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Element 2 – Essay.
[bookmark: _Int_3LPqFQOi][bookmark: _Int_b2rWnJ9t][bookmark: _Int_yKi384Xe][bookmark: _Int_HQnoYvzQ][bookmark: _Int_IofedAhz]This essay will be exploring the wide and complex spectrum of additional needs. Every school setting has children who have some sort of additional learning needs. As quoted by Snap Cymru, “ALN, is a new term used to describe learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for a child to learn compared to children of the same age.” (Snap Cymru, n.d.). This quote shows the reader that additional learning needs means the difficulties or disabilities the child has compared to others the same age as them. Additional learning needs also links with special educational needs, as quoted by Family Lives “The term ‘Special Educational Needs’ is used to describe learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for children to learn than most children of the same age. Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) are likely to need extra or different help from that given to other children their age. This help is known as special educational provision.” (Family Lives, 2021). Firstly, this essay will discuss the medical and social models of disability and how they are implemented into school settings by both practitioners and external agencies. The essay will then follow on by outlining the benefits that the models can have on the child/young person. Lastly, the essay will look at examples of how the practitioner provides good practise within an educational setting and how this is linked to theories and policies. 
There are two models of disability which will be looked at in detail, these are the medical and social models. The medical model of disability is done by looking at what is ‘wrong’ with the person not what that person needs. The second model of disability is the social model which means that disability is caused by how our society is organised. Disability can then be further helped by taking away barriers for disabled people to help make them more independent. An example of social and medical disability, by Disability Nottinghamshire is “A wheelchair user wants to get into a building with a step at the entrance. Under a social model solution, a ramp would be added to the entrance so that the wheelchair user is free to go into the building immediately. Using the medical model, there are very few solutions to help wheelchair users to climb stairs, which excludes them from many essential and leisure activities.” (Disability Nottinghamshire , n.d.).
[bookmark: _Int_0JfyFu3W][bookmark: _Int_F2UwH5e4]The social model of disability is used widely in school settings. This model is used by not only looking at the aspect of disability that the child has but looking more closely into how the setting is set out to help benefit them more. The school and external agencies will look into ways that will help them gain more from what they have; by doing this it gives each child the best chance to continue to learn and develop in their setting. For example, in the writer’s school setting, the school have a wheelchair user, the staff in the school that work closely with the user look at ways that they can help give the user more of a ‘normal’ school experience. They do this by ensuring that all classwork is assessable to them, making sure that the classroom itself is assessable to the user to use and making sure that the user is comfortable and happy while attending school. The setting also has regular visits from Occupational Health, which allows the staff to come and see how the setting is helping to provide the best care for the user and if they see any other ways that could benefit from an outside look. Working together gives the user the best chance to gain all the educational needs from school that they should be at their age. 
[bookmark: _Int_a5GPEQAE][bookmark: _Int_FJGxl5F2][bookmark: _Int_qsDZL5FI]As mentioned, on how the social model is implemented in school settings, by doing so it provides massive benefits to the child/children who have additional needs requirements. The benefits are that the learners with ALN will benefit from inclusion rather than exclusion, they feel they belong in that learning environment. As seen in Maslow’s tower of hierarchy needs, steps 2 and 3 show that ‘social stability’ and ‘sense of connection’ are important to learners to succeed and develop. Being included in all aspects while in a school setting it ensures that each and every learner is given the same opportunity and chance to learn and develop accordingly and all are treated equally (McLeod, 2024). They have access to the same opportunities as all other learners in their classroom, often through the use of additional resources (Additional Learning Provision) as set out in the ALN Code of Practice Wales (2021), (Welsh Goverment, 2021). Lastly, an additional benefit would be that their voices are heard and listened too, which gives the child/young person the acknowledgement that they deserve and have their involvement in what they also want. As stated in Article 12 of the UNCRC ‘each person has the right to be heard’, this allows them to express their feelings and thoughts while also communicating their wants and needs (UNICEF, 2022).
Every educational setting should be providing exceptional practice to their pupils to ensure that each child is gaining the educational needs they have the right to. An example of how my setting provides good practice to children is that firstly, all practitioners work together, our setting is built by team effort which ensures that each child is provided the best practise they need, everyone has strengths and weaknesses when it comes to skills, but by working together using our key strengths, it ensures the pupils are provided key education. Another example is our ALN pupils all have an allocated adult to be there to support them the best they can. Our allocated adults will provide learning and activities which they know will benefit them. The current setting also has our ALN children in our ‘mainstream’ classes to help our pupils interact and learn from others around them, as illustrated by Bandura’s theory on social learning, Bandura believed that children are able to learn socially through their environment and by being around peers. They would them imitate to behave how they believe they are expected (McLeod S. , 2024).
This essay has shown the complex spectrum of additional needs and the importance of providing the best practice to our ALN learners to ensure that they don’t find it harder than their peers and given ways that practitioners can support them. The two models of disability have been discussed and the ways they are implemented into each setting. And then lastly, how my current setting and practitioners provide the best practise to our pupils by following policies and theories. 
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Element 3.
	Section 1C: Profile (About me).

