Preparing for professional police practice.

Policing by consent is integral to the UK’s policing structure, without it, it can cause chaos within Britain. Policing by consent was a part of Sir Robert Peel’s ideas of policing that is ethical. It achieves this by setting out the clear rules and powers the police have to the public- this gives them a general understanding and allows them to understand better, allowing the public to agree with policing, causing a general following of laws. 
[bookmark: _Int_NixnTQoY][bookmark: _Int_wO9R6EFE]It would be anarchy if a lot of the UK did not follow this due to the fact that there is just way more of the public than there are police.  As of 2023, there were, 171,000 officers compared to, ‘67, 565, 802 of the general public in 2023.’ (Statista, 2024) The number of police officers has been removed from this statistic so it is as accurate as it can be. Examples will be explained further down this assignment on times when the public did not agree with the way policing was going in Britain allowing the police to adopt the policing by consent structure. These events really did shape policing for the betterment of the service and its relations with the public.


It is of upmost importance that police officers utilize their role of policing by consent and that the public follow it. It is important because it allows a more effective police service that is catered towards the public allowing a more harmonious and trusting relationship between police and citizens. It would allow the police to be more effective as it lets the police have a much quicker response time to situations because the public are following the rules set in place by their own admission making less scenes that the police have to attend. Policing by consent also has a positive effect on the public and lets the public believe in the police more as the police are not seen as a force, but a service to the public ‘68% of the public thought that the police were doing an excellent job in 2021/2022’ (UK Parliament, 2023). It is also the role of an officer to be of service to the public. It has been shown that if the public feels as though the police have more power than they should have, they will fight against it and it has come to violent riots which were extremely difficult for the police to tackle due to the sheer number of members of public that were involved. 

The Brixton riots is one example of when the public disagreed with the actions of the police. It was even actually the event that caused the PACE Act to come in- the police and criminal evidence act which set out the powers and procedures the police had to follow.  This is one event that had changed policing in the UK for possibly forever. The Brixton riots was a major protest that happened in Brixton in 1981 where it was fuelled by the public being opposed to the amount of power the police had as quoted from an article by Karim Murji where Karim explains an encounter he had with a man where he states to Karim ‘The police do what they want and we do what we want’ (Karim Murji, Observing the Brixton Riots).  It really kicked off because there were strains between the police and those of a black ethnicity, this would be through random stop and searches on innocent people- mainly young black males, for no reason other than the colour of their skin. The quote of ‘the police do what they want so we do what we want’ shows that the public was not happy about the way the police was conducting themselves and the public felt that they had no power over police and their unlawful searches and had to deal with it like it was nothing, sparking the events that led to policing by consent and as stated the Police and Criminal Evidence Act or more commonly known as PACE that was introduced by the Home sectary when William Whitelaw twenty months earlier made a publication alluding to the police adopting it.
Policing by consent greatly impacts society in a positive way, it allows citizens to feel safer where they live meaning that they would stay in that place for longer, it would also encourage families to move to that area because crime rates would be lower allowing more money to flow into the area. Because crime rates would be lower, it would also mean that it is less encouraging for someone to commit a crime, whether in an area were crime is higher, it is more likely for someone to commit a crime- it's like a knock-on effect, ‘ Crime was higher in the most deprived areas compared with those in the least deprived areas in England (19% compared with 14%)’ (GOV.UK, 2012) It would also mean that more people would sign up for the police because they wouldn't be as intimidated as they would be if the crimes in the surrounding area were higher and more violent for example. 

