Encyclopaedia Entry 
Carrie Gealy 
The Ahmadiyya Movement
This encyclopaedia entry will be focusing on the Ahmadiyya Movement. The Ahmadiyya Movement is a branch of Sufi (mystical) Islam that was founded in 19th century British India. The aims of this encyclopaedia entry are to provide a detailed account of the founding of Ahmadiyya Islam and the development throughout history to the present day. This encyclopaedia will also look at brief similarities and differences of Ahmadiyya to other branches of Islam, and discrimination against the movement. 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
[image: ]The Ahmadiyya Movement was founded by a man named Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in the late 19th century. This was at a time when conditions in British India resembled those that were prophesised by the Prophet Muhammad in the 7th century, where an awaited Messiah will return.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Adil Hussain Khan., From Sufism to Ahmadiyya: A Muslim Minority Movement in South Asia (Indiana University Press: Bloomington, Indiana: 2015), p.2  ] 


[image: ]Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was born in Qadian which is located in the Punjab region of India, bordering Pakistan, in 1836. In 1883, Ghulam Ahmad announced that he was the Mujaddid meaning ‘renewer’ of the faith, the Muhaddath meaning ‘person spoken to by Allah or an angel’, the Mahdi meaning ‘rightly guided one’, and the promised Messiah.[footnoteRef:2] According to Sufi tradition, there is an awaited messiah that Muslim’s believe appear every century, which Ghulam Ahmad announced to be himself, and his mission was to reform Islam.[footnoteRef:3] British colonies in India during this time period evidently brought Christian traditions and Christian missionaries, which is reflected in the writings of Ghulam Ahmad.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Marzia Balzani., ‘Dreaming, Islam and the Ahmadiyya Muslims in the UK’ in History and Anthropology. Vo. 21, Iss. 2 (2010) <https://web-b-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=1&sid=a4479e3e-4050-4abc-be99-0fd8617cfa60%40pdc-v-sessmgr01> (Accessed: 19/03/19), p.294 ]  [3:  Francis Robinson., ‘Ahmad and the Ahmadiyya’ in History Today. Vol. 40 (1990) https://web-b-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=1&sid=f4f91194-d303-4847-85dc-458a6ac0d7b9%40sessionmgr102 (Accessed: 21/03/19), pp.42-43]  [4:  Marzia Balzani., ‘Dreaming, Islam and the Ahmadiyya Muslims in the UK’, p.294] 
Figure 1 - Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

Figure 2 - Punjab region of India

In the writings of Ghulam Ahmad during this time, he described Islamic life and community to be decaying and urged the need for a Messiah. Ghulam Ahmad drew comparisons between 19th century India and Palestine during the time of the birth of Christ. He argued that the Prophet Jesus had appeared approximately 1,300 years after the time of Moses, and as the formation of Islam was approximately 1,300 years ago, the Messiah must appear. This was well received by the Muslim’s in India who felt some level of oppression by the intense missionary activities of Christians and Hindus.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Francis Robinson., ‘Ahmad and the Ahmadiyya’, p.42] 


According to Ghulam Ahmad, Allah and his Prophet Muhammad appeared to him through a series of dreams and visions, directly guiding him to the true path of religious salvation.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Marzia Balzani., ‘Dreaming, Islam and the Ahmadiyya Muslims in the UK’, p.294 ] 


‘One night I was busy writing when a feeling of drowsiness overtook me, and I went to sleep. At that time, I saw the Holy Prophet Muhammad, His face shone like the full moon. He came close to me and I felt as though he wished to embrace me. I witnessed that rays of light came forth from him and penetrated into me… Then the doors of Revelation were thrown open to me and my Lord said to me: ‘Oh Ahmad, God has blessed thee… Tell the people that you have been called to a Divine Mission and that you are yourself the first to believe in that mission.’[footnoteRef:7] – Mirza Ghulam Ahmad [7:  Francis Robinson., ‘Ahmad and the Ahmadiyya’, pp.42-43 ] 


