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Introduction 
This material within this portfolio shows how creative learning and creativity within the classroom setting has encouraged and supported the development of learning in Key Stage Two abilities. This focus on the creative way of learning has been highlighted in my lesson plan. I followed the National curriculum framework in Wales, that is applicable to the Key Stage Two Science learners. Within my class of Year Three pupils I wanted to create a lesson that involves an investigation about habitats. This topic area for my microteaching session, would help the leaners to develop investigation skills with the use of maps and thinking creatively, as well as sharing ideas through discussions. In the curriculum, one of the many areas within Science subject, aims to provide opportunities for learners to consider important issues about their environment. Studying this topic through a practical activity encourages the students to engage with their learning skills and adopts a more ‘hands-on’
approach to their teaching. 
Within Bro Pedr Primary School a ‘range of thinking skills are taught across the curriculum, which provide our pupils with the opportunity to problem-solve and to work with others effectively’. [footnoteRef:1] Also, through practical learning activities children are provided with the time to discuss ideas and thoughts that they can learn and share with their peers.  These types of activities encourage every pupil to contribute to class discussions, and make educated viewpoints and ideas. The prospectus from Bro Pedr Primary school illustrates that ‘lessons will promote qualities such as curiosity, perseverance and the ability to set personal targets… This style of learning will prepare them for the next step of their educational careers.’[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  http://bropedr.ceredigion.sch.uk//wp-content/uploads/2015/06/YBP_Prosbectws-Iau.pdf ]  [2:  http://bropedr.ceredigion.sch.uk//wp-content/uploads/2015/06/YBP_Prosbectws-Iau.pdf ] 

Lesson Details
Within my ongoing placement at Bro Pedr Primary School, I have been able to observe and take part in school activities and lessons within different age groups. Throughout my observational experience I followed different year groups, but I spent a majority of my learning time in a Year Three class. So, I have been to follow the set programme of learning within this particular class.  
I was able to work alongside the teacher and the teaching assistant and follow the day-to day routine. I noticed that the teacher had separated the abilities of the children into different sets which allowed for the members of the class to have certain targets to reach and their level of understanding is recognised by the teachers. However, I began to work with some of the underachieving group of pupils, and I found that level of understanding was misread, as I began to work more closely with the pupils. One student in the group struggled with the teacher’s explanation and failed to grasp the topic. In this situation, I was able to explain the topic to a level that the pupil would understand, and I ensured that they practised using white board and pen. During my time there I would test the pupil every morning ensuring that they grasped the topic. From this experience, I ensured that my microteaching session would encompass different levels of explanations according to the set of the groups. This method of teaching proved effective, as I had a good response and contribution from pupils of the class. Also, the students were able to demonstrate more focus on the activity as they understood the task and didn’t show a lack of concentration or highlight any bad behaviour. 
In the introduction of my PowerPoint, I encouraged the pupils to work with their peers in their groups, and I ensured that I took time with each table, making sure I had a response and clear understanding of the task. Engaging with different pupils who are usually quiet and shy enjoyed group activities as it enabled their confidence in the group setting, rather than the idea of working individually. It also provided the students the opportunity to learn from one another and gain different ideas from their peers and perhaps question those ideas too. 
To create a lesson for the class of Year Three pupils I wanted to ensure that it engaged with the pupils’ creativity as well as providing a clear understanding of the environment around them. I was also influenced by my previous experience working alongside the Events and Education Officer in Dinefwr National Trust as I was able to create creative educational activities specifically for children ages 5-11 Years Old.  So, I wanted to incorporate an engaging and creative learning environment for the students.  Looking at the work of the theorist Hayes I was able to structure my lesson plan, as he delivers his understanding for different learning methods. This includes auditory, visual and kinaesthetic learning and teaching. So, within my microteaching lesson I have been able to incorporate all these learning needs. The PowerPoint did include a lot of visual aid and therefore has supported the visual leaners. In addition to this I have been able to show a small clip from BBC Bitesize[footnoteRef:3] that I was allowed to show at the end of the activities, in order to provide an overview of habitats and the environment. This helped the auditory learners and helped everyone in the class gain an overall understanding of the topic. This lesson incorporated a more hands on approach, this included drawing and using the materials to create a habitat which was more suitable for the kinaesthetic learners. The children were able to guide their own creative learning and apply it to the task at hand. Miller believes that a “hands on” approach and effective practical activities, particularly in science as it promotes ‘enable students to build a bridge between what they can see and handle (hands-on) and scientific ideas that account for their observations (brains-on).’ [footnoteRef:4]Miller also notes that these ‘connections can be challenging, so practical activities that make these links explicit are more likely to be successful’.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z2bygk7 (Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)]  [4:  http://www.gettingpractical.org.uk/documents/EmmaWoodleyarticle.pdf (Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)]  [5:  http://www.gettingpractical.org.uk/documents/EmmaWoodleyarticle.pdf (Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)] 