There are a couple of things put in place for the police of today to follow to be as fair as possible and to keep in line of maintaining the professional standard the police put in place for its officers, one of them being the code of ethics. Some commodities of the Code of ethics being, ‘objectivity, fairness and respect’ (College of policing, 2024). Within every situation a police officer attends they are going to use the code of ethics for example, as a scenario, police stop a woman as she matches the description of someone who was reported to be carrying a bladed article. It is found that she follows a religion that forbids men from touching her but the officer stopping her is male. To assure he stays respectful and following the code of ethics he can call a female officer to do the search instead or take the woman down to the station to get searched by a female.  
This scenario is one example of ethical decision making because even though he does have the power to search the woman, he’s aware of her religion and wants to respect it. This also helps with the professionalism the police are to carry themselves at, at all times. It is a necessity that the police remain professional and ethical as it can positively affect how the public view them and allows the public to place more trust in the police ‘Effective policing is built on trust and confidence this depends on policing that is ethical and professional’ (College of policing, 2024) and it is also stated that ‘the code of ethics is central to the professionalism of the police service’ (Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing Students, 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_ioWWzbIE]When it comes to policing powers, they must be exercised fairly to whoever is on the other end of it. The police must also be aware that certain communities have less trust in the police than others so naturally, they are going to question a few things when stopped. An example would be stop and search, the stop has to be ‘lawful, with respect and without unlawful discrimination’ (College of policing, 2024).  Stop and search powers have a history of being abused by the police, especially towards those of a black ethnicity, even until recently, those of a black ethnicity are targeted more by police than those of a white ethnicity, ‘As of the end of March 2023, 24.5 searches for every 1,000 black people and 5.9 for every 1,000 white people’ (Gov.UK, 2023).
  Instances like these will have an effect on how certain communities view and interact with the police, especially when it is still a problem as of recent. To assure a stop and search is fair it can’t be based on biases, as a scenario, a lot of stop and searches a police officer does is of teenagers that dress in all black clothing, so they have developed an unconscious bias towards that group, just because that certain police officer spots a group of teenagers dressed similarly, does not warrant a stop and search as that is acting on a bias and is therefore unfair as the teenagers did not do anything to warrant a search. 

There was a case in recent times where people questioned policing. This is the case of Serah Everard and Wayne Couzens. Wayne Couzens was a police officer who lured Serah on the basis that she was not following Covid-19 rules, because he was a police officer Serah had trusted this man and took his word for it. He later ended up raping and killing Serah and when this got out to the news it made the public, especially women, a lot more wary of the police. ‘Understanding the concerns of women in London is really important to us’ (Metropolitan police, 2021) This Quote being from the Metropolitan police replying to concerns of women after the Wayne Couzens case.  It also prompted investigations inside the police and uncovered group chats in which police officers in those group chats were extremely homophobic, racist and sexist further causing damage to the police and public relations as these also came out to the public eye. This is an example of how policing powers can be abused and the result of it affected the trust the general public had in the police in the UK.
It’s in cases like this when we see people bringing up that the police need a reform especially in recent statistics showing that ‘not satisfied rose from 26% to 36% as of 2020’ (The Police Foundation) and ‘between the years of 2016-2020 police doing a good or excellent job dropped from 63% to 55%’ the report goes on to talk about how there needs to be a reform in the police, the main focus being on ‘skills, police and public relations, training and organisation’ (The Police Foundation, 2022).


One reason people also follow policing by consent is because they know that it comes with consequences like jail, or community service. Not only that it can also affect what kind of job they can and cannot apply to. This- naturally, has a knock-on effect on others and keeps them from doing anything out of line. Though, in recent times, it has been shown that people following policing by consent has shortened, this can be seen through crime statistics in the Uk and how certain crimes have been on the rise. 
 The official Government website visited shows statistics of crime in England and Wales between the years of 2022 and 2023. It does show that overall, crime did have a rise from the year previous ‘Police recorded crime levels increased for most crimes’ (GOV.UK, 2023) an exact of a 5% rise in crime excluding any computer misuse crimes. This could show that the publics consent of policing is on the decline and could decline further in future, this could possibly mean that the police have to adopt a new tactic but on the other hand it could raise concerns, strain police-public relationships and cause riots to happen again against the police.
Overall policing by consent allows a more uniformed police service and better relations with the public and it has been discovered how past events have helped to shape policing the way it is in today's modern UK. It has also been found that policing by consent is beneficial towards the police and the public as it allows a more uniformed society allowing policing to be more effective and for policing to focus on the main problem areas. It’s hard to think about how different policing would be today if policing by consent wasn’t a thing, but a conclusion can be drawn based off of past events like the Brixton riots where policing was completely different to today's policing. It also shows how easy it is for events to trigger massive situations that can result in major damage and even deaths and it's from these where the police can see what happened to trigger it and how they can avoid it in future. It also highlights the significance of policing powers and the professionalism of the police can affect certain communities but when done correctly and not in excess, allows a more harmonious relationship between the police and the Public.
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