Ghulam Ahmad claimed to be the final prophet of Islam after Muhammad and declared himself as the embodiment of two Islamic eschatological figures, the Messiah and the Mahdi. According to all Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity and Islam), the appearance of the Messiah coincides with the end of times, however, Ghulam Ahmed stripped this of its apocalyptic stereotype, and recast it as someone who reforms Islam in its greatest hour of need.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Nicholas H. A. Evans., ‘Beyond cultural intimacy: The tensions that make truth for India’s Ahmadi Muslims’ in American Ethnologist, Vol. 44. (Wiley-Blackwell: 2017) https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1111/amet.12524 (Accessed: 21/03/19) ] 


Mirza Ghulam Ahmad & The Ahmadiyya Movement 
The Ahmadiyya Movement is regarded as unorthodox and not conforming with an accepted version of Islam by the majority of Islamic communities.[footnoteRef:9] The ideology of Ahmadiyya Islam represents a combination of medieval mysticism and modernist individualism.[footnoteRef:10]  [9:  Religious Literacy Project., ‘The Ahmadiyya Movement in Pakistan’ (Harvard Divinity School) <https://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/ahmadiyya-movement-pakistan> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ]  [10:  Adil Hussain Khan., From Sufism to Ahmadiyya: A Muslim Minority Movement in South Asia, p.4 ] 


The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community formed by Ghulam Ahmad commonly calls their community the Jama’at. This community sought to unite the Muslim mainstream and people of all world faiths to unite under the banner of one true religion. This true religion is believed by Ahmadis to have been conveyed directly to Ghulam Ahmad by Allah himself.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Adil Hussain Khan., From Sufism to Ahmadiyya: A Muslim Minority Movement in South Asia, p.2] 


The Ahmadiyya Movement today is possibly one of the most controversial movements within Islam, with many of its members being subjected to persecution from the rest of the Muslim communities in Islamic countries and all over the world. Although, despite hostility from other groups of Muslims, the Ahmadis have thrived on establishing communities globally. One of the most vital structures to ensure the sustainability of the Ahmadiyya community is through the Ahmadi Khalifat (Caliphate).[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Marzia Balzani., ‘Dreaming, Islam and the Ahmadiyya Muslims in the UK’, p.293 ] 



Successors to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
On the death of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in 1908, a man named Mawlawi Nur al-Din was elected by the community as the first Khalifah (Successor).[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  S. R. Valentine., ‘Prophecy after the Prophet, albeit lesser prophets? The Ahmadiyya Jama’at in Pakistan’ in Contemporary Islam (2014) Vol. 8, Iss. 2. Pp. 99-113.  <https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11562-014-0293-z> (Accessed: 26/03/19) ] 


After the death of the first Khalifah in 1914, Ghulam Ahmad’s son Hazrat Mirza Bashir-un-din Mahmud Ahmad became the Second Successor at age 25.[footnoteRef:14] Mahmud Ahmad’s contribution to the Ahmadiyya Movement is significant and is shown through his books and lectures which discusses all misconceptions of Ahmadiyya, and what Ahmadi Muslims truly believe. His impact on his generation of Ahmadi Muslims has been described as deep and lasting.[footnoteRef:15] Mahmud Ahmad died in 1965.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  Alislam.org., ‘Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad’ <https://www.alislam.org/library/profile/hazrat-mirza-bashiruddin-mahmud-ahmad/> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ]  [15:  Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad., What is Ahmadiyyat. English Translation (Nursat Art Press: Pakistan. 1948) ]  [16:  Alislam.org., ‘Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad’] 


After the death of Hazrat Mirza Bashir-un-din Mahmud Ahmad, his son Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad became the Third Successor of Ahmadiyya, where he ruled until his death in 1982.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Alislam.org., ‘Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad’ <https://www.alislam.org/library/profile/hazrat-mirza-nasir-ahmad/>(Accessed: 19/03/19) ] 


