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	Title of Dissertation:
Shared Modes of Perception and the Common Soteriological Ground of Religions: A Study of Mystical Revelation 


	Aims and Objectives:
· Provide a comparative account of mystical experience as a unifying soteriological element across traditions.
· Integrate insights from philosophy, religious studies, and neuroscience to advance the study of mysticism beyond purely textual or phenomenological approaches.
· Contribute to interreligious dialogue by highlighting shared emphases on transcendence, compassion, and universal human values.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Background and Rationale
Across cultures, religious traditions have placed at their centre the search for God or for union with the divine, a pursuit frequently described in Western contexts as mysticism. Such mystical experience is typically characterised by the dissolution of boundaries: between knower and known, self and other, cosmos and love. From this perspective, confessional divisions and institutional borders lose their significance, revealing instead a potential unity within the religious landscape.
The motivation and tone of later interpreters of revelatory messages have in some cases been greatly influenced by socio-political biases. These factors are visible both in the distortions that accrued to foundational texts across centuries, and in the way they are described in historical records and analysed by contemporary scholarship. A further source of distortion lies in the socio-psychological influences that shaped oral transmission prior to codification, as well as in subsequent layers of interpretation.
In view of these complications, the sources selected for analysis—forming the backbone of this study—have been carefully chosen. An additional selection criterion is the availability and quality of translations. For the sake of clarity, texts that minimise the risk of misinterpretation—through their comprehensive presentation of key ideas and, in some cases, repetition—have been prioritised over those that rely heavily on now-forgotten metaphors.
To maintain focus, this study will thus analyse selected case studies that exemplify mystical experience within two traditions:
· Abrahamic tradition: The revelations received by Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), recorded soon after his passing, read through the perspectives of Najm al-Din Kubra (d.1221) and Ibn al-ʿArabi (d.1240). With attention to the experiences of Yunus Emre, Mansur al-Hallaj, the Malāmatiyyah, and others.
· Dharmic tradition: Mahāyāna meditative insights recorded by teachers associated with Nālandā and other ancient universities, focusing primarily on the works of Nāgārjuna, Āryadeva, Asaṅga, Vasubandhu, and others
These case studies will be contextualised through broader parallels with other religious traditions possessing significant textual corpora, while avoiding excessive breadth.
Research Questions
This study is guided by the following questions:
1. How do revelatory experiences, as represented within Abrahamic and Dharmic traditions, present a common soteriological structure?
2. In what ways may cultural, intrapsychic, and institutional influences impact the interpretations of the original mystical insight?
3. How can contemporary neuropsychoanalytical frameworks contribute to understanding the universality of the soteriological aspect of religions?
4. What role does mystical revelation play in bridging confessional divides and illuminating shared human values?
Methodology
The study will employ a comparative hermeneutical approach, combining:
· Textual analysis of primary mystical writings and their interpretive layers.
· Historical contextualisation to account for cultural, political, and socio-psychological influences on transmission.
· Comparative philosophy of religion to identify shared structures of mystical thought.
· Neuropsychoanalytical perspectives to examine how mystical experiences reflect constitutional phylogenetic constraints while also transcending them.
This interdisciplinary method balances close textual reading with engagement in contemporary philosophy and cognitive science.
...
This proposal argues that mystical revelation provides a fruitful framework for exploring a shared soteriological foundation across diverse traditions. 
By focusing on selected case studies and situating them within a neuropsychoanalytical perspective, the study seeks to clarify the relationship between mystical experience and universal human values.
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