Part 1

A study carried out in Iceland has highlighted the positive effect the outdoors has on children and young adults’ lives.
This study expresses concern about children’s inefficient experiences of the outdoors.  
This study aims to expose the importance of the outdoor environment within the education sector. Teachers views of the use of outdoor activities within schools, have shown a substantial benefit on the mental and physical wellbeing of children, (Norodahl and Johannesson 2013).
It is highly speculated the content of the outdoor lessons conducted in Iceland however the beneficial effects are shown by the percentage of out outdoor learning and play within the capital Reykjavik, 70% of schools report to practice outdoor education on a regular basis (Oladottir 2008).

Adapted from:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of primary, Elementary and Early years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.








Part 2a 
This essay focuses on the importance of forest schools. The forest schools network states that “It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem through hands on experience in a woodland environment”. Murray and O’Brien (2006).
The detrimental effect of the lack of outdoor play and learning is shown through the decreased number of children and young adults that engage in outdoor environment activities.
Ward Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Wherrett and Travlou, (2004) state that children and young adults that don’t participate in outdoor activities are less likely to engage in such activities in adult life. 
The Welsh Government has highlighted the importance that forest schools has in school settings and encourages the use of outdoor learning within all aspects of school life. 
Reference list:
Welsh Assembly Government. Outdoor learning handbook. (2009) Cardiff
Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P. (2004) Open Space and Social Inclusion: Local Woodland Use in Central Scotland. Edinburgh, UK:
O’Brian and R. Murray, A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of forest schools in England and Wales, (2006) Farnham: Forest research. 


 




Part 2b

If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this?
Plagiarised work will result in a fail, some students believe the answer to a care free student life is to just copy the work of another. Passing work off as your own without referencing said work will result in a fail and can lead to be excluded from the course. 

You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? 
False. Referencing is needed when you want to illustrate a specific point by using the words of another, also when using direct quotes from a book, article or web page. 

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. True or False?
I believe this statement to be false as Wikipedia and be edited by anyone at anytime making it an unreliable source. 

Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
When presenting a long quotation, it is favourable to use a block quote. No quotation marks are needed since the piece of writing is clearly distinguished from your own. 
20 words or more qualifies as a long quotation and needs to be indented and placed on a septate paragraph from your own piece of work. 

Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
When conducting research for your studies the following sources are deemed as credible,
Books, articles, newspapers, websites, journals. With this in mind when paraphrasing or using direct quotation from anyone of these sources referencing must be used correctly. 





















Part 3 

Write a critical response to an article.

Introduction.
This study will aim to analyse the article by Mackenzie on teaching assistants’ experiences of inclusive education and thus compare the role of teaching assistants within a mainstream setting with that of teaching assistants in a special need’s environment. 
This study uses credible data to investigate the working roles and environment of a teaching assistant in a mainstream school and a teaching assistant in a special needs school and how their teaching techniques differ within the classroom. Westwood (2011) states “In this era of inclusive education, it is essential that all teachers have a sound understanding of the nature of students’ special education needs and how”.
Mackenzie’s article focuses on the negative side of teaching assistants and how their daily practice is affected by the atmosphere and teaching standards in schools.

Summarise.
The whole feeling towards the article by Mackenzie is that the schooling system is greatly unrealistic in the fact that there is not enough support in classrooms to help and guide each child, whether it be a mainstream or special needs setting.  Yet the expectation of maintaining targets and grades are still very much visible.
The role of the teaching assistant is increasingly put under pressure to preform, and under the assumption by teachers and senior management that they should know exactly what needs to be done, without the years and knowledge that teacher training provides.  
“TA substitution for teachers in the pedagogy of pupils with SEN has also been noted (Bedford, Jackson, and Wilson 2008, p.18; Giangreco and Doyle 2007,p. 434; Reindal 2008, p. 136), with the five year systematic “Deployment and impact of support staff” (DISS) research (Blatchford, Russell, and Webster 2012) reporting that many pupils with SEN were routinely “taught” for much of the time by Tas (Blatchford et al. 2009, p. 6-7).
Main body.

The arrangement of the article by Mackenzie is cleverly positioned for the reader to experience the view and personal touch from the teaching assistants’ point of view almost immediately after the introduction, which leads a clear opening for anyone wishing to research this area. 
The article by Mackenzie draws the readers eye to the direct quotes and the examples the teaching assistants have had in their schools. 
The reader is given the opportunity to relate to personal experiences whether it good or bad. 
The examples given in the article by Mackenzie are very favourable towards teaching assistant’s roles, highlighting the poor pay and working conditions and that sometimes are put in very questionable positions with children with very challenging needs. 
Mackenzie highlighted the need to confidentially within the study, this response agrees, it is often that situations and misunderstandings are not dealt with in an orderly way due to the fact teaching assistants do not have that spoken relationship with the class teachers. Which only has a detrimental effect on the students that are being taught there.
The focus groups used in Mackenzie’s article support the fact that TAs are very much underappreciated, however due to their caring nature would always put the children first, thus making the role very bitter sweet. 
Mainstream settings can show to deliver less knowledge and understanding about the support of children with special needs, and therefore cannot have the right mindset and empathy whilst teaching special needs children.
It could be argued that it takes years of experience and not the qualifications a person holds that makes the best person for that career. 
This is voiced by Dunne, Goddard, and Woolhouse (2008). It is said “teachers use you”. There is also evidence that teachers did not include TAs in any of the decision making or responsibilities of the classroom and did not feel it appropriate to include them in focus groups to voice concerns and implications. Indeed, this would cause the moral of teaching assistants to be low and therefore setting the wrong example when taking back any information gained without the contribution from the staff that has spent the most hours with the pupils.  
Mackenzie uses several very persuasive and subjective quotations within the article which instantly draws your attention to the negative side of the role of a teaching assistant. In agreement the feeling drawn from mainstream schooling is there are different adaptations and techniques used to enable pupils to follow the mainstream system, instead of focusing on helping and supporting pupils uniquely, to enable every pupil to have a voice and to encourage participation across the board, not letting pupils with special needs get absorbed into a mainstream way of life. (Thomas, Walker and Webb, 2005).

Every pupil should have an education adapted to their unique abilities, enabling each student the opportunity to grow with support and nurture. Encouraging cooperation and participation.  









Conclusion.

Mackenzie’s article highlights the struggles within the educational system, it is also visible that the differences between mainstream and in a special needs setting are substantial. In agreement, teaching assistants are shown to be overly used and taken advantage of, yet their unique knowledge and close working relationships with the pupils with special needs stands them in a unique position to be able to read the situation correctly and adjust techniques and procedures for individuals needs. This can only be delivered by a person that truly understands the needs of the pupils they are working with.  
Teachers and teaching assistants in mainstream schools, through no fault of their own are under skilled and under experienced in understanding the individual needs of special needs students. This is partly due to there being no support in classrooms and at the very least one person to support, and on many occasions teach a class of around thirty children in the absence of the class teacher. The overall feeling that teaching assistants are now taking on more and more responsibilities without the correct training has shown its tiresome effects, and the detrimental effects it is having on the students. Without support and encouragement students are finding it increasingly difficult to reach the unachievable targets. 
 There is still a feeling of integrated education, and reaching targets, which is not experienced in special educational settings. Educators should strive to aim for a fully inclusive experience to all its pupils.   
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