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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction:
Graveyards Surveys are a way to collect data about some of the details about the deceased that are buried there. For example; calculating the number of graves which have addresses printed onto the headstone could indicate the importance of that location in the graveyard to that person. This also is more of a memorial statement towards the deceased as they are resting in their treasured location close to the address noted on the gravestone.
On particular graves addresses are much more emphasised than kinship relationships which highlights the significance and the uniqueness of the deceased as they would rather have an address than a relationship or an occupation.
The meaning of inscriptions or carved messages on the headstones have changed over history, in older traditions the meaning of the memorial has more of direct impact towards the deceased.  There is more emphasis in newer tradition towards commemorating the deceased rather than the inscribed writing being directed only towards the deceased (Maytum, 1994). Some of the earlier graves are very simple and there are very basic details on the gravestone, there has been an evolution of the gravestone as they have become more personal describing the person and their life rather than just their name and dates.
Very often symbols are used on gravestones and symbols can be religious or specific to the deceased.  Graveyard surveys can help in understanding the significance of particular symbols on gravestones and the deceased.
Graveyard surveys help to find a correlation between the styles on grave and types of professions of the deceased.
Graveyard surveys give to good insight into the different languages used on gravestones and in the graveyard.

Methods:
To get the data from the graveyard, I went many visits with different people from the class for example I visited with my flatmate before the task was set which allowed us both to have a good general understanding of the graveyard before we visited with as a class. I took photographs to demonstrate some of the examples of gravestones and these were taken via multiple, and it helped me to formulate on the results as it gave me something to refer back too once I had left the graveyard following the various trips to the graveyard. Each trip we spent up to an hour analysing the graves in the graveyard, looking at the various information to build a picture of the whole graveyard.
There are many different methods which can be used to collect data from the graveyard. The ones which I used to support me doing this survey were the following; numerous photographs were taken during the visits, a database of all key information, note taking both on paper and electronically on a mobile phone. We were going to ask for information from one of the church officials but every time we attempted to do so the church was not open.
When exploring the graveyard and deciding which graves to collect as data, I took into consideration the type of inscriptions, the iconography, location of the graves and personal information. I focused on the graves which had their addresses inscribed onto them, the ones with the professions labelled on the headstone, the symbols which are placed either on the top of the gravestones or situated around the gravestone. The symbols helped to gain more information about the grave for example religious significance of the deceased. As well as the professions, the addresses and the symbols, I recorded the language of the inscriptions for example English to Welsh which are usually written at the bottom of the grave.
I managed to collect the data for at least 33 graves which all had the symbol of Saint Peter crafted onto them this helps to represent the religious aspect of the deceased who are buried there.
   
All the graves that were recorded had numerous of language, many of which are both Welsh and English on the same graves an example of this is a grave located at the top of the graveyard, the grave is Martin Aubrey Palmer and Lilian May where they have 21. Ffynnonbedr Lampeter which is their address written in both Welsh and English. This grave was found with a cross on the left side on the gravestone in distinguishing colours and a necklace hanging down which appears to have been recently placed.
[image: ]                    
Figure 1, Gravestone, Barber 2018
Results:
Due to all the various methods that I used in conducing the survey this was able to give me the best results. Once I had recorded all the data I placed it all into a database using Microsoft Access which meant it was easier for me to compare each of the graves and calculate how many types I managed to collect.
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Figure 2, Database, Barber 2018
Figure 2 above shows the database which I produced. This repository in analysing the information. I ordered the data into categories; for example, the number of deceased who are buried in the same grave and named on the headstone. Some graves have more than one category that they fit into an example of this is the grave of Anna and Alexander Valnycki who have their profession, the number of symbols that are placed on the grave and the number of people who are occupying the grave.

