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Assessment 1



Link to my Website

https://racheldkestin.wixsite.com/my-site

https://racheldkestin.wixsite.com/my-site


Research Pages



Website/Company Research –Waters Creative https://www.waters-creative.co.uk

• I chose to look at Waters 
Swansea website as they are a 
local company/business.

• The 3 screen shots here are just 
of their home page. They have a 
rolling selection of images that 
show on a loop. These images 
are selections of the work they 
have done.

• I like how they are immediately 
showcasing their work.

• I like the use of the white 
space to the top of the page.

• Everything you need to know is 
right there for you to see. Links 
to Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram easily accessible and 
their phone number.

https://www.waters-creative.co.uk


Website/company Research– Waters Creative 

• Personally, if I had one small critique, for me the writing it quite 
light, maybe a little darker. Make it a little easier to read.

• Again, I like the use of the white space on the page. The 
description of the company is brief, not long winded and explains 
the company.



Website/Company Research –Waters Creative

• At the very bottom of the 
website there is a block of 
dark grey, this just 
containing the company 
address, phone number and 
email.

• This is also where you get 
chance to see their logo, 
which is not featured much 
on their page.

• I particularly like the way they have designed 
their contact us page.

• The use of a map of where they are located and the 
surrounding area. This way you can almost navigate 
your way there.

• To get the full address you must click on their logo that 
is situated on the map. Clever as people then get to 
see the logo as well.

• You can zoom in or out of the map as well, so you can 
see exactly where they are based in Wales.



Websites/Company Research – Cowshed Cardiff

• Cowshed Cardiff are an 
integrated PR, 
communication, design and 
media company in Wales.

• Created by 1 woman, now a 
company of 16 staff. 

• There landing page on the 
website rotates videos of 
the work they have 
produce.

• I liked watching the video, it 
pulled me in before having a 
look on the full website.

They have a jobs section on the website.

• Love the use of cow fur as the backing 
design on parts of the website!

https://www.wearecowshed.co.uk

https://www.wearecowshed.co.uk


Website/Company Research – Caffeine Marketing 

LinkedIn Page

Caffeine marketing Home Page Facebook page

• I like looking at local Advertising/Branding companies. Gives you a feel for what 
companies are out there for potential work in the future.

• Caffeine Marketing are a digital marketing solutions company with offices in Swansea and 
all across the UK.

• There is an abundance of information on their website, including contact numbers for all 
branches, an online live chat service and many more.

• I must admit at first glance I am not bowled over by the design of the website. Just a little 
bland for my liking. The red and grey work well together but just comes off a little boring.

• There branding is consistent though, the links from the website to Facebook, LinkedIn etc 
use the same imagery, fonts and logos.

https://www.caffeinemarketing.co.uk

https://www.caffeinemarketing.co.uk


Website/Company Research – S3 Advertising Agency

• A Cardiff based company.

• With a relatively small team of 36 people.

• S|3 Advertising website just seems all round fun! 
They swear, laugh, joke and just make all the content 
fun to read.

• They have worked with some big companies 
throughout the UK.

• I enjoyed looking through this website and seeing the 
fun way this company works.

• I absolutely love their ethos! 
They do not house big egos, 
they are all about sharing 
ideas and equals.

S|3 Home Page
https://s3advertising.agency

https://s3advertising.agency


Website/Company Research – Sticky Ideas & Advertising

• I like that you can view the work that they have completed on their website.

• This particular work is well known for the TV ads and radio ads! Days Motor 
Park. You can take a look at their process and watch videos too.

• This would definitely be a company I would actively try to gain employment 
with.

Sticky home page • A South Wales based company.

• Firstly I love this website! Everything from the colour schemes, the 
images and the humour.

• The company seem genuine and really down to earth. You get this 
impression straight away.

Project example from their website ʹ Days Motor Park. • They show a small 
insight to how the 
work was 
developed and 
produced.

https://makeitsticky.co.uk

https://makeitsticky.co.uk


Website/Company Research – Sticky Ideas & Advertising

• Every image on their website is of a smiling 
person or just a happy mouth.

• It just automatically makes you feel happy. It is 
warm and inviting.

• I like that you can contact 
them in many ways, phone 
email, sign up for a call 
back.

• I think I signed up for a 
news letter as well as 
asking them to contact me, 
oops! But at least I am now 
on their email list!

