Daniel Phillips 1802581 Film and Tv – Lecturer – Robert Jones

At the age of thirteen, I began having an interest in graphic novels, primarily ones that featured Batman. I had grown up with the Christopher Nolan films along with televisions shows such as Batman: The Animated Series which both featured dark storylines that I still appreciate today. One of the first graphic novels I read was called Batman Year One written by Frank Miller. I had read that it was one of Nolan’s influences for Batman Begins and wanted to see what he took from the book to make one of my favourite films as a child and to identify what changes he made in comparison.
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In the back of the book I saw that Nolan had spoken about how he enjoyed this book and another book called Batman: The Long Halloween which was used as inspiration for The Dark Knight. The Long Halloween was written by Jeph Loeb and illustrated by Tim Sale. The plot set around Batman trying to find a serial killer nicknamed “Holiday” who kills only Crime family members on holidays. The first holiday being Halloween and continuing over the course of several months. 
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Tim sale was a great inspiration to me as an artist when one of my main interests was drawing. I would read all of his and Jeph Loeb’s collaborated work which had a variety of beautiful artwork which stood out to me more than other comic book illustrators work.  
Tim draws the rough sketch and uses black ink on his work with a brush and has a colourist fill in the colours afterward, Tim has said before in an interview that he is colour blind and found inspiration for his work through other artists who also suffered from colour blindness.
[bookmark: _Hlk8083788](Tim Sale interview at Denver Comic Con - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNH1zvlFhEw) 
Image #1 – Harvey “Two-face” Dent
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This is possibly my favourite image from both Tim’s work and comic book art in general. His use of black is what I like most about it primarily because of how it’s the only colour he uses to make solid shadows and give the character more defined and threatening features which makes the entire image more melancholic and somewhat depressing. 
What I appreciate most about the image is what he as the artist is trying to tell us with his drawing. Jeph Loeb has already provided a well-made back story and a well-made journey for the character that is Harvey Dent and Tim Sale makes it more defined through this drawing. 
His face is perfectly split as is his pinstripe suit. One side being bright and the other, dark and grotesque which is a reflection of his personality. To the left you see Harvey dent, the man who wanted to make the world a better place by imprisoning the criminals with him tossing his coin in the air as he would as normal. To the right, you see the exposed monster in him. The very person he swore to fight against in which he has now become, holding a gun and ready to kill without a moment’s notice, contradicting everything he once stood for as a law-abiding citizen and a man of the court.  
[image: ]Image #2 – Batman and Gotham city 

















[bookmark: _GoBack]This was used in one of Sale and Loeb’s best-known collaborative books, “The long Halloween”. This is an inked version of the same sketch before colouration. What I appreciate most about this image is the shading, the solid used of black on Batman to me represents mystery between him and the people of Gotham. He is standing tall above the city he has sworn to protect. Another great factor is Batman appearing taller than the buildings. It feels as though Tim is trying to give the implication that Batman is the sole being of keeping the city together by doing the things that he feels are necessary to protect what he values most.
Colours and romance
Both Tim and Jeph worked on Marvel storylines that involved the heroes having lost someone important and talking about how they feel and end reminiscing about the important moments they shared with each-other. The two made four stories; Spiderman Blue, Hulk Gray, Daredevil Yellow and Captain America White.  Three of the story lines are love based romantically, the each revolve around grieving through the loss of a girlfriend where as Captain America is reeling from the loss of his friend Bucky, never the less the feeling of isolation amongst each protagonist is very similar.
[image: ]Image #3 – Hulk and the rabbit



















This is another image with a rather sad backstory. Hulk stumbles across the rabbit after being chased by the army. Hulk accidentally kills the rabbit by petting it too hard and then realizes what he has done as the Hulk.  The scene is very similar to that of the scene in John Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” in which the character “Lennie” kills a mouse accidentally by petting it to hard. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8083996]“I was just petting it with my fingers as we was walking long.” (Of mice and men written by John Steinbeck 1937 and directed by Gary Sinise 1992)
Hulks behaviour in the scene is very similar to Lennie’s as they are both big framed and don’t fully understand the concept of pain. Neither character is fully aware of what is that they have done let alone the fact that the creature they are both petting is dead. Another similarity is that both characters mean no harm to those around them and never inflict pain unless they have no choice in the matter.
What grabs me most about what Jeph and Tim are doing with the character is that they make Hulk appear more sympathetic than the normal human beings in the book. Although his alter ego, Bruce Banner as human form is a normal, the Hulk is cast out by society and forced into hiding otherwise he would be killed or imprisoned for being deemed a threat to humanity. The rabbit is something that doesn’t run away from him or try to inflict pain on him. He merely wants to have something comforting in his time of need and unfortunately his strength gets the better of him and kills one of the few things that shows him any sort of compassion.
Image #4 - Mister Freeze
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The simplicities are what stand out to me in this image. This is merely a simple inked sketch that Tim has done hundreds of times before, the same solid shadowing on the subject with the light shading for the background. What I find most appealing is the impression that I am getting from it, to some it is merely a simple portrait of an iconic Batman villain however, this image along can tell me a lot about the personality of the character that is Mister Freeze. Victor Fries is one of the few villains that an audience can feel sympathetic for, he only does what he does for the benefit of his dying wife, Nora.  The image is a reminder as to what it is that he stands for, he is willing to do anything and kill anyone who tries to get in his way. The subtle detail such as the patchy ink in the background giving the impression that it is snowing signifies, he may be in his comfort zone and possibly even where he feels he may belong. 
Image #5 – Solomon Grundy 
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Similar to the design of the Hulk, Tim’s take on Solomon Grundy has a very similar storyline. Both are cast out and seen as freaks of nature in the eyes of others around them. The one most notable difference being that Hulk is a hero and Grundy is a villain however, like the Mister Freeze sketch, the piece gives me the impression that Solomon is taking refuge in the only place that he feels completely safe. It does make him look more like a monster, living in a sewer and being an outcast against society due his size and unusual complexion which is somewhat similar to that of the elephant man who felt more comfortable concealing his face from the public to hide his grotesque features.
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(The Elephant Man. Directed by David Lynch and performed by John Hurt)
The space for where these images should be displayed to the public, should be within a gallery that features more of Tim Sales work. The location does not necessarily have to be a building with an interior with plain white walls with his images draped across them in frames however, I feel it would be much better as the viewer to see the wall be his art piece so that his work can be appreciated much more to the eye. By this I mean each piece covering a large section if not an entire wall so that everything he has placed in each sketch can be picked up on by anyone and everyone who examines it. Leaving nothing unseen.
 I chose these images primarily because I have been a big fan of Sale and Loeb’s work in comics. I feel they blend perfectly together as writer and artist. His work is much more different to other comic book artists such as Greg Capullo, Jim Lee, Lee Bermejo etc. The over exaggerated features and shadows are what I love most about him, the characters along with the stories are entirely fictitious and because they are comic books, you as the writer can allow that to happen to the art without it being a distraction to the story you want to tell and I feel that is Sale’s legacy as one of the great under appreciated artists. 
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“THE LONG HALLOWEEN is more than a cogli@book. It's an epic tragedy.”

— Christopher Nolan (directordifie Dark Knight Rises)
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