CASE STUDY: ZANZIBAR
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Quick Statistics & Facts
· Capital: Zanzibar City.
· President: Ali Mohamed Shein.
· Status: Semi- autonomous region of Tanzania (The Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar).
· Population: 1,303,569(2012).
· Official Languages: Kiswahili, Arabic, English.
· Ethnic Groups: Shirazi/Waswahili (Zanzibari Bantu‘Africans’) [56%], Zanzibari Arabs [17%], other Arabs, Persians, Indians, Europeans of mostly Italian, Portuguese and British descent [27%].
· Religion: Islam [98.9%], Christianity [0.6%], Indigenous [0.5%](2012).
· Main Industries: Spices (cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon and black pepper), Raffia Palm and Tourism. (BBC News 2018)
[image: ]
Quick Pointers 

· Officially known as Zanzibar (Swahili/English) and زنجبار (Arabic) Zanjibār. Unofficially known as the Spice Islands.

· The islands of Pemba and Ugunja (Zanzibar) make up the collective of Zanzibar a semi-autonomous region of the greater Tanzania. 

· A former major centre of the spice and slave trade in East Africa.
[image: ]
· Before 1963 was a separate country but joined with mainland Tanganyika in a revolution, forming an independent Tanzania in 1965. (BBC News 2018)

· Considered to be part of the “Swahili Coast Region” that stretches from the bottom portion of Somalia passes through Kenya and culminates in Northern Mozambique, encompassing the Union of the Comoros and even Northern Madagascar.

· Tanzania's mainland population is 45 % Christian, 35 %Muslim, and 20 %indigenous religions. Islam spread from the periphery to the interior through trade in the twentieth century.

·  Sufi orders popularized Islam. About 70 percent of Tanzanian Sunnis are affiliated with Sufi orders; the Qadiri accounts for 75 percent of all brotherhood followers. Shadhili, Askari, Ahmadi-Dandarawi, and Rifai are other active brotherhoods. (Esposito)

Brief History

· [bookmark: match]The population of Zanzibar is almost entirely Muslim. Archaeologists and social scientists have found the earliest settlements of Arab Muslims dating back to 8th century from the Middle East, subsequently followed by Muslim merchants from the subcontinent.
· The Muslim community was cosmopolitan from the beginning and developed its own distinctive Swahili culture, language and literature with the local Bantu tribes.( Bloom et. al)
·  The Sultanate of Oman gradually extended its influence in the eastern Indian Ocean, culminating in the relocation of the capital from Oman to Zanzibar under the Bū Saʿīdī dynasty in 1832. Following a period of Portuguese domination and significant cultural and religious influence.
· A British protectorate was established at the end of the 19th century, maintaining control until independence in 1963. A violent revolution in 1964 killed and drove out many of the Arabs, and Zanzibar joined Tanganyika to form the United Republic of Tanzania. Zanzibar however retains substantial autonomy.
· [image: ] In the early 1300s the town of Kilwa (in present-day Tanzania among one of the oldest Muslim communities in the world) emerged as the leading Muslim port city, but other towns, such as Mombasa (Kenya) and Pate (Kenya) further to the north, also played an important role in the formation of a unique coastal cultural fusion, whose carriers came to be known as the Swahili from the Arabic sawāḥil and spoke a language, based on Bantu grammar and a largely Arabic vocabulary, which became the dialect of East and Central Africa, and the only official language of the operating languages of the African Union .(Bloom et. al)
· In the past, the Swahili were traders, serving as a crucial channel between the peoples of the interior and the wider world. As early as the 7th century, ships following the seasonal monsoon winds travelled between the Arabian Peninsula and the East African coast. (Vonsivers et.al)
· By the 12th century Swahili traders (though often forgotten in history) were part of a network that included the Middle East, India, China and the Mediterranean world. During the 10th century, for example, they played a key role in the transport of gold, ivory and rock crystal that figured prominently in the arts of the Mediterranean. By the time the Portuguese arrived on the coast in the late 15th century, there were more than 400 extensive Swahili sites along the East African coast.
· Islamic culture flourished and prospered in syncretic harmony with existing beliefs along the coast, laying the groundwork for the spread of Islam inland by natives themselves, forming small enclaves and there too slowly integrating with indigenous belief systems. In Uganda, the 17th century Kabaka (rulers of Buganda) took a great interest in Islam, welcoming Muslim traders and scholars from Kenya and Zanzibar, and eventually became Muslims themselves, thus laying the foundation of an indigenous Muslim community in the region. (Bloom et. al)