• They also have a small chat 
'Happy to help' messaging 
service in the corner of 
there website.

• The company also offer a free digital review service. 
Thaƚ Ɛ͛ gƌeaƚ ƚo be able ƚo geƚ a fƌee pƌofeƐƐional 
review of your work.



Development for 
my Website



Website Inspiration, how I would 
like to come across...

• I love yellow! I like 
the bright sunshine, 
happy feeling it 
gives.

• I am a bit of a 
perfectionist and 
sometimes that can 
be my downfall. I 
need to keep the 
preciseness but 
loosen up a little 
when it comes to 
my brand.

• I like to think I am a 
reliable person and 
this is how I want 
my identity to come 
across.



Research Inspiration, 4 Pillars of my brand

• I want anyone who is 
coming to check out 
my socials or website 
to view my own work, 
feel they can approach 
me for the honest 
person that I am.

• I want the website to 
be fresh, easy to 
navigate and not 
cluttered.

• Same goes with my 
identity, I want it to be 
clear cut, easy to 
understand and not 
complicated.

• I like the idea of using 
just my name as my 
identity/brand logo.



My Identify for Website

• I want my initials to be part 
of my identity, RDK and the 
logo to represent this 
somehow.

• I still like the idea of using 
my name as well though.

• My initial thought was to 
just use my name as my 
identity but after I started 
sketching and making little 
designs I felt that I wanted 
a small logo as well as the 
use of my name somehow.



My Identity - Progression
• From the previous sketches one of 

the logo ideas stood out to me.

• I initially was going to just use my 
name as my 'logo' but after doing 
some scamps I quite liked the idea 
of a small logo as well as the use 
of my name.

• I liked the combination of my 3 
initials RDK being combined 
together to form a pattern.

• I experimented with them and 
tried encasing them in a larger 
shape such as a rectangle or circle 
for example.

• I even tried including my 
profession in the shape but I 
thought this was a little too much.

• I wanted to have something 
simple that accompanied my 
name, to make it look a little less 
bland.



• I carried out some digital 
logo styles.

• Out of the designs I 
created on illustrator this 
layout of my initials was my 
favourite.

• I like how it all fit together 
neatly and felt the initials 
RDK could be read easily.

• It is simple and not hard to 
understand in my opinion.

• I wanted to encase it with a 
shape. I felt the round 
shape would work well 
with social media settings 
for images.

Digital Logo Progression

• My final decision for 
my logo was this one.



My Identity - Progression
• This page is where I wrote down 

some of my colour preferences, 
website layout styles and any other 
information I could think of for 
having on my website.

• I looked into some free website 
creating pages. For some reason I 
found WordPress quite tricky to get 
the hang of, so I ruled this one out.

• Wix seem fairly straight forward.

• As I am just starting out my website 
will look fairly empty but I wanted 
to be sure I put the correct pages 
on there for me, for the future and 
to build upon.

• I toyed with possibly having a 
picture of myself on their as well. I 
always like to see a persons face 
when I look at websites. Makes it 
feel like you are getting to know 
them a little more.



Website Layout Ideas
• I tried to sketch out some 

possible layouts for my 
website.

• It is a bit tricky to draw them 
as they may involve moving 
elements.

• I have added some notes to 
show what is meant.

• I like the idea of having 
separate pages/tabs to click.

• I would have my main home 
page that explains about me 
and what I am doing.

• Then have sub headings 
possibly at the top of the 
page to click and navigate to 
the individual pages, such as 
Portfolio, Contact me etc.



Choices of Colour Palette and Font
• I knew I wanted to use a 

bright colour like yellow or 
orange.

• Yellow is my favourite 
colour, it just makes me feel 
happy and bright.

• From the colours I looked 
into, the yellows that are 
bright seemed a little too 
much for the website.

• I chose to go half way 
between, more of a 
mustard colour.

• As for a 2nd colour, I like the 
use of grey, I think it is fairly 
modern and would work 
well with the mustard.

• I didn͛ƚ ǁanƚ ƚo go ƚoo daƌk 
though. So again I went for 
a fairly light grey.

• For my font I 
wanted 
something 
easy to read, 
with definable 
capitals to 
small caps.

