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[bookmark: _Toc512845317]Introduction 
Knowing thyself is the first step towards professional world. Corporate world is highly competitive and there is no alternatives of skills and knowledge to be compete in this world. There are academic procedures which need to be completed by a graduate students which are aimed at identifying the required skills in the corporate world and enabling the students for the job market. As a student in the level 4 in Trinity Saint David, I have gone through the Academic and Employability Skills which included several components to enrich the students with required skills for both in academic and corporate worlds. However, this is a reflective paper on the skills learnt and knowledge gathered from this module. The aim of this paper is to reflect the achievements from the module and its suitability in the corporate world. The Reflective Cycle of Gibbs, G. (1998) will be used to demonstrate the reflection. 
[bookmark: _Toc512845318]Description
The Academic and Employability Skills module is designed with several components including the components which can enable a student to prepare the reporting and  academic content development in future life. This is necessary for the graduate students as well as for the fresher’s who will join the job market (Kotler, P. & Armstrong, G. 2017). However, the issues and techniques related to the academic writing and contents, research methods and techniques and the referencing procedures for academic papers are included in this module. These covered the methods of preparing formal essay and reports, business papers, communication papers to deal with several stakeholders. Moreover, formal CV preparation is taught in this course. This course also included the research techniques for students. How to conduct a research, the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques etc. are taught in this module. Different way of representing the research outcomes were also discussed in the module. Thus, I came to know about the graphical representation of the research outputs and data. The use of Harvard and APA referencing were also discussed in the module. The way of showing citation and preparing reference list were also showed and discussed in the module. The presentation of the academic writing and the acknowledgement process are also included in the module. However, the way of analysing the data was difficult for students as it required statistical knowledge. Summarizing the academic papers with proper technique was an introductory part in the module that enabled a student to learn the executive summary and synopsis. 
[bookmark: _Toc512845319]Feeling 
Entering into a new course about the Academic and Employability Skills was frightening and interesting at the same time. The introduction and content of the module were seemed known and familiar to me but the depth of the components were unknown. So, when I came to know about the components in the module, I feel interesting as I wanted to learn things on this course. But at the same time I was frightened about the research methods, the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques etc. as I didn’t study statistics previously and had fear about statistics. But the academic reporting and the Harvard referencing styles were known to me previously. However, when the module started, the cooperation and excellent presentation style of the course instructor impressed me. The effective learning style in the class and excellent personality of the instructor helped us all. The mind blowing presentation, teaching style and personality of the instructor made it easy for us to learn the research, the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques etc. Moreover, the practical preparation style of the academic papers, the components of the academic papers, the literature review, the presentation of academic papers, the referencing styles and citation styles etc. were presented and taught interestingly by the instructor that reduced fear among the students. I personally felt very interested in learning the contents in the module. When the course was completed, we the students suddenly found that we have learnt a lot of things and the fear turned into happiness of learning. So, the fear of the module was found vanished and we felt happy with the excellent teaching techniques of the instructor. 
[bookmark: _Toc512845320]Evaluation 
The best thing about the course Academic and Employability Skills is that, I learnt the research method from this course. Previously, I didn’t have any idea about formal research, the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques etc. but this course helped me to learn these components. So, learning about the research and research techniques was the best experience from the module Academic and Employability Skills. But the worst thing from the experience of this module is the hard work about the data analysis model. The statistical tools application were difficult for me to learn and the use of these tools in the practical field was time consuming as well as difficult to learn. Learning the use of Harvard and APA referencing was helpful for writing academic papers. Beside these referencing, the practical preparation style of the academic papers, the components of the academic papers, the literature review, the presentation of academic papers, the referencing styles and citation styles etc. was interesting and necessary for the students. Many of the students in the class faced difficulties in learning about the academic papers and its components but I personally felt interested on these topics. Some of the pupils who had statistics and research course previously, felt privileged and had less effort required in the module. But, some students really faced strong obstacles in this course to complete the course contents. I can recall the industry and effort of some south Asian and African students who tried really hard to learn the topics and found that they were really good at the components of the course. 
