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Assessment Two Medieval Bibliography 

    I have chosen Froissart’s Chronicles for this assessment. It is a work in four parts chronicling the history of his time and covers 1322 to 1400 and major events and characters contained therein.  He was a colorful writer, a journalist in perhaps a way not known at the time and a chronicler of people, places and so importantly war.  His description of Sluys and Crecy, the Black Death, sieges sacks and more have inspired generations of military historians and romantics.  The Great Schism, the Peasant’s Revolt and the Downfall of Richard II are just some of the highlights. My own accolades of Froissart and warnings about the complexity of this subject pale in comparison to experts so I quote Larry Crist in his review of the Diller Edition (see 8 herein) when he remarks “the works of the most important medieval French historiographer, whose account spans most of the fourteenth century (1322-1400)-this is, of course, Jean Froissart-will not have an easy time of it” and he echoes other writers in stating that “The Societe d’Historie of France edition, destined to be the standard one…”
    Crist, Larry S. 1993. ‘Review of Chroniques’, South Atlantic Review, 58.2: 181–85 <https://doi.org/10.2307/3200983>
Although it is a work in four parts it is not always produced in its entirety.  With so many versions and editions it could make for an endless study making it difficult to choose editions. It has been reproduced in manuscripts over the centuries with beautiful illustrations and illuminations.
I have assembled here ways to read his oeuvre in different languages, by different editors both in hard copy and online.  One can also view gorgeous manuscripts online as well but that is beyond the scope of this assignment.  I have placed a short note under each entry to highlight the reason that it has been included here.

1) Froissart, Jean Chronicles of England France Spain and the Adjoining Countries Recorded Books 1990.  This can be found @ Froissart's Chronicles - Audiobook, by Jean Froissart | Chirp (chirpbooks.com).
This online audio version would be of use to both the academic and the general public.  The Chronicles are written in a lively and engaging style making it amenable to reading aloud.  This is a complete and unabridged version. Anyone who is vision impaired would now be able to do research in the Chronicles.

2) [bookmark: _Hlk87340197]Sir John Froissart Chronicles of England France Spain and the Adjoining Countries (Henry G. Bohn, London, 1852)

3) [bookmark: _Hlk86839293]Jean Froissart, Chronicles of England France Spain and the Adjoining Countries Translated by Geoffrey Brereton  (Penguin Books Ltd 1978)
This version includes an introduction by Geoffrey Brereton that includes the history of the printing of Chronicles as well as a short discussion of Jean Le Bel and his chronicles and the part they play in Froissart’s writing.  There is also an explanation of how this four-part work often wound up being published only in part.  Part one has been published from manuscripts that differ while part two is from one version only though it appeared in dozens of manuscripts.  This introduction is very helpful in sorting the various problems with the complexities of a work that has so many parts.

Also helpful in this edition is an Index of Persons, a map and a glossary, all valuable in study.

4) Froissart, Jean. Chronicles of England, France, Spain, and the Adjoining Countries,: From the Latter Part of the Reign of Edward II. to the Coronation of Henry IV. translated by Thomas Johnes. (William Smith 129) 

Modern diction and attached history of the life of Froissart and critique of the Chronicles in two volumes and a very detailed table of contents make this useful.  It also contains illustraions.

5)   Jean Froissart Chronicles of England France Spain and the Adjoining Countries	         Edited by. by Sime´on Luce, Gaston Raynaud, (Le´on and Albert Mirot, Societe de l’Histoire de France 15 vols Paris 1869-1975)
 

6. ‘The Online Froissart’. https://www.dhi.ac.uk/onlinefroissart/apparatus.jsp?type=context&context=about_the_edition Edited by Peter Ainsworth and Godfried Croenen [accessed 3 November 2021]
     The Online FROISSART’ https://www.dhi.ac.uk/onlinefroissart/apparatus.jsp?type=pred
Is a digitized version of the Chronicles that allows easy navigation throughout the work. There are     also links to explanations and to academic articles.  This seems to be geared toward students and academics who wish to search the Chronicles and learn more.  It is important for this use and for presenting a clear digitized form.  Another version is available at https://www.medievalist.globalfolio.net/eng/f/index.php

7.  Froissart, Jean, Chroniques de J. Froissart (Paris: Mme Ve. J. Renouard 1869 Paris)
This is an excellent French language version.  As much is lost or may be lost in translation it is important to have it in the original language.  Idiomatic problems will always exist when any work is translated from the original and although French itself obviously changed a great deal from when the original was written in 14th Century until the 19th Century it is still of great value as closer to the original yet understandable by the modern French reader.
8. Froissart, Jean Chroniques. Livre I, Le manuscript d'Amiens, bibliothèque municipale n° 486, Edited by George T. Diller, 5 vol, (Genève, Droz, 1991-1998) 
Considered a standard and acknowledged as a very dependable version as outline in my opening paragraphs.
9.  The Chronicles of Froissart (Les Chroniques de Froissart), translated by John Bourchier, Lord Berners, edited and reduced into one volume by G. C. Macaulay, London, 1924 John Bourchier Berners (London, Printed for F. C. and J. Rivington 1812)
This can be viewed at Jean Froissart, Chronicles [etc.]) <http://archive.org/details/sirjohnfroissart02froi> [accessed 22 October 2021])
Important as it is complete.
10. Œuvres de Froissart. Chroniques Chronicles of England France Spain and the Adjoining Countries ed. by Baron Kervyn de Lettenhove, 26 vols (Brussels, 1867–1877).  Important as this has the entire production in its principal form.
And finally:
11. Jean Froissart, Illustrated Chronicles of England, France, Spain and the Adjourning Countries, (Longman, Hurst, Rees and Orme; and J. White 1806) 
This is important as a rare and beautifully edition illustrated with 57 illustrated engravings.