• I decided that 
Louis George 
Café would be 
a great choice 
as the bold 
option was 
not too thick 
and in your 
face.

• There is a 
lighter option 
for this font 
as well which 
I felt would 
work well 
using both for 
Headings and 
Body text.



My Identity for website – Digital Progression



Elements that are on my Website

• These are some screen shots of a few elements of my home screen of my 
website.

• I wanted to show how the colours work together and how my logo sits along 
side my name.

• I also put links to my Facebook and Instagram pages on the website home page 
and bottom of the page with my other contact information.

• I decided to include an image of myself (and 
my husband in that photo). As I said previously, 
it is nice to see the face behind the work. For 
me it makes it feel more personal.

• I included a brief description of me and my 
journey so far as background information.

• Consistency with font and colours.



Attempt at a Word Press Page – As my website 
(That didn't work out)!

• https://racheldkestin732535896.wordpress.com

• I am quite family orientated so decided to display an image 
of the most important people to me, my family!

• As part of the Online Units we had to complete, I created a 
WordPress page personal to me and my university work. Just 
a small insight as to some of the projects I have done so far.

• I only chose a select few of my pieces to show to start with 
as I intend to create a full website using Wix.com and display 
all of my work so far.

• After this attempt for the online units, I found that I just 
could not get my head around WordPress, I found it hard to 
navigate and tricky to place stuff how I wanted it displayed.

https://racheldkestin732535896.wordpress.com


Rachel Kestin  

Student at UWTSD 

Tuesday, 6th April 2021 

 

Dear Mr Zander,  

  I got my A grade because I persevered until the very end of the semester in 

my year two university journey. I did not give up on myself, lord knows I wanted to many 

times, but I didn’t. I had to picked myself up off the floor a few times from exhaustion, 

dread and little will be left in me and give myself a sharp dose of reality. I started university 

with ambition and high hopes for my future, to better my life for the benefit of myself and 

my family. To be able to go out into the employment world and get the job I had worked 

hard for, to enjoy my career, not work because I have to but because I wanted to. I wanted 

a degree; I want to be able to throw my cap in the air with my peers and be able to say I 

achieved this through sheer determination. This feeling never changed throughout my time 

in university, it did become a little masked and clouded from the obstacles along the way. 

Antifragile thinking helped me to get my A grade that I aimed for, I lacked confidence in my 

abilities for a long time and used my age as an excuse for this, but I constantly challenged 

these feelings and have become a stronger and better person. I tried to use my age to my 

advantage rather than see it as a barrier for my potential. 

 

During year two of my studies the world had to change to account for Covid. We all had to 

face new unknown challenges and adapt as Covid destroyed regular routines. Regardless of 

these new challenges I still wanted to get to the end achievement, I did not allow the 

changes that everyone was now facing to undo all the hard work and effort put in so far. 

Being given an A grade at the start of the semester made me feel that anything was possible 

if you just concentrate and put your mind to it. We all have to adapt and make changes 

throughout life at some point, so I just embraced it.  

 

Covid, lockdown and isolation for the best part of a year made university extremely 

challenging. Working from home with the same four walls for months made my enthusiasm 

difficult to maintain. Home learning teams’ calls were a challenge to begin with, it was 

different to what I had experienced so far, but they did get easier. I found rather than keep 

myself on mute during lectures, I wanted to interact more with other students and the 

lecturers, so I would turn on my camera and unmute myself. Putting myself out there like 

that was difficult but overall this helped my confidence grow in the unusual circumstances. 

These new conditions made me ask questions, speak openly about how my work was 

progressing and engage with others. It soon became not so different than being in a lecture 

room filled with others. It helped me make acquaintances and friends where I may not have 

otherwise done so.  

 

I took all the advice I could get throughout my second year, spoke to fellow students that 

had been through the process I was now facing. This leading me into my final year with 

knowledge and understanding of what I was being asked to produce. I felt in control 

throughout my second year, not shadowed by pressure of workloads and looming 

deadlines. I made my work manageable, this allowing me to have time to think clearly and 

produce work to my full potential. I never missed a deadline; I balanced my home life and 

university successfully and achieved something I never thought possible.  



I gained my A grade (Degree Classification) just like I was told I would right back on day one 

and my god I am proud of my accomplishment.  

 

Kind Regards  

 

Rachel Kestin 

 

 


