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Essay 2: A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources
Word Count: 267

This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers, J Brink, T. L. 1978. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, 82-85, and of Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H. 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, 187-197. 

Introduction
The two papers, although written 21 years apart, share similarities in subject matter. Both papers describe the results of studies conducted to examine belief in reincarnation in Abrahamic contexts. Both studies were conducted in England in the last millennium. However, the studies have significant differences in their methodologies. 
Dr. Brink is a professor of psychology at Crafton Hills College in California.[footnoteRef:1] Brink’s research here is largely quantitative and rooted in positivism, and this is perhaps explained by the fact that he has spent a large part of his career working in the medical field, even serving as faculty at the Stanford School of Psychiatry.[footnoteRef:2] The Review of Religious Research journal, where the paper was published, is also particularly interested in empirical research related to religion and spirituality, which may explain the positivist approach.[footnoteRef:3] In his 1978 paper, Brink posed that “Simultaneous belief in Roman Catholic doctrine, astrology and reincarnation is logically incompatible.”[footnoteRef:4] In order to test his hypothesis, he conducted research with around 200 adolescent girls at a Catholic girls school, studying their beliefs concerning religion, astrology and reincarnation through a survey that was given to the girls during class time. Brink’s hypothesis was not confirmed and he concluded that contradicting beliefs can be held simultaneously. The paper is concisely structured into three and a half pages. When analysing this paper, it is important to consider that this study was conducted almost fifty years ago and research standards were different than they are now.  [1:  https://www.craftonhills.edu/faculty-and-staff/behavior-intervention-team/profile.php?url=t.-brink.xml ]  [2:  www.researchgate.net/profile/Tl-Brink?ev=brs_overview]  [3:  https://journals.sagepub.com/overview-metric/RRR?_gl=1*17kiejx*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTI3NDkwNzg2My4xNzczNDkwNDk0*_ga_60R758KFDG*czE3NzM0OTA0OTMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzM0OTA0OTMkajYwJGwwJGg2MTEyNjEzNjA. ]  [4:  Brink, Page 82] 
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