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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


[bookmark: _Hlk157715545]‘Safeguarding is about protecting children and adults from abuse or neglect and educating those around them to recognise the signs and dangers’ (socialcare.wales)

The Human Rights Act 1998 (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2021) sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms that everyone in the UK is entitled to. The articles include a right to life and the right not to be treated in an inhuman or degrading way.

Prior to 2015, services to people in need of care and support were regulated through many different legislations, that proved difficult to manage.

The Care Act 2014 (GOV.UK, 2014) was implemented nationally in 2015 for England and Wales. A clear legal framework was set out for how Local Authorities should protect those at risk of harm. The Local Authority’s responsibilities for adult safeguarding were strengthened and developed under the Act. It also placed a responsibility on the Local Authority to establish a Safeguarding Adults Board who would develop, share, and implement a joint safeguarding strategy (SCIE, n.d.)

In 2016, The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) was introduced in Wales. This act provides the legislative framework for safeguarding adults in Wales. Local Health Boards and the NHS Trusts are statutory relevant safeguarding partners under the Act. 

Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) relates to safeguarding. It defines “adult at risk” as an individual who is at risk of abuse or neglect; has care and support needs and as a result cannot protect themselves against the abuse or risk of it (Section 126 of SSWBA 2014) similarly to The Care Act (2014). Factors that may identify adults as at risk of harm, neglect or abuse can include; no explanation for injuries, inconsistency with the account of what happened, subdued or changed behaviour, withdrawal or change in the psychological state of the person (safeguarding.wales).

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures provides guidance to professionals within social care to ensure that they safeguard adults who are at risk of abuse and neglect (safeguarding.wales,2023). Indicators of harm, neglect or abuse to adults can include domestic violence, physical, sexual, emotional, financial abuse, modern slavery, or self-neglect.

[bookmark: _Hlk158813885]There is also a statutory guidance called Working Together to Safeguard People (gov.uk, 2018). Volume 6 provides guidance on what should happen if an individual has concerns about the well-being of an adult at risk.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (Legislation, 2005) is designed to protect and restore power to people who lack capacity, supporting them to makes all or some decisions. This act applies to anyone aged 16 and above who live in England and Wales.

The Mental Capacity (Amendment) Act 2019 (legislation, 2019) has led to the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards to be replaced with a new scheme called the Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS). LPS will safeguard the rights of people who are under high level of care that live in care homes, hospitals, supported or shared lives accommodation, and lack the mental capacity to agree to their care plan.

It is essential for individuals to have the Active Offer (Welsh Government, 2015) as it can create the right environment and empower them to express their concerns. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

There are similarities between adults and children’s safeguarding. Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) defines “adult at risk” and “child at risk” as an individual who is at risk of abuse or neglect; has care and support needs and as a result cannot protect themselves against the abuse or risk of it. Children and adults at risk can experience the same types of harm.

Harm is defined in the Children Act (1989) as “ill-treatment or the impairment of health or development”.

S47 of the Children Act (1989) and Children Act (2004) imposes a duty on practitioners to make enquiries, so it can be decided whether any action to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child if they are believed to be at risk of significant harm, is made. SSWBA (2014). 

Factors that might identify a child as at risk of harm, neglect or abuse can include being withdrawn, anxious, change in behaviour or running away, however factors may not always be obvious. There are many types of abuse a child could suffer from such as, bullying, child sexual exploitation, emotional abuse, neglect to name but a few (NSPCC, 2016).  However, these can also apply to adults.

If a child is deemed at risk of significant harm or likelihood of significant harm if they were to remain where they were, the Local Authority can apply to the court for an Emergency Protection Order under s44 of the Children Act (1989). The police can detain an adult under the Mental Health Act (1983)

SSWBA (2014) promotes empowering individuals to make their own choices, however, an adult has the right to make ‘unwise decisions’ as defined by the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) (2005) whereas a child does not have this right. The MCA (2005) protects adults as it states – All adults are assumed to have capacity unless it’s established that they lack capacity. An adult can give informed consent whereas a parent would need to give consent over a child. 

MCA does not apply to children under 16 years old. “Gillick competence” (NSPCC, 2022) can be used by professional to assess whether a child has the maturity to make their own decisions and to understand the implications of those decisions. professionals must balance what they want and the attached risks. A child may be Gillick competent in making one decision but may not be competent to make a different decision.
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Integration f analysis in assessment
Collaborative assessment
Professional judgements in increasingly complex situations
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