




Part One

In this section, I will reflect on the professional learning gained as a result of being asked to design a curriculum. It has been important for me to reflect on this experience so that I can apply everything I have learned to my future professional practice. I will be using Driscoll’s (2007) three step reflection model. 

What?

When I was asked to produce a curriculum proposal, I was initially nervous. I felt like I was out of my depth and was worried about how I would execute it. The more research I undertook into the amount of work that went into creating a curriculum, the more nervous I got. When presented with the task it was important for me to identify a topic area I am passionate about and one where there was a particular ‘need’ for the curriculum. I volunteer at a domestic abuse charity and conducted my dissertation on Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and their detrimental effect; therefore, I have extensive understanding and knowledge of the importance of being a trauma-informed practitioner. From this, the idea of a trauma-awareness training program for lecturers at UWTSD to become trauma-informed practitioners snowballed. Now that I had the concept it was important for me to tie down the logistics of the curriculum, IE who, what, where? McLean and Ashwin (2016) highlight the logistics of a curriculum are just as important as the content, so it was important for me to consider the finer details and put them into action.  After careful consideration I decided that the lessons would be more accessible for the target audience if they were held in the evenings, I also decided that the best location for the course would be the University Campus. 

It was then important for me to devise a scheme of work, a timetable for sessions, and the learning outcomes for the course. Streveler, Smith, and Pilotte (2012) stipulate the content and learning outcomes of a program are essential in ensuring effective delivery. I put a lot of thought into the course material and the learning outcomes and was confident that these could be met and were relevant to the needs of the course. It was important for me to align the content, assessment, and delivery to ensure the learning outcomes could be met and the content was relevant. It was also important for me to consider professional standards, and decipher how these would be adhered to throughout the sessions. As this is a subject that I am passionate about, devising the content and topics that would be covered was enjoyable for me. 

So what?

After careful planning and consideration,  I put together my curriculum proposal, and overall, I am proud of the outcome. I think that the justification linked to relevant policy and legislation such as the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act (Welsh Government, 2015) which Donaldson (2016) believes is a critical component for new curriculum proposals. I put a lot of thought into the content that would need to be covered and I believe I have devised a strong proposal. Throughout my proposal, and in the research stages I knew that I wanted to put the students at the centre of the learning. Javed (2023) highlights putting the student at the centre of learning is crucial for higher educators because it fosters personalised engagement, empowers self-directed learning, and cultivates critical thinking skills essential for lifelong learning and success. Student-centred learning is something that I wanted to foster within my own proposal, and I think this is something that I managed to convey.  

Once the initial nerves had surpassed and the overwhelming feelings subsided and I got started, I was surprised by how much I enjoyed the project. Upon completion, I felt a sense of achievement and belief in my capabilities which Glazzard and Coverdale (2018) pin as imperative for newly qualified teachers as they are often placed out of their comfort zone. 
  
Now what?

I am very grateful for the exposure this assignment has given me and I feel I have gained critical skills to take through to my professional practice. Going forward, I know if an employer were to ask me to complete such a task, I would be more confident in my capabilities. I believe this assignment has strengthened my critical thinking and problem-solving skills which Fahim and Masouleh (2012) deem vital for educators to possess, particularly in the higher education sector. As a result of this assignment, I have gained a much better understanding of what is required when putting together a curriculum. I also think this exposure has given me valuable insight into the finer details that make up curriculum programs, which I think will be extremely beneficial for me in my professional practice because it has equipped me with a deeper understanding of the ‘behind the scenes’ work and all the finer details that make up a successful curriculum. 

After undertaking this curriculum proposal, I now have a better understanding of; benchmarking statements, relevant policy and legislation, professional standards, and general curriculum logistics that I would not have had to consider before. I think this knowledge will aid me in becoming a more informed practitioner and I will be sure to apply all the lessons I have learned, to my professional practice. 


Part 2 

In this section I will reflect on the feedback obtained as part of the blind peer review process, I will also reflect on the experience of providing feedback as part of the peer review process. I will use Driscoll’s (2007) three step model of reflection.

What?

As part of the assignment, we were given the task whereby we had to blindly peer review three of our peer's curriculum proposals and receive feedback on our own. Forsberg et al (2022) explain peer review is a critical evaluation process where scholarly work is assessed by experts in the field before it is published. Moore and Teather (2013) believe peer review provides authors with valuable feedback. Nichol, Thomson and Breslin (2014) champion this belief, highlighting that the peer review process can; identify strengths and weaknesses, and suggest revisions to enhance the work's clarity, coherence, and impact. It was important for me to gain feedback from my peers on my curriculum proposal, although I was initially nervous. I believe I was nervous due to how passionate I was about the curriculum I had devised, and I was worried that any negative feedback would demotivate and upset me. But I needn’t worry, all the feedback that I received was very complimentary and constructive. Hamid and Mahmood (2010) bring attention to the important role feedback plays in continuous professional development, so it was beneficial for me to have that exposure.

I also enjoyed reading my peer's proposals, I learned so much through them and enjoyed reading about topics that I would not normally have exposure to. It was evident that my peers were all very knowledgeable and passionate about the topics they were conveying, and I wanted to ensure that was recognised in the feedback I delivered. Details of the peer review feedback I produced can be found in Appendix A, B and C. This task was very beneficial for me because it gave me the experience of providing feedback to others, which will be something that I will need to do as part of my everyday practice (Winstone, Pitt and Nash, 2021). I wanted to ensure all feedback that was given was positive and constructive, it was evident that the authors are experts in their field, and I wanted to recognise that. 
 