Arab Islamic Influence On The Swahili Language and Literature
· Origins of the Swahili have long been debated, but current research indicates that they are clearly African, although contact with outside influences, particularly Islam and associated written and spoken Arabic, has resulted in a culture distinct from that of the rest of East Africa. 
· Elements of Swahili culture have also diffused into many parts of the hinterland, often blurring simple distinctions between coastal and hinterland peoples.
· [image: ]Swahili as a language, and culture is fundamentally built on Islam. Completely embedding Islamic ideals and traditions deep in the heart of its African countries along the Sawahil coast, and play an overwhelming role in countries like Kenya, Tanzania and the Comoros, where Swahili has been used as a uniting force.( Chanfi)
· Larger Swahili towns were characterized by elaborate mosques built from coral blocks and with mangrove pole ceilings.
· Later mosques would offer a clear picture of the Swahili sense of ornament. Decorative plasterwork, hand carved  on site, embellishments on the walls of 18th- and 19th-century buildings. Intricate motifs included rosettes, curves and spirals, chains, zigzags and geometric shapes. Similar motifs are found at the entrances to some of the contemporary houses of the élite. Here, similar designs are employed all set on a heavy raised sill. They are often called “Zanzibar doors” after the island where their quantity and complexity was unsurpassed, though they were also made in such other places as Lamu, [image: ]Malindi and Mombasa in Kenya.
· Of all the Islamic literatures of Sub- Saharan Africa the Swahili contribution is by far the most extensive, even though numerically Swahili speakers the Berber, Fulani, Galla, Hausa, Mande, and Somali nations. (Chanfi)
· Swahili literature was formerly written in the Arabic script. Swahili literature is also the oldest: the first datable text comes from 1652.
· The history of Swahili literature is closely linked to the geographical position of the Swahili coast between Mogadishu and Mozambique, a thousand miles long and only forty miles wide. The poetic activity was the fruit of the commercial towns, the majority dating from the Middle Ages: Barawa, Kisimaiu, Siu, Pate, Lamu, Malindi, Mombasa, Tanga, Bagamoyo, Dar es Salaam, Kilwa, Mikindani, and Zanzibar. Commercial ties with the Middle East existed from time immemorial and were documented around the seventh century, mainly with the port towns along the Gulf, the Red Sea, and the South Arabian coast, and also with the towns on the west coast of India.(Chanfi)
· [image: ]With the power of Islamic leaders after 1729, the Swahili towns flourished, and so did their literature, especially the Islamic epic, the kasidas (hymns to Muḥammad), and the waadhi or admonitions to believers. The tradition of writing Islamic poetry continued throughout the nineteenth century and is alive today. Muslim scholars write hymns and prayers (dua) to be sung in the mosque. Al- Inkishafi (The Soul’s Awakening) A LOVE POEM WRITTEN BY: Sayyid Adballah (Zanzibar, 1720-1820?? Unknown)


Religion & Society In Zanzibar.

· Zanzibari people were a exceptionally spiritual people even before the arrival of the world’s major religions.
· The ancient roots of Islam lay in Tanzania lay in Zanzibar and the coastal region meant by the identities of merchants, traders and teachers, who spread the faith became lost and erased during the colonial period.
· In the initial stages of colonial rule there was a revival of Islam in response to external European influences. (Knappert et. al)
· At the coastal mainland settlement of Bagamoyo, letters claiming to have originated in Mecca called for a rejection of European values. At the same time, the Qadiriyya brotherhood was brought to Zanzibar from Mecca and another branch of Qadiriyya from Somalia. 
· The usual Muslim place of worship in Zanzibar is the mosque or mskiti in Swahili. Despite the relative poverty of Muslims in comparison with Christians, Muslim communities endeavour to erect a place of worship even if only with simple natural materials.(Knappert et.al)
· [image: ]Mosques on the islands of Ugunja and Pemba overflow with the faithful of every age on a regular basis. The local representations of Islam and Christianity are extremely dynamic engaging in a synthesis of old and new forms of spiritual expression. Those who are not Muslim or Christian in Zanzibar are steadfast in maintaining and practicing their traditional beliefs.An Example of an Advertisement of an Astrologer, (in Swahili known as: Mganga/ Daktari wa Kienyeji) employing social media to reach a greater audience. ‘Astrologers’ from the Swahili coastal region are widely known to be the best and most credible .