Following the death of Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, his brother, Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad became the Fourth Successor of Ahmadiyya, where he ruled until his death in 2003.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Alislam.org., ‘Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad’ <https://www.alislam.org/library/profile/hazrat-mirza-tahir-ahmad/>(Accessed: 19/03/19) ] 

[image: ]
The Fifth Successor of the Ahmadiyya Movement is Mirza Masroor Ahmad, elected in 2003.[footnoteRef:19] Masroor Ahmad is the current supreme head of the worldwide Ahmadiyya community and is one of the most significant successors of Ahmadiyya for his contributions to the global Ahmadiyya community.[footnoteRef:20] Masroor Ahmad was born in Rabwah, Pakistan in 1950, where he developed an education before formally dedicating his life to the service of Islam. In 1977, Masroor Ahmed travelled to Ghana, where he contributed to social and educational projects. He then returned to Pakistan in 1985 and served as a high-level administrative individual within the community, until 2003, where he was elected Khalifah. Following his election, he was exiled from Pakistan to London.[footnoteRef:21]  [19:  Alislam.org., ‘About His Holiness’ <https://www.ahmadiyya-islam.org/khalifa/about-his-holiness/> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ]  [20:  Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad., World Crisis and the Pathway to Peace. (Islam International Publications Ltd: Surrey. 2013) ]  [21:  Muslims for Peace., ‘Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad’ <http://www.muslimsforpeace.org/hazrat-mirza-masroor-ahmad-the-fifth-khalifa-of-the-ahmadiyya-muslim-community/> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ] 

Figure 3 - Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad

Despite his exile and religious persecution that he and the Ahmadiyya community face, Masroor Ahmad is one of the world’s leading Muslim figures for promoting peace. In 2008, he launched a worldwide campaign to convey the peaceful message of Islam through mass media such as print, television, the internet and radio. Since then, Masroor Ahmad has continued to be an outspoken activist for promoting global peace. Masroor Ahmad regularly meets and speaks before prime ministers, presidents and congressional assemblies globally.[footnoteRef:22]  [22:  Muslims for Peace., ‘Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad’] 


Masroor Ahmad is an individual of importance for the Ahmadiyya Muslim community as he promotes the message of world peace and charity work, which Ahmadi Muslims believe to of utmost importance. Masroor Ahmad funds educational scholarships around the world and helps Third World Countries improve access to food and water. His continuous work to show unity and love throughout the world shows not only his significance as an individual, but his influence on the Ahmadi Muslims.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Muslims for Peace., ‘Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad’] 


[image: ]The Split of The Ahmadiyya Movement 
In 1914, when Mawlawi Nur-al Din died, the Ahmadiyya community split into two groups – the first group, The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community which was based in Qadian, which recognises Ghulam Ahmad as a prophet, and the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement which accepted Ghulam Ahmad as only a reformer of Islam.[footnoteRef:24] In 1947, The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community which resides chiefly in Pakistan (also communities in India, West Africa, Great Britain, Europe and the United States) officially relocated from Qadian to Rabwah, Pakistan.[footnoteRef:25] Although Pakistan, as a Sunni Majority country, rejected Ahmadiyya. [24:  Religious Literacy Project., ‘The Ahmadiyya Movement in Pakistan’ ]  [25:  Encyclopaedia Britannica., ‘Ahmadiyyah’<https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ahmadiyyah> (Accessed: 19/03/19)] 
Figure 4 - Rabwah, Pakistan


Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan  
In 1974, Pakistan passed its second constitutional amendment, which forcibly defines the country’s Ahmadi community as non-Muslims. This, of course, has made the lives of Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan difficult, since Sunni Islam is the largest religious group in Pakistan (95-98%) and it is the religion of the state. In recent years, there have been numerous incidents of violence towards the Ahmadi Muslims living in Pakistan.[footnoteRef:26]  [26:  Neha Sahgal., ‘In Pakistan, most say Ahmadis are not Muslim’ (Pew Research Center: 10/09/13) <https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/09/10/in-pakistan-most-say-ahmadis-are-not-muslim/> (Accessed: 19/03/19)  ] 


