For this assignment I am going to use the Gibbs reflective cycle to reflect on this module and assignments. The Gibbs reflective cycle has 6 stages description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. I will try and go through each stage and discuss the module accordingly.

Stage 1 description

My expectations of this assignment were quite negative if I’m completely honest I read through the assignment specification first and saw CV, Zander Letter, and personal statement, and I can be quite negative on occasions and maybe I’m being to honest here but I feel its important that I am, and I will go on to explain how I found the module really useful, but I just thought initially, that it was very general and not very specific to our degree, obviously as I’m doing a education studies degree. I just kept thinking I’ve done this previously in college, writing personal statements and CVS in college and those where my honest initial thoughts. I did however think it was nice that we had a choice of what tasks to complete. I chose to write a CV and a personal statement, mostly because they sounded easy and made me feel confident and secondly because I felt they were the most useful and I felt it wasn’t just an assignment these are two documents I will now use. This was nice. 

Stage 2 feelings 

I felt like I really achieved something out of this assignment. Whilst completing this I’ve written my personal statement which I will used when applying for a PGCE and I’ve updated reworded and re formatted my CV. This will massively help me when applying for jobs, I felt like I was achieving a lot whilst doing this assignment. I learned a lot about what skills I should include on a CV to help me get a job, what skills I could improve, I learned what information was needed on a CV or personal statement and what sort of things employers look for. I learned a lot when writing the zander letter. Ill talk about that a bit further into the assignment but this letter helped me see how well I’ve done when I don’t think I could see that previously.

Stage 3 evaluation

My engagement and involvement in the sessions could have been better. I always struggle with this. With work and childcare, I always struggle to find a good balance of time, simply because there’s not enough hours in the day for everything I am trying to do! I often find myself watching recorded sessions back rather than being there live this is something I massively need to work on. I’m currently debating changing jobs to enable me to have a lot more time to complete university work, the issue with watching back sessions means you cannot ask questions on things as their said, and id often find myself thinking ill email this question, and then often never do. I find it much easier to be focused and engaged in the conversation when their live and I can ask questions and engage in the conversation.

Stage 4 analysis

I found completing the independent online work very challenging, I really find this format of independent work really difficult as its very time consuming and a lot of reading, I just think its not very interactive, obviously this is just based on my preferences and how I learn best. But I didn’t manage to complete it all, and I think a lot of the information I read didn’t sink in, I often find this when reading for long periods of time.

Overall I found the module very demanding, time consuming and quite un engaging, with this module being a general module not specific to my course, it is obviously slightly repetitive with things we have done in previous courses, this module was more informative than any I have done previously however as I said I did struggle massively with reading and absorbing all of the information I found it very challenging.

However, I feel the lectures were very interesting, we had a careers advisor, which I didn’t think I’d find interesting or useful however I actually went on to contact them for advise after listening to them speak they gave so much helpful advise about CVs and what to include and different roles and paths we could take following this course I had no idea I had so many different options it was very informative. We also had a recruitment officer from a supply agency named Tristan speak to us, and although I had no interest in signing up as I currently work for a different supply agency and have a council contract in a school I still found it very interesting and I learnt a lot about supply work, the role they have in education and how covid has impacted their work. I also learned about what sort of things employers look for 

 In one lecture online using teams we did a speed dating activity. We were given two minutes in pairs with multiple different people, and we had to find out what they wanted to do, something interesting about them, and their skills, I firstly found it hard in such a short space of time. And I now maybe see from an employer’s perspective how difficult it must be to have to hold short over phone interviews and how it really limits how much you can get to know someone. We all found it very difficult as the calls would be ending mid-sentence we didn’t get to know all the information we wanted to know in time given etc. 

However, It made me think about what skills I had, but I also learnt a lot about other roles and other skills and lots of skills I could develop further. It also helped me get to know some of my classmates more, and I know in my second year of university I should know them all however this lecture was a mixture of Carmarthen and Swansea students. And we have all met on limited occasions with social distancing measures in place. So, it was nice to learn more about all the other students.

I really enjoyed writing the zander letter. I’m not overly sure I did it correctly, or that my mark will be very high. However, on a personal note it was an amazing reflection on how far I’ve come. I did almost email my lecturer afterwards to apologise for the sob story. But this year has been challenging and it really made me reflect on how hard I have worked and how much I have achieved. I’m glad that task was a compulsory task in this module as id of never chose to do this and I think it was really useful. And mind opening it has given me a lot more confidence to keep on going and I guess has helped me to see the light at the end of the tunnel for when I finally finish university and have one less thing to juggle in my crazy life! 

I enjoyed creating a CV the task was to create a Creative CV I used the website canva for this, this is a website I had never used before so It took a little while but they have templates for so many things on there, id of never thought to use this before, I will definitely be using it again, I’d never of thought to lay my CV out the way the design did on canva, it now looks interesting, unique and quirky, I’d never of included a picture of me on a CV before but I actually think it’s really nice to have that image on there. 

Stage 5 conclusion

If I had to complete this assignment again, I would try to attend lectures in person where possible to make sure I can be as engaged as possible. And enable me to learn and take in the most information I could, it would also enable me to ask questions when I was unsure or wanted something explained further. I would also allow much longer for online independent learning and try to plan my time better when I think I would learn better through having more regular but shorter periods to do small amounts of work to ensure I am completing it all and taking in as much information as possible as well as possibly taking more notes as I work through the work. I also may choose different options for the first assignment, rather than CV and personal statement, I chose the two options I was most comfortable and confident completing and didn’t challenge myself.


Stage 6 action plan

How module has helped me moved forward, by ensuring my personal statement for PGCE is completed I will now be much more confident when time comes to apply for PGCE, I never would have gone and asked for advice from a careers adviser so I’m so grateful this module included the session and I engaged with them further and took their support, it also has helped me by ensuring I have a up to data creative and original CV. I cannot tell you how many times I’ve sent old not up to date CVs to employers it is always a job I put off, but it it now up to date and I’m so happy with the layout and all the information included. I removed some information I realised wasn’t that important and was unnecessary.  I will also be much better prepared for any job applications and job interview having had Tristan and careers advisors give advice on what types of skills employers look for. I also now know where to go for help with any job applications CVs etc should I need any further help at any point in the future. It has also given me a bit more confidence and just a bit of a boost as I was feeling like I was struggling but after completing the zander letter exercise, I just feel more confident in myself. This reflection has also helped me highlight how I can do better in future assignments and get a better grade. 


Conclusion. 

I found this module interesting and useful I enjoyed writing my CV and playing around with designs I enjoyed thinking about my future when doing the zander letter and writing the personal statement. However, I did find this assignment quite difficult to complete. Particularly with the large word count, I found it very difficult to meet this.
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