· [image: ]Religious communities also foster social isolation. Interethnic marriage is common, but mixed religious unions are more rare.(Knappert et. al)
· [image: ]As ‘European dress’ is associated with Christianity, Arabic attire is associated with Islam especially in Zanzibar. For men this may mean a kanzu and a kofia worn as a fashionable symbol of faith. For women in Zanzibar there is flexibility, some wear buibuis (full covering), other colourful kangas, with many widely accepted variations on face and hair coverings. All in all women and men’s dress code is not too heavily dictated provided it is somewhat modest.
· The abstention from pork among Muslims is total and unproblematic. It is widely regarded as unfit for consumption and most Tanzanians avoid it regardless of religion. Consumption of alcohol especially local brew is much more problematic. Local beverages made from grain and bananas, have been debated by imams and scholars as synonymous with food itself. (Knappert et.al)
· Islamic rituals surrounding birth, marriage, death and the like are conducted in accordance with Shari’ah. Some rituals like birth, and marriage integrated some indigenous customs. Marriages are usually arranged but with the full consent, knowledge and participation of all marrying parties.
· All members of Islamic communities in Zanzibar regardless of ethnic background are considered equal, and the tradition of zakat ensures that wealth, no matter how little is shared to some extent.
· Its roots in the Arabian Peninsula mirror and reinforce patriarchal dimensions and gender relations, perpetuating already present patriarchal societies and crushing almost to non-existence matriarchal societies.(Knappert et.al)
· As in other parts of Africa where it is still practiced, female genital mutilation is a contentious issue in Zanzibar; the practice has been mistakenly affiliated with Islam though the practice pre-dates its arrival. Finding it in practice already. Islam does not call for the circumcision of women, and although legally banned by the government Muslims, Christians and ‘Animists’ still actively engage in the practice. Suggesting it is a cultural and not religious ritual. However while Christian missionaries railed against it Muslim’s ignored it or condoned it as a secular matter leading to confusion of Islam’s stance on the matter.

Politics, Religion and Other Tensions In Zanzibar.

· From a broader perspective religion can also be seen as a potentially destabilizing force in Tanzania. This was obscured in the past by the ‘evils of tribalism’. Panning out most clearly in neighbouring Rwanda, manifested in the genocide of the Hutu and Tutsi. 
· It turned out to be a largely fictitious web of social institutions and deeply embedded psychological cues aggressively propagated by the colonial system. The divisiveness implied by the term never materialized for Tanzania, after all most of these tribes had already lived side by side for more than 300 years.
· In 2001 there were violent protests by Islamic residents of Zanzibar calling for complete secession from the multi-religious mainland.
· The outbursts led to exile in neighbouring countries; Kenya and Ethiopia for Muslim leaders, and suggested that religion even more than ‘tribalism’ has the power to incite and mobilize segments of the Tanzanian population in opposition to state policies.
· These communities of true believers pose the real threat to the federated nation. A delicate peace has now been maintained by a constitutional arrangement that has always allowed for a separate president for Zanzibar.
· The Tanzanian constitution allows for religious freedom, and this position has always been realized in practice despite the tensions. Government policy also prohibits discrimination on religious grounds and political campaigns in places of worship as well as the circulation of material considered religiously inflammatory of derogatory. As such there is so state religion. Zanzibar however recognizes itself as always being and maintaining an overwhelming Islamic identity and culture.
· [image: ]Although Tanzania’s government and political parties are secular, organized religion represents a challenge to the federation of Tanganyika and Zanzibar. The mainland contains both the majority of the population and majority of the Christians while the island is only a small percentage of the population and entirely Muslim but culturally significant to the collective ‘Tanzanian national identity’. Political and economic tensions between the two areas have led to Muslim political dissent.Julius Nyerere and Abeid Karume the First Presidents of Tanganyika and Zanzibar signing the unification articles.

· Zanzibari Muslims had in fact always criticized President Julius Nyerere’s government (1964–1985) for pursuing an anti-Muslim policy in collaboration with the churches, particularly the Catholic Church.
· According to Muslim activists, the Catholic Church and the Nyerere government simply resumed the policies of the former British colonial administration, continuing to discriminate against Muslims with regard to education, professional training, and the distribution of influential posts.
· This was particularly striking since Muslims even in Zanzibar were among the most active in the anticolonial struggle for independence. (Knappert et al.)
· The educational, economic and political advantages that have accrued to the Christian community, as the result of colonization is a sensitive issue in Tanzania. Tourism, an important mainland economy and relatively insignificant but more noticeable on Zanzibar is another bone of contention. Island residents take issue with the presumed corrupting ‘Western Christian’ influence of this activity on their Islamic culture.
· Although not well documented there are sizable Hindu and Sikh affiliates the first wave arriving in trading days of 13th century in sizable trickles and the second wave from the British Colonial period. 
· Modern day Zanzibar maintains a clear identity from Tanzania, while simultaneously being part of Tanzanian identity. It remains one of the most culturally and religiously tolerant places.(Knappert et al)
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