one kind of impairment. There is also evidence which states that out of 5 people 1 suffers from long-term health ailments or some form of disability which restricts their daily life activities (wmca.org.uk, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc151741491]Approaches adopted by the programme
The stakeholders of Scope's community engagement programme have adopted two basic approaches of community meetings and focus groups when fulfilling the objective of the community engagement programme.
Community meetings
The local people of the communities who are the main stakeholders have effectively adopted the approach of community meetings through which they form an informal meeting once every month. The local people have made a plan to meet once every month where they meet new people and also discuss the range of planned activities through which they can successfully achieve the objectives of the community engagement project. The instances of such planned activities and campaigns can be described as an improvement in the access to beaches by disabled people, sleep workshops for the parents and caretakers of these people, art workshops, disability awareness training, etc. (Scope, 2023). Community meetings in the form of public or town hall meetings are the most valuable method of sharing information among community members. The community meetings provide the opportunity for a face to face interaction and conversation between the people which helps in the demonstration of transparency and openness to the stakeholders (SustaiNet, 2019).
Focus groups
Focus groups are another effective approach which has been adopted by the community engagement programme of the charitable organisation. This approach helps the community members in the discussion process and also helps in reaching the small marginalised stakeholder groups. These groups are a result of the planned activities of the interactions done in the community meetings which helps in reaching a particular group of stakeholders like the local authority or government (SustaiNet, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc151741492]Engagement of community members through the planning process
Community participation- Community participation is one of the planning processes through which the community engagement programme can effectively involve the engagement of its community members. Many other terms are also used to refer to community participation such as consultation, involvement, community action, empowerment, community capacity building, etc. The most important outcome of community participation is the empowerment of people who are community members (ecomms, 2023).
Collaboration- The second most effective option of the planning process is collaboration between the community members of the community engagement programme. The practice of collaboration helps in the unification of the community members for the attainment of the objective of the community engagement programme or project. It helps individuals to unitedly work together for the achievement of the same objective. The process of collaboration involves principles of awareness, motivation, participation, mediation, engagement and so on. These principles will help in adopting collaboration as a process for the engagement of community members in the community engagement programme (Aiim, 2023).
Diversity and inclusion- The principle of diversity and inclusion is another essential option of the planning process which must be adopted by the community engagement programme that will help in the engagement of the community members of the project. The principle of diversity helps the community members to embrace the objectives and ideas behind the community engagement programme without discriminating against anyone on the basis of diversification. Inclusion thus involves the participation of every community member irrespective of the diversification between them (Daley and Velazquez, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc151741493]Lessons from the project
The community engagement project or programme of the Scope charitable organisation gives the outcome that every person in the community has equal rights and privileges. The vital lesson learned from this community engagement programme is that every disabled person belongs to the community and possesses the same rights and privileges as any other so-called 'normal' people or human beings who are physically and mentally fit. This community engagement project has given the opportunity to the disabled people to speak about their well-being and the restrictions faced by them (MindWell, 2023). This project has also aimed at listening to the grievances and statements of the families and unpaid caretakers of disabled people. Through this engagement programme, people around the nation get to know about the plights of disabled people who are deprived of many of the joys and privileges of life and how they are being discriminated against on the grounds of their disability and are not treated equally by the other civilians of the. The project has also made a successful attempt at amalgamating the local people of all the local communities where the programme successfully runs through the approaches of community meetings. This has helped in the success of the programme and it still continues to run for conferring the status of equality upon the disabled people (C3SC, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc151741494]Post-project plans
The most appropriate post-project plan recommendation for the community engagement programme is the promotion of the rights and privileges of disabled people through the Equality Act, of 2010. As the act effectively sets out nine protected characteristics which helps in the projection of those nine categories of people. One such category is disability which helps in the protection of disabled people from unfair or unequal treatment. The community engagement programme of the Scope charitable organisation can consider the promotion of the disability principles very strictly which may help more and more people to know about the principles of the legislation and get to know about the implications of the non-compliance of the legislation. The various stakeholders of the community engagement programme such as the local people the local communities, the local authority, the organisation and the government of England and Wales must take the necessary steps to recognise disabled people as an integral part of the community and help in the protection of their rights. With this act, disabled people will also get the status of equality and be treated as equals among the other community members (disability rights UK, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc151741495]Conclusion
The report has discussed the community engagement programme being regulated in the regions of England and Wales by the Scope charitable organisation. The report has discussed the approaches such as the community meetings and focus groups adopted by the stakeholders of the programme in effectively implementing to obtain the desired objective from the programme. The report assessment has also provided the options for the planning process through which the engagement of the community members can be enhanced. The report has also summarised the outcomes of the community engagement programme and the consideration of the post-project plans of the programme.
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