

















Numerous years of policing research and the relationship between public opinion and policy change provide evidence to support the belief that there will rarely be a clear path from incidents of police misconduct to reforms from the government (Robinson, 2020). A lengthy history of police-inspired political mobilisation can be traced back to the demonstrations against police brutality that took place in the 1970s and the 1960s and the rise recently of the Black Lives Matter movement, recent cases of Freddie Grey, Micheal Brown, and Stephon Clark as well as other numerous other cases indicate that the intensity of this kind of mobilisation is rising (Bonilla & Tillery, 2020). Zimring (2020) reports that deaths of unarmed citizens at the hands of police officers are serious issues and the widespread unrest following the murder of George Floyd confirms this. This essay is going to critically evaluate the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement following the death of George Floyd. 
The relationship between black communities and the police has been a continuous issue within many countries including the UK. The MacPherson report was published 6 years after the killing of Stephen Lawerence and was intended to be a turning point in the relationship between the police and black/ethnic communities. The MacPherson report found that the police have an issue of institutional racism which allowed the exposure of mistakes that allowed Stephen Lawerence's killers to go free and although making 70 recommendations for reform it has left the relationship between themselves and ethnic communities in a state of permanent crisis (The MacPherson Report, 1999). According to Mooney (2020), people’s perceptions of a lack of safety and their level of trust in the police as well as the general disapproval of law enforcement agencies are all correlated with bad relationships between police and their communities, especially those from the black communities as they are historically excluded and vulnerable. For example, the case of George Floyd. 
Since the increase and attention that the Black Lives Matter movement gained, new data came to light showing that the number of black people killed by police officers has increased over the last two years. A report that was issued by the Washington Post, the data suggests that police shot and killed at least 1,055 people nationwide, which is the most cases since the data collection started in 2015. There were more than 1,021 shootings in 2020. Black people account for 13% of the United States population and they accounted for 27% of the shootings that led to black people being fatally killed in 2021, which states that black people are twice more likely to be shot and killed by police within the United States (Bunn, 2022). Similarly in the UK, the death of black people due to police violence appears to be a long-standing issue, with these issues rising after the death of George Floyd. An inquest into the Independent Office for police conduct found that between 2011 and 2021, 13% of black people died either within police custody or from contact with police officers, therefore black people are four times more likely to die than white people, for example, the cases of Dalian Atkinson, Edson Da Costa and Rahsan Charles (McKay, 2023). 
George Floyd was handcuffed and pinned to the ground under the knee of police officer Derek Chauvin, the county medical examiner ruled the death a homicide which was caused by the combination of the pressure from Mr Chauvin’s knee and the presence of fentanyl and methamphetamine within George Floyd's system as well as his underlying health conditions. The altercation was filmed by bystanders and the video quickly went viral (The New York Times, 2022). The killing of George Floyd was not an isolated incident as many black Americans within the US experience some sort of mistreatment and are frequently victims of unjustified and excessive use of force by law enforcement agencies which frequently results in murder (Chaney & Roberston, 2013). After Derek Chauvin's arrest and trial, there were calls made to renew the structural change to police officers and their policing habits, since the arrest and trial, a reform bill bearing George Floyd’s name has circled the US House representatives. Included in this bill would be the ban on using chokeholds, and racial and religious profiling, and would suggest that other states follow in the same direction as it is strongly believed that this is the way to work towards change and accountability (Sullivan, 2021). 
Just over one year later, things started to look different. Local protests began around the scene where George Floyd’s death took place which turned into a mass movement where tens of millions of Americans took to the streets within thousands of cities during a global pandemic, this movement was led by the Black Lives Matter movement that marched for justice and attracted unusual allies (Boudreau, et al., 2022). Concern over the issue of police violence and black people continued to build below the surface until 2014 when it was pushed into a national whirlwind following police officers' involvement in the deaths of unarmed black people. For example, the case of Eric Garner who was restrained and held in an illegal chokehold by the New York police department. The creation of the #BlackLivesMatter movement opened the doors for organised Freedom Rights campaigns that brought 500 activists from 18 different states and a national campaign began. The movement gave activists the chance to connect the dots that incidents leading up to this were not isolated, but formed a pattern of police violence, brutality, and a lack of accountability that outgrew a pattern of systemic racism (Hillstrom, 2018). 
