Tutorial 2 – Police Powers 


Part One
What are your thoughts on the case of Elkington v DPP (2012)?


Part Two

Consider the case of John Thomas.

The police are investigating a burglary at the local school which is said to have occurred at 6:30. Two new laptops and other computer equipment have been stolen. An eyewitness gives a description of two youths seen running from the scene. The eyewitness thinks that one of the youths is John Thomas.

John, who is 20, has a number of previous convictions for offences of dishonesty. He is a known drug user and lives with his brother. 

PC Jones sees John in the street and is aware of his previous convictions and that he is suspected of the burglary. He approaches John but he attempts to run off. PC Jones chases John and catches up with him.

1. Does PC Jones have grounds for arresting John  Thomas? Explain your answer using the relevant statutory authority.
2. What must PC Jones do to ensure an arrest of John Thomas is carried out lawfully?
3. Can John be searches upon arrest? Explain your answer with reference to the relevant statutory authority.




