OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 
26/09/2022 10:50 Years 1/2

	Where and When: 

Outside of classroom, just as the first scheduled playtime had finished and the pupils were returning to class. Lots of pupils bunched up and attempting to walk down staircase at close intervals


	What happened: 

As the year 1 and year 2 pupils were returning to the classroom after a 15minute break outside in the warm and sunny conditions, one of the pupils dangerously sat and glided down on the frame of the bar which is used to hold onto when walking down the stairs to the classroom.
The Teaching Assistant on duty noticed the incident and asked the student how they could have walked down the stairs in a safer, more sensible manner. “I could have walked down the stairs like everyone else” the student responded. The Teaching Assistant then said the words “don’t tell me, show me” at which point the pupil walked back up the steps to have a second attempt of descending the stairs. This time the pupil had walked sensibly, and both the student and Teaching Assistant were satisfied.


	Areas of possible exploration: 

This happened moments after the students were outside playing and socialising together. After 15minutes of playing, the children were still energetic and had not fully reset back into focus mode as they were still outside and not fully in the classroom environment. There was also no obvious sign of any members of staff in the students immediate vicinity however the teaching assistant was just behind the student and had caught the scene take place.
Healthy, confident individuals, informed


	Notes: 

Right after break where the pupils as a collective were still wanting to make the most of their time outside of the classroom.
For this day also, the teacher had to run errans in another part of the school. This left it to us the researchers in the classroom, as well as the Teaching Assistant in charge of keeping the pupils on task and safe. As the teacher was not around until after the first break time, the students routine and schedule had been impacted. The students familiar with the teachers presense and now on this day, this change in routine may have caused the pupils to behave and act different to their normal everyday selves, especially to those pupils who are rutine and structure dependant.
This day was also busy, as it was a ‘pathways’ day in which all of the year 1 and year 2 pupils were switching classrooms in order to work on their literacy. With lots of movement and not having a consistent time in each classroom, the students may have been finding it difficult to settle alongside also having to adjust to new or different classroom envinroments. 







Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
26/09/2022, 3:10 Year 1/2

	Where and When: 

Near to the end of the day as the final lesson was coming to an end, the pupils were sitting down on the mat which they often use for organised meets as a class and always return to once lessons are finished. Occured on a Monday afternoon.


	What happened: 

The students in the classroom were finishing up from their final lesson of the day. The class is very active as the lessons involve a series of different ongoing activities happening around the room. Continuous and enhanced provision tasks that students outside of the focus teaching group can roam and chose which activity they will partake in. This involves activities such as a group stationed within a ‘reading corner’ where students are tasked with reading to one another. Other areas of the class require more tidying up such as the building blocks area on the carpet. 
As the final lesson of the day was ending, the students were asked to tidy anything they had been using away and to sensibly return to sitting down on the mat in the main seating area of the classroom. One of the students that had occasionally been called out previously did not listen to the given instructions and had started shouting out loud while the class was tidying up and preparing to leave the school for the day. “Look who is shouting again” the teacher had said to catch the student’s attention. 
As part of the process for settling the students. The teacher identified the need for “setting a good example” when talking to all the students once they had returned to sitting down on the mat. The teacher then made use of positive reinforcement by suggesting that if the class were to behave to a high standard, then a class novel would be read out aloud to the class. The teacher also explained that if the students behaved well and listened well during the class novel reading time, then class dojo points would be given out to students showing a willingness to pay attention and be sensible as a reward. This class dojo system encourages good behavior and helps with creating good habits where children are always aiming to behave well to acquire points. 


	Areas of possible exploration: 

Positive reinforcement – making students aware that if they behave well, then they would be rewarded with class dojo points
Negative reinforcement – those who would not perform well would miss out on an oppurtunity to aquire dojo points.
The importance of routine – the teacher had not been present for the whole day and was missing for the first 3 hours of the day. Some students had behaved poorly and were knocked off of their normal daily routine from this.


	Notes:

Busy time as the final lesson was coming to an end. Students from all around the classroom were tidying and walking back to sit on the classroom mat where students always return back to. Some students act sensibly when returning and some are extra energetic when returning and seem to rush other students to make sure everyone is finished on time. Some students not fully aware of what is happening and take a longer time to tidy and get settled back on the mat. 
After all lessons are finished, students can be irritated and at that time might have just wanted to be finished with the day at school and just want to get home.





Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 
27/09/22, 11:50, Year 1


	Where and When: 

Just before lunchtime, during a fieldtrip which involved the students walking for almost 2 miles. Students gathered together on a patch of grass sitting while one of the teachers on the trip read aloud a story from a book.


	What happened: 

Field trip involving 9 members of staff including both qualified teachers at the school and student teachers and around 70 pupils all from year 1. 
The school trip involved first walking to the planned location. This was a 1.7mile walk that involved walking through woodland and also a series of urban areas where children were supported and made sure to pay attention when crossing roads and walking in a sensible manor in groups to make sure all pupils were accounted for at all times. 
The walk took around 90 minutes both to the site and back to the school. During the walk, students had repeatedly asked if the group could stop and eat lunch or have a drink to re-energize. This was not possible as we were on a time schedule and had to make sure to reach the site in a timely manner without the challenge of stagnated breaks and pauses for certain individuals. 
Once everyone had arrived at the site, students were given an opportunity to catch their breath, relax and also have their food and drinks. One of the teachers then picked up a book in order to read to the year 1’s that were present. During this, one of the students stood up and attempted to start a conversation while the teacher was reading to the students. “Sit down you’ve been told” was said by the teacher in order to return them to sitting on the grass where the rest of the students remained sitting quietly. 

	Areas of possible exploration: 

· This was the student’s first school field trip, so had no prior experience of what the plan would be and what sort of challenges they may encounter. 
· A long journey to the location and back, many felt fatigued and would ask for breaks and also need help with carrying coats and tying shoelaces etc. 
· Exhausted a lot of energy so may have been acting different to normal, more tired, and some more energetic as they were outside of the classroom environment and might have felt like they were given an easier opportunity to do what they wanted outside of the school walls.


	Notes: 

· Lots of distractions such as people wandering around. Students would often look around and stop watching the book being read out loud. A new environment for many of them and curiosity to see everything happening in their surroundings – loss of attention on the reading session.
· Lack of energy from the long walk to the site.
· Not paying as much attention as within school facility – outside and might have felt like they can have more freedom to act they want since not within their usual space.
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