Another approach I made to my lesson structure, was allowing the body of leaners to stick to their grouping system of sets. On each table, the children were able to discuss ideas and thoughts. This team building skill would allow the children to work close together and would encourage their confidence in the classroom setting. Hayes agrees that a similar ability group of children work better than a group of mixed ability. It is also noted that the leaners in this environment, project their learning capability which sets to increase their self-confidence.
 Through my research to create a lesson suitable for the Year Three class, I made sure to follow the National Curriculum requirements and the framework that is highlighted within the guidelines. In my lesson structure I wanted emphasises the importance of creativity and practical learning experience for the children, which Duffy believes, that it projects their ‘creative development as an area of learning in its own right’. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/getmedia/17883c9c-3cf8-4c1a-9a58-8de37f5ed2a1/CHAPTER-22.aspx (Duffy, 2010; p.19. -Date Accessed 20/12/2017)] 

Overall, I believe my lesson plan is suitable for all learners in the Year Three class and my observational experience within a school setting has proved a great help in providing me the level of understanding, capabilities and abilities that are seen a classroom. I have been able to provide a structured lesson that encompasses all learning abilities as well as encouraging team-building and their creative skills. Also, I have encouraged the children to take their learning knowledge home. I would hope that the pupils would be able to recognise which animal habitats are on their doorstep. 
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To be completed by Primary School teacher
School Name: Bro Pedr Primary School
Practise Teacher: Rachel Thomas
Teacher Assessor: Mrs Nerys Evans 

Performance in school setting: 
It was a pleasure work with Rachel at Bro Pedr Primary school. She was an excellent helping hand to both the staff and pupils. Throughout my time working with Rachel, I was able to learn of her creative and passionate interest in teaching.  During her time with us Rachel was able to follow and help different sets of learners and projected her passion for learning throughout her time here. She was able to commutate extremely well with the pupils and demonstrated how she adapted her teaching methods to the children’s ability. 
Rachel quickly formed a good professional relationship with both the staff team and pupils of the school. During her time with us, Rachel enrolled herself in as many activities as much as possible, which demonstrated her able ability and confidence in a school environment. She enjoyed reading with the pupils and helped us with our Christmas school production. 
Rachel’s microteaching session was particularly interesting. She engaged very well with the pupils and highlighted her ability in the classroom environment. I feel that Rachel has a lot offer in a teaching capacity. She has shown that she is caring and friendly towards the pupils and we look forward to seeing Rachel again in the forthcoming year. 
Areas for further learning developments:   Within Rachel’s time with us she has demonstrated good reflective practise. However, I would like to have seen more confidence in her microteaching session and perhaps next time Rachel could look at discussing hibernation and mammals that are nocturnal.
Signed by _________________________________Primary School teacher                         Date of learning experience:  __06/11/2017__from __April 2018______
	 
                                        Year 3
                                       Science


	Date of Microteaching Session
	10/12/2017

	Class
	Year 3, Branwen Class

	Lesson Title 
	Habitats in my garden 

	Learning objectives and Aims
	· To learn about the different habitats found in your garden. 
· To understand which animal lives in each habitat. 
· To be able to understand that different animals found in different ecosystems. 
creatures of the fields. 
creatures of the woods.
creatures on the pond. 

· Looking at what a habitat provides for the animal.

	Vocabulary
	habitat, woods, pond, field, 
a sett of badgers, a nest of mice,
dens, mammals, burrows, worms, plants, ecosystem.

	Skills 
	Team building, thinking skills, 

	Key learning outcomes 
	· A detailed knowledge and understanding of animals and their habitats. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk504438678]Take their learning home.  I want the pupils to be able to recognise which animal habitats are on their doorstep.  
· To know what materials are needed to make a habitat according to different animals. 

	Activity One:
Introduction to habitats, followed by a group game. 

Drawing one: Mole burrow
Drawing two: Hedgehogs nest
Drawing three: foxes den
Drawing four: squirrels drey
Drawing five: birds nest

Things you need:
Whiteboard and pen for each table.
	(10 minutes)
Working in groups on their tables. Each group works as a team as they begin to make educated guess matching the habitat I drew for them. They will work as team discussing for 2 minutes the animal that fits with the picture on the board. They may write or draw their answer using their pen and white boards. I will check with the answers of each team and draw a tally of the scores for each group to encourage competition. 


	Activity Two: Part One 

Discussion of habitats, ecosystems, the environment.  
· creatures in the fields. 
· creatures in the woods.
· creatures in the pond. 



Part Two: Main Activity
Things you need: 
Aprons for all the pupils
Coloured card, colouring pens, pencils, glue for each table. 
Collection of outdoor leaves, bits of grass, twigs, soil and straw on a tray.