	· When in school, having an object that she can play with in her hand at all times is very important to her. This is also a comfort for her and will get distressed and agitated if she doesn’t.
· She also finds her snack very important. She loves to eat and will do anything and everything to get to her snack in her bag whenever she feels the need to.
· She also has to have water sessions in class daily, she loves playing in the water and loves to make a big splash. If she doesn’t go in the water, she will start to get distressed. She normally takes herself over to the sink in the classroom when she wants to do so.
· As she loves to play, it is important that her allocated adult can implement her learning through play. She will work better through play and is seen to develop her skills and gain the educational aspects of learning while in the different areas of the classroom.
· She also needs to develop her interaction skills and sharing, while in the classroom she can become quite distressed if there are any peers around her when she is playing. She has become a lot better at interacting with her peers but with the continuation of doing so, she will be able to start playing with larger amounts of peers at once.
At the moment we are working on her communication, so repeating words when she wants something to try and get the understanding of the link between the object and the speech. We are also working on her ability to put on her coat and shoes, we are trying to help develop the essential skills that she needs to get through life and also skills that will then help lead onto developing further skills later on. The last skill that we are working on at the moment is sitting on the carpet with her peers for a longer amount of time. She has been able to sit with her peers for around a minute without getting distressed, continuing to work on this skill will help see an improvement. At the moment, the only thing that isn’t working with the skills that we are trying to develop is her ability to stay in class for a full day. She tends to want to go out of class just before lunch, we don’t know of this is a sign that she is hungry but even after having her food, it tends to be a challenge to persuade her to come back into class after lunch time. This is a talk that we need to continue to develop as she gets distressed and agitated when coming back into class. We need to find something that she likes to do which can help her understand that she can come back in without getting upset or dysregulated. This is to keep her safe and happy wile at school. 

	Section 2A: Description of the child or young person’s additional learning needs (ALN).

	She has her own quirky ways she is very happy and spends most of her day smiling and laughing. She is developing and sharing her own personality, with an infectious smile and strong will. She is continuing to grow and develop and show us what she is capable of. 
She has a diagnosis of Global Developmental Delay and Autistic Spectrum Disorder.  
She requires additional support more specifically in the following areas:   
Social Communication and Interaction. 
She is still at a very early stage of developing her speech and communication, staff now report that she will attempt some words and will lead you to what she wants. She is attempting to join in with songs and rhymes during class sessions and shows an enjoyment for music and song. Mum notes that she loves to dance and will do so whenever she can. She will join in with during circle time and is developing shared attention through this and Attention Autism sessions. She is reported by staff, to require some assistance and support to maintain attention to task when it is a task that is not of her choosing. She responds well to intensive interaction whereby the adult copies her sounds and noises. 
Cognition and Learning.
She is reported by staff, to require some assistance and support to maintain attention to task when it is a task that is not of her choosing. She will attend to a task using 1, 2, 3 boxes and with the use of a motivator to engage and maintain longer focus and attention. 
Staff report she requires adult support to access her ABBLS targets and is still developing early independence skills. At times she requires hand over hand support to complete most tasks. 
Sensory, physical and medical.
She seeks sensory feedback, in particular through her feet, kicking and she will regularly remove shoes and socks. 
She will seek sensory feedback in most aspects of her play and learning – she will bang most things.


Element 4
	2B. 1) Intended Outcome.
	I will be able to complete short, cause and affect tasks 2x a day with a member of staff to encourage my focus and attention to task so that I can develop my independence in other areas of learning. 

	2B.2) ALP to be provided: 
 
	2B.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh? 
	2B.4) Organisation/ service to provide the ALP, and contact details (where different to body maintaining the plan): 
	2B.5) Start date: 
	2B.6) End/ review date: 

	Access to an allocated adult up to 27.5 hrs a week.
Access to Enhanced learning provision classroom.
 
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
	October 2024 
	October 2025 
 

	For staff to provide an opportunity 1 x a day to attend to a cause-and-effect activity/toy and to model/ initiate interaction. 
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
 
	October 2024 
	October 2025 
 

	An adult to sing action songs with her using an excited tone to get her attention. Copy her actions and sounds during the interactions. Her favourite songs are Wheels on the bus, Grand Old duke of Yorke, row your boat and 5 little ducks. 
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
	October 2024 
	October 2025 

	2B.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above.
 
	She does not yet give her attention to others; she loves songs and will stop and look in the direction of the songs therefore this activity will support her social interactions and encourage her to give her attention to others. 












	2B. 1) Intended Outcome 
	I will take part in sessions of Attention Autism every week so that I can develop my attention and focus skills to be more able to join in with activities to develop my learning throughout the day.  

