            THE ROLE OF C.P.S

The Prosecution of offence Act 1985 was enacted, after the release of the White paper in 1983.
Following the findings of the Royal Commission Report by Sir Cyril Philips [RCCP,1981].
 
A unified and independent Prosecution Team, to be made responsible for all public prosecution in 
England and Wales, he also advised the separation of the Investigation from the Prosecution
Processes, with a new locally based Prosecution Service. The Government of the day, only 
Implemented some parts of the recommendation and opted for a national Prosecution Service
Headed by the Director of Public Prosecutions [DPP] under the superintendence of the Attorney
General, which was not accountable locally, contrary to Sir Philips recommendation [RCCP,1981]
(Adams CBE, 2007) the merger of the DPP and the existing Police Prosecutions department
Became the CPS [Crown Prosecution Service] .

This concept of Independent unified Prosecuting body was embodied in the Prosecution of offences act 1985.
The Crown Prosecution Service started to operate in1986, under the direction of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 
Background:
Prior to the newly created Crown Prosecution Service, Police Forces in England, and Wales conducted
many of their own Prosecution, instructing private practice Solicitors or using County Prosecution Solicitors where those existed. The Director of Public Prosecution [D.P.P] only dealt with small numbers of important cases. (Adams CBE, 2007).
Although the Crown Prosecution Service, prosecute majority of the Criminal cases, there are police -led prosecution cases for “specified proceedings” where defendant pleads guilty, mainly summery only offences.
The Prosecutor must follow the fundamental principles the C.P.S codes which is the main foundation.
Prosecutor must be fair, objective, and Independent when deciding whether to prosecute a 
Criminal case. C.P.S must follow the Code for Crown Prosecution, [a] must be satisfied that there.
Is sufficient evidence to provide realistic prospect of conviction and [b] that it’s in public interest.
The Crown Prosecutor are qualified solicitor and barrister’s who work for the Crown Prosecution
Service.
The Crown Prosecution Service plays a vital role in the heart of Criminal Justice System and the 
Safeguarding of our democratic society as whole. 
In 2009 Crown Prosecution Service published a statement of Ethical Principles for Public Prosecutor
a. Act in accordance with the law ion England and Wales in a way that is compatible with the
Human Right Act 1998.
b. Prepare and conduct cases in accordance with the Criminal Procedure Rules.
c. At all times abide by the Code for Crown Prosecutors.
d. And uphold the Code of Conduct set by Professional regulators including the Solicitor Regulation Authority.
An important part of C.P.S duty is to ensure that Evidence, which may be favourable to the defendant, or which may undermine the prosecution case, the disclosure process should take place as soon as reasonably practicable in accordance with the law.
This statement sets out the professional conduct requirements which is expected of public prosecutors, this includes the requirement for a prosecutor to be independent fair and impartial this should remind all the public prosecutor of their duties to the court, to act with independence and in the interests of justice. (Hannibal & Mountford, 2021, p. 137)
Charging Decision:
It is always the duty of the Crown Prosecutor, to advice the investigating police officer what the appropriate charge should be if any, evidence supports and whether further evidence is required. Under section 4 of the code for CPS, to review the ongoing case file, to confirm that defendant has been charged with correct offence, that the evidential and public test has been satisfied. Prosecutor must act without fear, favour or prejudice, in the interests of justice and provide an open and fair criminal justice system.
Evidential Test:
When deciding to charge a suspect the two elements of the full code test must be satisfied.
a. There is sufficient evidence to provide for a realistic prospect of conviction; and 
b. That it is in public interest.
The evidence is the building block of any case, and it should not be taken lightly” it should provide evidence which demonstrate clear picture of the involvement of the accused, which is
beyond the reasonable doubt, balance of scale to tilt over to the charging decision, for that reason it should provide the realistic chance for conviction.” A case does not pass the evidential stage, then it must not proceed, no matter how serious or sensitive it may be” (Hannibal & Mountford, 2021, p. 137).
Crown Prosecution Service will be advising the Investigating Officer, if any further evidence is required for realistic prospect of conviction. if there is sufficient evidence then the C.P.S will 
Apply the public test, that prosecution is in public interest. This is also very important part of the any prosecuting case, if a case is not in public Interest and it can be settled with a simple caution or a fine then it should not continue for prosecution.it will save any unnecessary expenditure of public resources. Under section 7.1 of the code, an out-of-court [OOCD] may be given to adult
Offender, a simple caution, or a conditional caution can be given alternative to prosecution,
CPS guidance on cautioning and diversion available at [https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/cautioning-and -diversion] this a excellent way to divert from formal criminal proceedings However, if there are reasonable grounds for suspect to be charged, and it’s in public interest, the prosecutors must be satisfied, the objective assessment of the Evidence for reasonable grounds to believe the person to be charged has committed the offence.
      The Prosecutor must also consider any impact of defence information, the defendant likely to put 
      Forward or on which it may rely (Hannibal & Mountford, 2021, p. 141). 
      Criminal Procedure Rules:
     In 2005 Criminal Procedure Rules came into force, these rules and the Practice Directions,
      underpin the whole litigation process. (Hungerford, et al., 2020)
     1.1-[1] the overriding objective of this new code is that criminal cases be dealt with justly
        [2] dealing with a criminal case justly includes-
         [a] acquitting the innocent and convicting the guilty;
         [b] dealing with the prosecution and the defence fairly;
         [c] recognising the rights of a defendant particularly those under article six of the European 
              convention on human Rights;
        [d] respecting the interests of witnesses, victims and jurors and keeping them informed of 
              the progress of the case;
        [e] dealing with the case efficiently and expeditiously;
        [f] ensuring that appropriate information is a valuable to the court when bail and sentence are 
            Considered: and
        [g] dealing with the case in ways that take into account-
        [i] the gravity of the offence alleged,
        [ii] the complexity of what is in issue,
        [iii] the severity of the consequences for defendant and others affected, and
        [iv] the needs of other cases.
       1.2-[1] each participant, in conduct of each case must-
         [a] prepare an conduct case in accordance with the overriding objective;
         [b] comply with these rules, practice directions and directions made by the court; and
         [c] at once inform the court and all parties of any significant failure [whether or not that
       participant is responsible for that failure] to take any procedural step required by these rules,
       any practice or any direction of the court. A failure is significant if it might hinder the court in 
       furthering the overriding objective.
      [2] anyone involved in any way with a criminal case is a participant in its conduct for the purposes
      of this rule.
    1.3-[1] the court must further the overriding objective in particular when-
      [a] exercising any power given to it by legislation [including these rules];
      [b] applying any practice direction; or
      [c] interpreting any rule or practice direction.
       Victim support:
       The CPS works to support and aid the victims and witness throughout the prosecuting process,
       ensuring needs of vulnerable witnesses and offering support service if necessary (CPS, 2022)
      The Crown Prosecution Service role, is not just a Prosecuting body but it plays a significant role in 
      the heart of the Criminal Justice System in England and Wales. Overall, its performed very well 
     since it has come into existence [1986], but lately it has come under pressure, due to lack of 
     resources, because of cuts to its legal staff reductions by CPS (Bowcott, 2013)
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