  
[image: ]                                               Figure 3, Celtic grave, Barber 2018  
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Figure 4, Saint David’s crest, Barber 2018                         


      
   Figure 5, Gravestone, Barber 2018                
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Figure 6, Barber 2018           



                                                                           Figure 7, Gravestone Barber 2018         
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Figure 8, Gravestone, Barber 2018
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                                                Figure 9, Gravestone, Barber 2018            
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Figure 10, Gravestone, Barber 2018

Discussion:
Graveyards surveys are used as a method to gain information about the deceased for different reasons for example; Addresses, profession, kinship relationship and how each grave is presented in a different way. An example of this is some of the graves have different inscriptions and different languages printed on them to show the personal aspect of the grave, the much newer graves which are located closer to the top of the graveyard are presented in more of a memorable way to the older graves which are aimed at the occupant more directly rather than a memorial sense (Refer to evolution of graves in introduction). This does have negative aspects because it shows how society has changed over the years in terms of how the deceased are cared for. The older graves are giving more basic information about the deceased person and the newer graves are using the headstone as a way of presenting how the individual or the individuals were in their life through the headstone.  Symbols on headstones are much more popular than ever before and many of the graves that I recorded had one or more symbol designs on them, some of them show the religious view of the deceased (Matym, 1994).For example, as I walked round the graveyard I counted 33 graves with the symbols. These Saint Peter symbols have a lot of significance to the ones that have them on their grave because this indicates the significance of religion in this area and where they are buried also resembles that as well.
There is a grave which I discovered because it has a decorative symbol crafted onto it. It is different to the Saint Peter’s symbol, it is much more noticeable due to the chosen colouring and there is also a necklace hanging down on the corner where the cross is (See Figure 1) This necklace was probably placed by a family member because it is a sign of remembrance to deceased and with reference to religion.
There are many threats that graveyards face and how they affect the survival of these graves, since most of the graves are made of stone there is the threat of erosion. As well as erosion there is the threat of moving of the graves to different areas of the graveyard, this will distraught the results of the survey.  There is an expansion on the graveyard and from observing the graves it appears that the expansion happened during the late 1960’s and early to late 1970’s, the graves which have been placed in the section of the expansion have been spaced out enough to allow room for those walking around and respectable space between the other graves which are in the surrounding area. The objective of the expansion allowing there to be more graves placed in the graveyard. This added a complication to my survey results because whilst doing my research I noticed that there were a mixture of time periods and this means that the older dated graves have been moved to the expanded part of the graveyard without explanation to those families of the deceased in which have been moved (Drew 2018). If the graves have been moved to the expansion bit, does this mean that the graveyard attendant dug up all the remaining parts in the grave to place the headstone within this certain part or was the headstone the only thing that had been moved? Whether or not the remains have been moved this still is a major threat to the graveyard because during a time, a family placed their trust in the church to respectfully look after the deceased and by moving them to a newer part doesn’t necessarily mean that they have respected the family’s views. Unless the church spoke to the families of the deceased to inform of them of the actions that will be taking place with the grave of their deceased.
Another key detail that I focused on when analysing the results to the survey is the language detail on many of the gravestones. For example, the number of Polish graves I found compared to number of English graves and whether the fact that where they are placed has some importance. I calculated that many of the graves which were not written in English did have inscriptions in English or in the preferred language, the Polish graves for example were placed in the expansion part of the graveyard close together with enough space to distinguish the families but the importance of them being placed in the same area together could suggest that they were community during their lives and to respect that they have been placed together.
The external graves are different to those situated outside as they are used with a much thicker material, but I was able to find a headstone that looks like internal graves which are usually surrounding the inside of churches. The problem with the external graves being very similar to the internal graves is that erosion or there is chance that they could fall and some people who visiting a deceased member could mistake an external grave with internal grave as the material is very similar. 

Summary:
To summarise my graveyard survey results allowed me to collect a great deal of data with the methods that I used. The inscriptions on the gravestones helped me to understand the reasons of the messages at the bottom of the gravestone and the reasoning behind them. On gravestones there are many different languages in the graveyard and how closely together some communities are including in the graveyard. Inscriptions with different languages was noticeable in the graveyard and the results that I collected from the graveyard survey helped me to notice this. An example of this is the Polish graves which are located at the top part of the graveyard like mentioned above. The more personal details such as their addresses and professions helped me to collect all the data that I found whilst visiting the graveyard, it also gives insight into the deceased and how they lived. Symbols in the graveyard can show uniqueness as they are very decorative even more so if they are religious because it means that religious was a part of who the person buried there was.
External and internal graves can be similar if they are designed the same way. Collecting the data for the graveyards and viewing different graves it helped me to understand how similar each types of graves are like and how they are both presented in different ways.
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