Since the Murder of George Floyd in 2020 there have been at least 229 more cases where black people have been killed by police across the US. However, the most high-profile case was that of Breonna Taylor, who was a black medical student who was shot and killed by police officers (The New York Times, 2023). Since Breonna’s death, Alicia Garza co-founder of the Black Lives Matter Movement has stated that this case has become much more than a singular tragedy and has become a powerful case point in the Black Lives Matter Movement, to help state the dignity of Black Lives and oppose Police Violence. Alicia Garza has also stated that it is not enough to just keep paying millions and millions to keep protecting officers who murder people within the communities and that it needs to be something that has to be paid attention to, it is also important to ensure that we are demanding change, as although we have no control over what happens in the courtrooms, we can have an impact on what happens with the laws and protests are not the only things that can be done to engage change (Garza, 2021). 
In 2016 ex Aston Villa Striker Dalian Atkinson was murdered by PC Benjamin Monk after he discharged his taser three times and then kicked him in the head and left a bootlace print on his forehead, he was jailed for eight years after a trial (BBC News, 2021). Benjamin Monk is the first officer in England and Wales to be convicted of manslaughter in almost 30 years. Since this case, Black Lives Matter has spoken out on the matter of not just the treatment of black people in general,  but the treatment of them in custody as well, as it has come under intense scrutiny especially since the death of George Floyd as more than 1,740 people have died in custody or following police contact and questions have been raised about how much accountability the police are taking for the deaths of people that are under their watch (Black Lives Matter UK, 2021). 
British world champion Bianca Williams and her partner Ricardo Dos Santos were handcuffed and searched outside their home in West London while their baby was in their car, the couple were pulled over after they had returned from a training session and were stopped and searched on suspicion of having weapons and drugs on them, although nothing was found. After the incident, both Bianca and Ricardo complained to the police watchdog saying that they were racially profiled, and a case was brought against the officers involved in the incident (Warren & Campbell, 2023). According to a spokesperson for the Black Lives Matter Movement, in an attempt to defend the way they handled the situation, the Metropolitan police appear to have made up a version of what happened with Bianca Williams and claimed that they were driving at high speeds on the wrong side of the road. It was only after Bianca and her partner planned on taking them down the legal route that they admitted and apologised for what happened. However, the apology that was offered was not enough as the word sorry is the hardest apology to get out of the Met Police Service and is like pulling teeth. This incident was just the latest of encounters of police racially profiling black people on the streets and has claimed that although the Independent Office for Policing Conduct was set up to replace the Independent Pendent Police Complaints Commission, nothing has changed within the institution apart from the name. The Black Lives Matter Movement has been campaigning for the ban on stop and searches, as Bianca Williams's trauma came from a stop and search, and the evidence from stop and searches has proven ineffective and is only increasing the cases of incidents like this and will only lie to excuse themselves of racial profiling (Black Lives Matter, 2020). 
According to the College of Policing (2023), the police race action plan jointly developed by National police chiefs and the College of Policing sets out to work and collaborate with black communities to address disparities that affect black people and address low levels of trust and confidence. UK policing is built on the effectiveness of the relationships between the police and the public, although steps have been taken to tackle discrimination, racism, and bias the changes are not happening fast enough and are not proving to have any real significance, as black people are seven times more likely to be stopped and searched and are five times more likely to experience excessive force. The use of black communities testimony shows that they find these encounters humiliating as well as confrontational (Police Race Action Plan, 2023). Since the incident of George Floyd, the Metropolitan Police, have focused on ensuring that all communities feel safe, and the police service reflects this. The Metropolitan Police have focused on the recruitment of more black, Asian, and ethnic minority people. as having them join as officers can help them change things from the inside out whilst also setting up a task force that will ensure improvement in retaining current existing staff from diverse backgrounds, they are also ensuring that new recruits have better training to help better understand cultural and social history of the places that they will be protecting, as well as working closely with their communities to spread the message that the community can have full confidence in them (House, 2021). 
In Conclusion, there needs to be a radical change in the police and their learning and development, the quality of training must change to ensure that each officer knows their aspirations. The College of Policing needs to become more responsible for the issuing of licences to all police officers (The Police Foundation, 2022). The idea of changes within police forces will allow the building of better trust within local communities especially those of ethnic minorities, whilst also making a move to employ more ethnic minority candidates. Change can happen, whether those changes are right or wrong or happen faster or slower, the more change that happens the better policing can be and the safer communities will feel. Unless these changes happen, the cases of George Floyd and others that have been targeted and have proved that there is racism within forces, the better the chance of change and the less ethnic minority people will suffer, the Black Lives Matter Movement has been an advocate for black people since George Floyd’s murder and is still an advocate for Black lives to this day in 2024 (Leslie, 2020). 
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