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Curating an exhibition 


I intend to curate an exhibition displaying gig poster art from 5 different artists. A gig poster is a limited print of artwork endorsed from the band/musician with intentions to sell at live shows. There is great importance between the connection of music and the arts. Whenever music is made for the public, it can potentially create a wave of visual imagery, whether it’s artwork on album covers, artwork displayed in merchandise to sell at shows or on a website. You create a a first impression of how the music might sound by looking at the artwork. It represents the band and can become part of their branding. (Guest post, 2019). There are many reasons why art will be made in response to music, but the focus here is the art that gets made on gig posters. Illustrator Dan Stiles describes the importance of a good gig poster is that “it has to convey the spirit and vibe of the music that the band plays” (K. Cutruzzula. 2017). Anyone who has been to a live concert has potentially got a gig poster laying around somewhere, to some others it’s their prized possession proudly displayed on their wall at home. While another might have some safely tucked away kept in pristine condition. Gig posters have the power to bring back nostalgic feelings of the band or concert and can form connections with the audience. (B. Moore, 2015). However, they don’t just hold sentimental values, they can be an art investment. The best gig posters work at a level far beyond their original function, they transcend advertising and stand as works of art. (C.Hayes, gig posters). 

The importance here is the poster itself, the origin of posters dates back to the late 1700’s where  the invention of Lithography began. It was a slow and expensive process which consisted of colourless wood and metal engravings. Jump forward 200 years and the process can be either done painstakingly slow by hand or mass produced by machine. However for the gig poster it usually has a limited run mainly chosen for a specific venue or tour. In which a limited run brings forward on why the gig poster can be a sound art investment. Limited edition makes things rare, it holds a stronger value on why it was made, it could mean a smaller produced run of posters before the band/musician “make it”. These reasons hike up the value and makes art investors or fans more intrigued in acquiring these pieces of art. Another thing that makes a true gig posters special is the fact that the process of making the artwork on these limited prints require a limited use of colour, mostly two with layering of of paint and stencil typically on silkscreen or Giclee, paper. Elevating the work to stand out in bright vivid images or typography while using areas of negative space. The gig poster may look simple but it’s a craft that only great illustrators can manage successfully. 
Despite many turning to digital illustration over the old fashioned traditional way of making them, the craft in the silk screen process is still mostly adopted by the artists, to keep the authenticity of the poster unique. (A. Schweitzer, 2014). 
[image: ]I intend to hold the exhibition at the Mission gallery Swansea. The reason being is the shape of the venue. 

                                                              Mission gallery floor plan 

As you can see the floor plan kind of resembles a venue where bands/musicians would play. The larger landscape area representing where the crowd would be at a live concert and the smaller curved area at the back being the stage. I feel holding an exhibition in this desired place may create a sense of time and place when the spectators are viewing the artwork. According to N.Andrews (2018) “Nostalgia is defined as a sentimental longing for a period in the past. Establishing in our culture from music, which evokes the feeling to fashion, television, art, and the obsession with youth, youthfulness and young culture”

[image: ]The mission gallery is a small intimate venue and having spectators squeezed into this exhibition space creates a live venue feel. I want the experience to bring back those nostalgic moments for the spectators. 
                                                             External view of mission gallery 

I feel this venue would attract the attention of non regular art exhibitors due to its theme. Many art exhibitions often display contemporary art/installations that’s directed at students, teachers and  aspiring artists. While having this smaller space to display could mean that spectators won’t have to be consciously aware of being in an art exhibition by having a relaxed atmosphere. I intend for the spectators to immerse themselves in the exhibition and be physically present to appreciate the craft gone into the work. As we are currently living in a world of lockdown and restrictions, the physical interaction has been on hold as the digital world has guided us through the global pandemic. Even the signage of reading ones face has become difficult as masks hinder our ability to read others. We have become socially aware of how even the little things such as going to the cinema or to a gig has be greatly missed. Therefor this exhibition could target a new audience of art goers who have missed the social interaction over the last year. The pandemic has made us aware of how important these events and social interactions are, despite this the  digital era of technology has made things easier during the pandemic. I believe it’s elevated our desire to crave these social events or gatherings. Therefore I feel gig posters are relevant now more than ever in the digital age. Holding on to these physical artefacts is a way of bringing something back to the digital world. (N.Hasted, 2012).