There are no reliable statistics for the number of Ahmadi Muslims living in Pakistan, however, in 2018, there were estimated at just over 167,000 registered in Pakistan. Although, there are other estimates at around 400,000 to 5 million. This discrepancy is largely due to the fact that most Ahmadi Muslims tend not to register.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Home Office., ‘Country Policy and Information Note: Pakistan: Ahmadis’ Version 3.0, (2018) <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/717821/CPIN-Pakistan-Ahmadis-v3.0-June_2018.pdf> (Accessed: 19/03/19), 4.1.1] 


In 1984, the Pakistan Penal Code was amended and included Articles 298b and 298c, which was commonly referred to as the ‘anti-Ahmadi laws’, which prevented Ahmadi Muslims by law from calling themselves Muslims, referring to their faith as Islam, calling their places of worship mosques and publicly quoting from the Quran. The punishment for violating these provisions is imprisonment for up to three years in prison.[footnoteRef:28] Their punishment could also be death under Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  Home Office., ‘Country Policy and Information Note: Pakistan: Ahmadis’ Version 3.0, (2018), 5.1.1]  [29:   Amardeep Bassey., ‘British Ahmadi Muslims Fear Attacks after Imran Khan Victory in Pakistan’ (Huffington Post: 27/07/18) <https://bit.ly/2uqi6ky> (Accessed: 19/03/19)] 


The difficulties to live life as a free Ahmadi Muslim in Pakistan since the formation of The Ahmadiyya Movement is evidently a reason why the Ahmadi communities migrated to countries around the world, and why peace amongst communities is so important to them.

The Spread of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is an international movement, with communities established in over 200 countries worldwide. According to the Ahmadiyya Community, they will be the dominant religion of the world because of their positive and relevant position in the world today.[footnoteRef:30] In total, there is estimated to be around 20 million Ahmadi Muslims on Earth, which would make the overall Ahmadiyya population approximately 1.25% of the Muslim population.[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Alislam.org., ‘The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community’ <https://www.alislam.org/introduction/intro.pdf> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ]  [31:  Reason on Faith., ‘The Ahmadiyya: Beliefs and Practices’ (19/06/16) <https://reasononfaith.org/ahmadiyya-beliefs-and-practice/> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ] 


‘In each of these countries, local people of all backgrounds and ethnicities have accepted Ahmadiyyat. Apart from being Ahmadi Muslims, they continue to play their roles as loyal citizens of their respective countries. Ahmadi Muslims, wherever they reside, are the most law-abiding citizens in the entire nation.’ – Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad., World Crisis and the Pathway to Peace, p.121] 


The earliest missionary to Great Britain was in 1912, where Khwaja Kamaluddin became an imam of Dr Leitner’s Working Mosque. This missionary was successful in spreading the message of Ahmadiyya Islam, and to convert British citizens, such as Lord Headley (the fifth Baron).[footnoteRef:33] The Ahmadiyya Community was also responsible for building London’s first mosque in 1926.[footnoteRef:34] [33:  Francis Robinson., ‘Ahmad and the Ahmadiyya’, p.43 ]  [34:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK., ‘About Us’  <http://www.loveforallhatredfornone.org/about-the-ahmadiyya-muslim-community/> (Accessed: 19/03/19) ] 


[image: ]In Britain today, the Ahmadiyya Community has roughly 30,000 members, which makes Ahmadiyya Muslims a minority within a minority, as the Islamic population in Britain only makes up for around 5% of the general population.[footnoteRef:35] There are over one hundred branches across Britain and many mosques have been opened, including the Baitul Futuh Mosque in South London, which is the largest mosque in Western Europe.[footnoteRef:36] [35:  Harriet Sherwood., ‘‘It’s a beautiful thing’: Ahmadi Muslims find strength at UK gathering’ (12/08/16) https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/12/ahmadi-ahmadiyya-muslims-islam-jalsa-salana-hampshire (Accessed: 24/03/19) ]  [36:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK., ‘About Us’  ] 


