Early Years Education: Global Views and the Welsh Approach

World Views on Early Childhood Education
· Different countries do early years education differently.
· Some focus more on school readiness and academics, others focus more on play and wellbeing.
· For example, in Finland it’s very play-based and child-led.
· In England it’s more structured earlier on.
· Over time, views have changed because we now understand more about child development and how important early years are.
· There’s also more focus on children’s rights, like giving them a voice in their learning (linked to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child).
· Not every country does the same thing — it depends on culture, values, and government priorities.


Religious Education (RE) in Early Years in Wales
· In Wales, Religious Education has changed quite a bit with the new curriculum.
· It is now called Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) as part of the Curriculum for Wales.
· The focus is broader than just religion — it includes different beliefs, worldviews, and ethical understanding.
· RVE is mandatory, but parents can still choose to withdraw their children.
· In early years, teaching is very age-appropriate. It’s not about formal teaching of religion, but more about:
· Exploring different beliefs and traditions
· Celebrating festivals
· Encouraging respect and understanding of others
· Talking about values like kindness, fairness, and belonging
· It links closely with the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience, helping children understand the world around them.
· Teaching is usually done through stories, play, discussions, and real-life experiences rather than formal lessons.


Key Points for Discussion
· World views on ECEC are changing because of research into child development and a greater focus on wellbeing.
· There is no single global approach — it depends on culture, policy, and priorities.
· Wales has moved towards a more inclusive and modern approach with RVE.
· In early years, learning is more about exploration and understanding than formal teaching.
· There is still a balance between education, choice, and parental rights.