So what?

I found the whole peer review process very beneficial and insightful. It was helpful for me to have a fresh set of eyes on my proposal and for my peers to think of areas of development that I had not considered. My peers were all very complimentary of my proposal and their feedback instilled me with confidence that I had conveyed the need for the proposal well. 

One of the recommendations was for my program to be offered annually to aid in continuous professional development, I think this was a fantastic recommendation and solidified to me that the reader considered my curriculum worthy to be offered annually. One comment I found very insightful was “Real-life experience and bringing in professionals with expertise in this area would add relevance to this topic, demonstrating the complex nature of trauma and how people respond to it.” I agree with this statement and upon reflection, I feel it would be beneficial for me to explore adding a session whereby guest speakers can share their experiences with trauma and how that affected them in their personal and professional lives. I feel this would be a beneficial addition to the curriculum and I am thankful to the reader for bringing this to my attention. This highlights the benefits of the peer review process and illustrates to me that I had nothing to be nervous about and that is a process that I will embrace in the future (Goldberg et al, 2010). 

Now what?

Going forward, I now have a newfound confidence in my capabilities. If I was presented with a task to compose a curriculum in my professional practice, I will feel more equipped to do so. Moreover, now that I have had exposure to the peer review process it has enlightened me with the benefits of collaboration and feedback. If in the future I had to devise any curriculum or proposal I would be sure to consult with my peers and relevant experts in the field to gain their feedback, this would also ensure that I align with professional standards to collaborate with others to enhance practice (Advance HE, 2023).

I am thankful for the exposure to the peer review process and the opportunity to develop a proposal for a curriculum on a topic that I am extremely passionate about. I believe this assignment has equipped me with valuable knowledge and skills that I will be able to put into real-life contexts in both a professional and personal capacity.
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Appendix A 
Attached is a copy of the peer review feedback sheet provided for paper 2- Teaching neurodiversity in post-16 education.
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 

I feel that the curriculum proposal and rationale was clear and the author highlighted the need for the curriculum well. I feel that the curriculum has been well thought out and planned and the target audience is appropriate. 







The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
I feel the aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate and clear. The author has clearly put a lot of thought in to the learning journey and how they will get their learners there.  








The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
I feel that the curriculum structure has been designed very well and a lot of thought has gone in to what would be sufficient for the content to be covered and the learning outcomes to be met. 







Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
Very good links to professional standards, clearly well thought out and planned. 










Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of work was very detailed and clearly well planned, it is clear that the author is very knowledgeable on the subject. The teaching resources were quite light considering the content – but nevertheless very informative. 









Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
I think it is evident that the author is very knowledgeable and passionate on the subject and it is clear there is a need for the curriculum. There were some formatting issues IE long sentences making it hard to read in some places, but nevertheless I think it was a really well thought out and planned proposal and made me come away thinking there is a need for this curriculum in the sector. Well done! 














Appendix B 
Attached is a copy of the peer review feedback sheet provided for paper 6- No title
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
Fantastic rationale – really well formatted and clear to read. It is evident that the author is very knowledgeable on the subject






The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
I feel that the aims and objectives for the curriculum are certainly appropriate for the topic and learning group – as a lay person with no medical background I did find it hard to read in certain areas due to medical jargon – but I think this is to be expected with the curriculum in question and the target audience being registered nurses. 







The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
Curriculum logistics have been clearly well thought through and planned and I think they suit the needs of the topic and cohort. 







Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
There are clear links to The UK Professional Standards Framework throughout the proposal.








Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
Although lesson plans were included, there were no additional teaching resources included in the proposal. I think it would have been beneficial to include these so that readers would be able to view the proposed learning journey more clearly. Although clear thought has been given in to where the proposed learning will take place, there is no suggested timetable or full scheme of work which I think would have been helpful. But the author has justified the logistics in terms of where the learning should take place fantastically










Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
I think that the author is clearly very knowledgeable and passionate on the subject and has really highlighted the need for the curriculum in the sector. Although it was hard to read on times due to medical jargon and being a lay person, the curriculum was clearly appropriate for the target audience. Really well formatted and presented, well done! 
















Appendix C 
Attached is a copy of the peer review feedback sheet provided for paper 11- Film and TV
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
Fantastic rationale, put in to real life context and personal experience given I feel that this really highlighted the need for the course. The author is clearly very passionate and knowledgeable on the subject and it shines through. 








The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims and objectives for the curriculum are relevant and appropriate for the learning group, it is evident that a lot of thought has been put in to them. 
The author also ensured that they considered the expectations from their students at level 4, I think this was helpful and highlighted how much consideration has gone in to their curriculum. 






The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
I think the cohort structure has been clearly planned and well thought out to ensure that the learning outcomes can be met and all content delivered. The author provided incredible detail and has shown exactly how they envisage taking their learners on their learning journey. 







Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	

It is clear the author has given careful thought to all aspects of the professional standards and where this would fit in to their curriculum. 









Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of work is clear and in depth – it clearly shows from start to finish exactly what would be included throughout the year and why. It appears there is nothing that the author has not thought of and their attention to detail is incredible – it really highlights the authors knowledge and passion.










Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
I think that this was an incredible curriculum proposal. The author is clearly very knowledgeable and passionate about the subject area and that shines through. I think the author has really considered the learning aims and outcomes and devised a course that ensures these will be met, the scheme of work is in depth and clearly shows where the author intends to take the students on their learning journey. The benefits of the curriculum have been identified  Well done! 
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