Figure 5 - Baitul Futuh Mosque, London

The Ahmadiyya Community is also responsible for building over 8,000 mosques worldwide, including mosques in Sydney, Toronto, and the first mosque in Spain for over 700 years.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Alislam.org., ‘The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community’ ] 


The Universal Message of the Ahmadiyya Movement
The Ahmadiyya Movement is often under scrutiny by other Islamic branches such as Sunni Islam for not being falsely Islamic, however, The Ahmadiyya Movement argues that they are, in fact, Islamic.[footnoteRef:38] The core beliefs of other branches of Islam are often shared with Ahmadiyya Islam, such as the five pillars of Islam, the belief of Muhammad as the final legislative prophet, and the Qur’an as the absolute word of God, however, there are key differences between the two in terms of theology.[footnoteRef:39] [38:  Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad., What is Ahmadiyyat, p.2-7]  [39:  Marzia Balzani., ‘Dreaming, Islam and the Ahmadiyya Muslims in the UK’, p.294] 


[image: ]Love for All, Hatred for None
The Ahmadiyya Movement is undoubtedly a unique movement with peaceful, equal beliefs. To go alongside this is their unique banner and message for lasting peace. “Love for All, Hatred for None.”[footnoteRef:40] This slogan is significant as it shows the prosperity of the Ahmadiyya Movement throughout the world, even in the face of adversity.[footnoteRef:41] Ahmadi Muslims also abide by the values of ‘Loyalty – Freedom – Equality – Respect – Peace.’[footnoteRef:42] [40:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK., ‘About Us’]  [41:  Alislam.org., ‘The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community’]  [42:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community., ‘Loyalty, Freedom, Equality, Respect, Peace’ Pamphlet (Baitush Shakoor: Oxford. 2013)] 
Figure 6 - 'Love for All, Hatred for None'




Community Life 
One of the main Ahmadi traditions that are shared and promoted by the Khalifah is charity. 
In Britain, the Ahmadiyya Community raises hundreds of thousands of pounds every year for British charities, to show respect to their country of residence.[footnoteRef:43] Alongside this, Ahmadi mosques remain open for all, in order to build trust within the community. The Ahmadiyya Community also organises regular peace programs to run on satellite TV to spread harmony across the world and to unite communities.[footnoteRef:44]  [43:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community., ‘Loyalty, Freedom, Equality, Respect, Peace’]  [44:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK., ‘About Us’] 


The Ahmadiyya Movement in the 21st century 
[image: ]Today, The Ahmadiyya Movement is undoubtedly thriving. This can be seen through the global spread of Ahmadiyya, and the large Ahmadiyya Communities in Britain today. However, there is also evident hatred towards Ahmadi Muslims. For example, in the eyes of most Sunni Muslim communities globally, Ahmadi Muslims are not considered Muslims. In 2018, The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in the UK brought walk-through metal detectors, identity checks and bag searches to its mosques after threats were made on its group members and Khalifah. These security measures were put in place months after an Ahmadi Muslim named Ahmad Shah was murdered in Glasgow by an Orthodox Sunni Muslim.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Amardeep Bassey., ‘British Ahmadi Muslims Fear Attacks after Imran Khan Victory in Pakistan’  ] 
Figure 7 – Sunni Muslims protest against Ahmadi Muslims


[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, it is evident that the Ahmadiyya Movement has experienced strong levels of religious discrimination and persecution at the hands of Sunni Muslims throughout its origins to present-day. However, even in the eyes of oppression and violence, the Ahmadiyya Community continues to thrive and raise awareness for global peace. [image: ].[footnoteRef:46] Despite debate on the true Islamic nature of the movement, the Ahmadiyya Movement is undeniably significant within the 21st century, where they continue to advocate their honourable, peaceful message to the world. [46:  Religious Literacy Project., ‘The Ahmadiyya Movement in Pakistan’] 
Figure 8 - Mirza Masroor Ahmad at Annual Peace Symposium UK at Baitul Futuh Mosque 2018
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