[image: The reflective cycle - Gibbs diagram]
Figure: Reflective Cycle (Gibbs, G. 1998)
[bookmark: _Toc512845321]Analysis 
From the module Academic and Employability Skills, the pupils learnt lot of things about research and academic papers. Learning is sustainable only when the learners learn it by his own interest and will (Watton, P. & Collings, J. 2001). So, the learning about the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques etc. after these components, I have now able to conduct a research work, collect and analyse primary and secondary data, able to analyse data with statistical tools, make literature reviews, provide outputs of the research work and thus develop recommendation for some given scenario. Along with these, I am now confident about preparing a formal academic papers with proper structure and format. The way of preparing literature review, research methodologies, selection of research tools, and analysis is now familiar to me. I am able to discuss the issues in the academic papers and use the proper citations under Harvard or APA referencing styles. The referencing list is also easy for me from this module on Academic and Employability Skills. All the effort given in the module was found successful when I find that these skills are available for me now. I am able to prepare business and academic reports, provide proper referencing and most importantly can conduct a research work. I feel these will add value to my professional life and provide benefits in my competition. Along with other students in the class, I am feeling confident about the research activities and future competition in job market. The skill of reporting and academic paper writing is necessary in the competition in corporate world and now I am feeling privileged due to this skill. 

 
[bookmark: _Toc512845322]Conclusion
The experience of learning from the module Academic and Employability Skills is expressed in this reflective paper. With the experience mentioned above, the ability to conduct research, prepare academic papers and the referencing styles enabled me to be more competitive and confident in the corporate world. But, yet there could be more benefits, if I could do some more issues. If there was any practical research work conducted by the course instructor and the students were entitled to the primary and secondary data collection that could be more enjoyable and sustainable (Watton, P. & Collings, J. 2001). The learning is sustainable when it is learnt with practical example and experience (Watson, G. & Reissner, S. 2010). All the students along with me could be benefitted from the practical data collection, analysis and findings of some practical real life survey. If I am given the opportunity to attend this course again, I will like to study this course with some practical experience. The practical real life experience of data collection, data analysis, the types of research, the components in a research work analysis, the nature and way of the data collection, the use of analysis models and techniques etc. could help me more than other theories and bookish knowledge (Watson, G. & Reissner, S. 2010). The cooperation of the teacher could help arranging such activities. However, there were limitation in time and course contents and hence the course instructor couldn’t arrange such practical experience for the pupils in the class. Many of the students didn’t have proper understanding from the real life practical experience of survey and data analysis which could be solved with arranging a survey and real life experience of data collection. Again, I could study more issues and use more statistical tools in the survey and analysis models in order to learn better. Application of Microsoft Excel in the research methods could be an added advantage for me. 

[bookmark: _Toc512845323]Action plan
Learning research topics, the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques etc., preparation of academic papers, citation and referencing styles are necessary for a college students or level 4 students in UK. The standard of education in UK is higher and more structured than other European countries. So, a graduate students or a level 4 students must have knowledge compared to the same level students in other European countries. Moreover, learning the research techniques and methods can help a student to be fit in the corporate world (Robbins, S. & Coulter, M. 2016). As I have successfully learnt the types of research, the components in a research work, the nature and way of the data collection, the analysis models and techniques in this module, I am now able to conduct a study and research. But, it is now a major responsibility of mine to apply the skills learnt from this course in practical life and corporate life. 
[bookmark: _Toc512845324]Skills gap
There is no major skill gap exist in this module Academic and Employability Skills. But I feel the gap of a practical experience on the research work and data analysis method. This gap could be reduced with a practical data analysis, data collection and recommendation development activity. However, working with data could help any student to learn better. Another gap is the use of referencing methods in a formal journal publication. This also could be reduced. 
[bookmark: _Toc512845325]Way to reduce the gap 
As I feel confident about the course contents studied in this module, Academic and Employability Skills, there is no strong weakness in this module. But, some practical experience could be helpful (Robbins, S. & Coulter, M. 2016). This gap is a serious gap in my skill, and I feel that this could be reduced by participating in a practical research work. Participating in a real study and research can help reducing this gap. 
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