 

	(15 minutes PowerPoint discussion) 
Using the slides from the PowerPoint, explain and discuss;
· Slide 2- What is a habitat is? 
· Slide 3- Explain the differences between a ecosystem and the environment. 
· Slide 4, 5, 6-  What habitats can be found in different environments? 
· Slide 7- What can I find in my garden?  
30 minutes activity) 
The pupils are provided with a tray of materials on each table. 
Their aim is to create a habitat using the materials on their desks.  
On the coloured card they will also be asked to write their own description of what they believe a habitat is.  In this activity the pupils must also aim to draw a spider diagram around their homemade habitat. The diagram should show the resources the living creature needs to survive in their habitat. 





PowerPoint – For activities one and two. 
Slide One 
[image: ]
Slide 2[image: ]

Slide 3
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Slide 4[image: ]
Slide 5[image: ]
Slide 6
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Slide 7
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Slide 8
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Observational notes- Bro Pedr Primary School 

	Week 1- Year 3 Class
	Lesson title
	Objectives
	Learning outcomes



	Reading in pairs
	Part of a routine in Bro Pedr school, the children read their assigned reading books based on their level of reading.  

	The children work in pairs to help each other with hard words and understanding of the stories. 

	English lesson: The tortoise and the hare
	After their previous lesson of reading the tortoise and the hare as class. The children are set for a comprehensive activity. 
What was the message? 
What are the characters like? 
The begin to brainstorm ideas together using adjectives. 
	The adjectives the children write in their books are new adjectives they hadn’t learnt before, as they all use thesauruses and work as a team to help find as many adjectives as they can. 
I was able to read with a lot of the children and help them out if they were struggling. I was able to write in their reading diaries too. 

	Maths:  Number Gators 
	The aim of the lesson is to focus on the symbols: greater than and less than. Using the crocodile idea ( the crocodile eats the biggest number) helps the children to understand these terms in a creative way. 
	With one pupil I was focus and extend her ability with larger numbers and I taught her the use of the other symbol. From the student being unable to understand any of the lesson. The pupil was able to form completely grasp this topic from my method of teaching. 




	Week 2- Year 3 Class
	Lesson Title
	Objectives 
	Learning outcomes



	Reading in pairs followed by a group reading of Roald Dahl’s ‘The Twits’. 
	Following the same routine, reading in their set pairs to each other. 
The group reading allows for members of the class to listen to one another as well as demonstrating to the teacher their reading capability.  This class reading did take time as there many learners who are struggling with the words in the book. 
	Some of the learners will read to the teacher.
To ensure that everyone reads aloud the teacher follows the class round and asks each pupil to read a paragraph. This also ensures that each member of the class is following the book. 

	Practising songs for the school Christmas production. 
	Each child is given a list of songs that they need to learn. Every year group has different themes for the Christmas play. 
	Using the sports hall and musical instruments, the class have to learn to keep in time with the music and ensure the have remembered their lines and routine within the performance. 
The majority of the day was spent learning and editing the production of the show. 



	Week 3 Year 2 Class
	Lesson title 
	Objectives 
	Learning outcomes 


	In this class the day begins with play. Many children use Lego and colouring books. After this session the lesson begins with Show and Tell.
	During the start of the week the children are told to do something new so that pupils are able to present their new skill, visit, or new toy to the rest of the class. 
	Only some of the children are selected to present their finding to the rest of the class. This will help increase their personal confidence and ability to comunicate a clear sentence.   

	Writing a method of instructions: Putting a sandwich together. 
	The teacher uses her sandwiches for lunch to commutate the ways in which we can prepare a sandwich. The children are asked to think about their favourite sandwich and are then told to write the method: ‘Putting the sandwich together’ into their English books.
	Each point of their instructions must be different in their method. 
This appeared quite tricky for the less able pupils. 
In this task the students had to include adjectives. 

	School production: learning the songs
	Towards the end of the day the pupils were able to practise the songs together in the hall 
	They incorporated a new dance routine to follow the songs. 






























	Week 4- Year 6 Class
	Lesson Title 
	Objectives 
	Learning outcomes



	World War Two project research
	In the morning the children work on their projects. Each student has researched different topic areas during World War Two. 
	Using the computer room for research the children begin to source their information for their project. 


	Times table test 
	A quick times tables test is put in place in the late morning. 
	The children are told to revise different times tables every week to test their memory skills and ability. One of the last questions of the test is a multiplication sum to test the skill of the pupils.  

	Science experiment 
	The children are asked: What I will predict…
In this experiment the class are working together to find out and record each other’s heart rates after running and before running. They also look at the time it takes to run for each pupil. Using these variables, they aim to create a bar chart showing the results.  
	This experiment will be used to create a scatter graph. 
The children would also look at the evaluation of the investigation and note their evaluations afterwards to highlight some bias results, as some children were not following the task properly. 