You may be wondering why a gig poster exhibition,  when the points I have been making on the  importance of the connection between the band and fans, or how they are sentimental souvenirs to remember a gig or event. I simply want to celebrate the craft of the illustrated concert poster. Usually an agreement between the band and artist have been discussed that the artist can also sell them online, holding the right to to the image, and to potentially print more pieces when desired. Therefore to the artist it’s more than just a gig poster, its their hard work, their focus and determination, it’s their artistic style, personality and how they make a living. 
                                                                             




[image: ]As spectators arrive into the venue the would be welcomed with music being played at a low volume featuring songs from the band/musicians featured on the wall. Further creating that nostalgic feeling of a live venue. To the left there will be displayed Fig one – Bob Dylan poster by Ken Taylor. This poster would be targeted to the older generation of music lovers, as a musician as iconic as Bob Dylan wouldn’t be unknown to any one with an interest in music. Ken Taylor is one of the most sought after illustrators in music and film. (Mondo, 2016) Producing legendary posters from Bob Dylan to Rolling Stones. Also responsible for a great original and official artwork for classic films. Anyone with a keen interest in concert posters would know who this illustrator is and even tell you who the artwork belongs to as his work is very recognisable. 

[image: ]                                                                                   
                                                                                    Fig one

[image: ]Accompanying to the right of the Bob Dylan poster is a more modern band but just as iconic in their own right. Fig 2 is the band Arctic Monkeys, by design studio, DKNG. Their catalogue of classic songs/albums make them a very popular band that can be appreciated by a wide ranging audience. Whether you’re a fan of the band or not, their status as an iconic rock band is undeniable and the work of the design studios can also be appreciated. Simple yet effective type placed directly in the middle makes you read who it is first. Grabbing the immediate attention of the audience. The way the layers have been placed in the three tone silkscreen elevates the image to catch the viewers eye.


                                                                                     Fig two

















[image: ]On the right hand side of the venue there will be a further 2 posters. Immediately to the right is another legendary band in Led Zeppelin. Fig three represents the era where gig posters really took off. In the psychedelic era, this band also leads the way of having a major Influence on the many musicians and music even today. While their music style was diverse, they came to be well known for their influence and development of heavy metal. (Fast, 2012) 


                                                                                Fig three


Next the poster is another modern band who’s lead singer has been heavily influenced by the music of led zeppelin and Bob Dylan, conjuring up his own original music in the form of a two piece. The band The white stripes are very recognisable with songs appreciated from music lovers of all tastes. 
[image: ]The artwork however is also a great example on how the simple combination of colour, space and font work to produce eye catching illustrations. Fig four by Rob Jones who produced a lot of limited edition white stripes posters during their time as a formed band, has elevated the desire for a silkscreen print of his work hard to come buy. Or if you can afford it, you will find many around on places like eBay for a staggering amount of money. Ranging from £100-800. Further displaying the evidence that not only is a gig poster a souvenir but an art investment. His work is among the most collectible posters of the modern rock era. (King, 2009)

Lastly at the back of the gallery, is the fig five poster also by DKNG studios by the band Arcade Fire. 
A band who have a diverse range of music styles and influence over the past decade, changing styles and experiencing a new sound with each album. Starting off as a folk they have developed into a rock/pop band but the core of what makes them ‘Arcade Fire’ is still there. This piece of artwork is another great example of the effectiveness of silkscreen art. What I find interesting is the correlation between the bands names which then influenced the style of art produced by the artists. It fits with the theme of the bands without representing anything that could be misinterpreted with the use of fire. 
[image: ]                                        




                                                                             Fig five 

So while there’s no sense of direction in the gallery I wanted it to be open to explore in any order or way the spectators want. In hope to achieve a intimate and cultural experience. 
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