	2B.2) ALP to be provided: 
 
	2B.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh? 
	2B.4) Organisation/ service to provide the ALP, and contact details (where different to body maintaining the plan): 
	2B.5) Start date: 
	2B.6) End/ review date: 

	Access to an allocated adult up to 27.5 hrs a week 
Access to Enhanced learning provision classroom.
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
	October 2024 
	October 2025 
 

	She will take part in 3 sessions of Attention Autism a week with allocated adults to support and model appropriate behaviours.
Staff to follow instruction and planning from STF to lead sessions and determine her need to move on to next level.
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
	October 2024 
 
	October 2025 
 

	2B.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above.
 
	This will help her improve her joint attention skills. Staff member needed to ensure behaviours are modelled and supported. She will take part in three sessions a week to consolidate and develop skills through the appropriate levels (initially Stage 1&2). 



	2B. 1) Intended Outcome 
	I will develop my use of AAC and visual aids to communicate my wants and needs in familiar contexts so that I can improve my verbal communication skills throughout my day.

	2B.2) ALP to be provided: 
 
	2B.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh? 
	2B.4) Organisation/ service to provide the ALP, and contact details (where different to body maintaining the plan): 
	2B.5) Start date: 
	2B.6) End/ review date: 

	She will have access to AAC visuals to develop making choice.
For example, with her fruit every morning.
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
	October 2024 
	October 2025 
 

	Making a choice between reinforcer/non- reinforcer.
Encouragement of toy in clear box so she has to bring it to a staff member to show her request to play.
	No 
	Gwyrosydd Primary School Parkhill Terrace, Treboeth, Swansea SA5 7DJ 
01792 797117 
 
	October 2024 
 
	October 2025 
 

	2B.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above.
 
	Reinforce daily experiences with visual aids to allow her to access a communication aid to make requests. Model and reinforce the spoken language alongside the visual aid to support the spoken word. Staff will need to model the use of exchange to gain their requested items/objects. Use positive praise and reinforcers to encourage use.
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What is Autism?

“Autism is a lifelong developmental disability which
affects how people communicate and interact with
the world. More than one in 100 people are on the
autism spectrum and there are around 700,000

autistic adults and children in the UK.”

What causes autism?

As quoted by NHS Cambridge ““We still don’t
fully understand the exact causes of autism
but research to date has shown that it
involves many complex and interacting
factors, including genetics, the environment
and the development of the brain” as we
can tell by this, there isn’t a known “cause” of
autism, but research is still going on.

How.can weé provide good practice in our
school setting’s to help and support our
autistic learners?

Some say that there are 3 main strategies for providing good practice in schools to children
with autism (ASD) these are;

Environment.
There are many distractions in every school classroom, both visual and non-visual. This
could be classrooms full of colourful wall displays which may make the classroom look nice
and inviting, however this could be a big trigger for autistic learners. Fro my experience in
my setting, after we changed our display board colours to a more neutral theme, autistic
learners were more aware of what is on them and how it affects them visually. These
colourful displays could lead to sensory overload.
Volume of your classroom also could affect autistic learners as they may struggle with loud
noise. You may find that they would benefit from ear defenders or sensory areas in your
classroom to help and support them when they are finding it hard to be around a busy
environment.
Personal space may also affect many autistic learners as they may not feel comfortable
being close to others. Sitting them away from others and having their 1-1 or allocated adult
sit with them may help them feel more clam when in a difficult position for them.

A flexible workstation.
Many autistic learners may need more equipment, less clutter or their own space to learn.
In my setting autistic learners have their own table to work at with their equipment on which
they specificaly need. This will give them more of a calm and comfortable environment for
them which will make them feel better and less likely to become overwhelmed or upset.

School schedules for ALN children.
Children with ALN may not be able to follow the national curriculum as they will have needs that
others in their class may not. Making an independent timetable for the learner would benefit the
pupil highly. By having their own timetable you are providing them time to develop their
individual needs and/or their targets they may have from their IDP. This would benefit them more
as they will be able to learn and develop more and will be gaining knowledge from these
individual timetables and lessons more than what they would from class curriculum lessons that
they may not understand or be able to complete. As we all know “children have the right to
education” autistic learners wouldn'’t be provided fair education if they haven’t got a learning
timetable to suit them. In my setting the child’s 1-1 or allocated adult will work with them for the
full day on their developmental needs and targets to help them develop most, they would include
them in class learning when known that they could benefit from that teaching, for example a
topic that they might enjoy, physical education lessons or if they are good with Maths, English
etc. they could socialise and involve themselves with this curriculum learning.

Find what best suits the learners needs, work with them to develop targets, involve them in class
lessons that interest them or will gain them knowledge and then the learner will be provided
good practise while at the school setting. Many things may be different for each ALN pupil, but
focus mostly on theirs.