	Week 5- Year 3
	Lesson Title 
	Objectives 
	Learning Outcomes



	Practising handwriting instead of reading in pairs. 
	Within this task the children are told to practise writing all the letters of the alphabet. Using joint handwriting. 
	This task has allowed the pupils to see which letter they’re struggling with. It also helps the children progression with writing words in a sentence. 

	Music lesson with a secondary school teacher. 
	Using auditory sounds from the schools’ music computer software the children are told to create a musical piece with different sounds from animals. 
	In the set groups the children created a piece of music that had identifiable musical instruments and animal sounds, which they presented to the rest of the class. 

	School production practice
	In preparation for the school production the children brought in items of clothing to decorate. 
	In this artsy session they used paints and felt to create a unique design, but they also had to stick to the requirements for the school production.   






	Week 5- Year 3
	Lesson Title 
	Objectives
	Learning Outcomes



	Reading and Maths
	In the morning some children read to one another and some of the class caught up with some maths questions that needed to be completed. 
	The children were able to improve their math and reading skills. 


	Trip to the University Hall for school production practise. 
	All of the primary school; staff and pupils took a trip to the university hall to finalise the production practise 
	The children learnt their que within the school production and it became more realistic for them, so they had a good focus on the task at hand. 

	Decorating templates of Christmas stockings  
	After a hard-structured afternoon, the children are told decorate a template of a Christmas stocking. 
	Using coloured pens, pencils and cotton wool, the children used their imagination and creative abilities to decorate the stocking. This task encouraged the children to get into the festive spirit. 










PowerPoint References. 
· .pinterest.com%2Flawman14%2Fworld-of-beatrix-potter%2F&psig=AOvVaw18iArq0gItbF8pw0DAX62&ust=1516642379138643 (Drawing of Peter Rabbit- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· http://mybunnyrabbits.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/rabbit_burrow.jpg (Picture of Burrow- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=turtle+dove&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=NTTxsiWX9-MX8M%253A%252CErc0mi-0qcqhUM%252C_&usg=__ousDYL_Ctee8xSJtRjH9_-TRzUo%3D&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGoYbq4unYAhVDBsAKHThQDxIQ_h0IrgEwFA#imgrc=NTTxsiWX9-MX8M: (Image of Turtle Dove- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.istockphoto.com/gb/photo/hand-drawn-stick-figures-surround-world-map-gm471626309-25713361 (Image of World Map- (Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· http://members.madasafish.com/~cj_whitehound/Rats_Nest/Ship_Rats/Appearance.htm (Image of a rat- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=drawing+of+a+pheasant&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=MTH9KRa2iV1S8M%253A%252CXURiF61G3xZMAM%252C_&usg=__VNXXrwarUcajzYR_jGBrDbm6Ar4%3D&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiEnIKJ5-nYAhVpJMAKHhttps://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-two-brown-bunnies-white-background-image63861381TBDBqMQ9QEINDAE#imgrc=MTH9KRa2iV1S8M: (Image of a Pheasant- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-two-brown-bunnies-white-background-image63861381 (Image of a Rabbit- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-hare-isolated-white-background-motion-image36768879 (Image of a Hare- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.thinglink.com/scene/373893887053266944 (Image of an Ecosystem- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=ks2+pond+habitat&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiNm_iRoOzYAhUJB8AKHbXyC50Q_AUICigB&biw=1517&bih=735#imgdii=m5SiWCoL-a3raM:&imgrc=dyf163teim9y_M: (Image of a Pond- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)  
· https://cubebrush.co/marketplace?resource=3D%20models&page=32&product_id=fveteq (Image of the Woodland- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)  
· http://moziru.com/explore/Drawn%20tree%20cartoon/#go_post_2604_drawn-tree-cartoon-2.jpg (Image of a forest tree-  Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· http://scratchpad.wikia.com/wiki/File:Archimedes-SwordInTheStone.png (Image of a Owl- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· https://pixabay.com/en/fox-animal-wildlife-red-macro-1883658/ (Image of a Fox- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)  
· https://animalsadda.com/badger/ (Image of a Badger- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)  
· https://www.animationsource.org/bambi/fr/chars/Mere-de-Bambi/34836.html  (Image of a Deer- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)
· http://mentalfloss.com/article/56004/16-fun-facts-about-hedgehogs (Image of a Hedgehog- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)  
· https://www.istockphoto.com/gb/photos/an-open-book-cartoon (Image of a Open Book-Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)   
· https://www.colourbox.com/image/very-succulent-green-grass-background-image-2103138 (Image of Grass- Date Accessed: 20/12/2017)  
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What is a habitat?

* A habitat is a particular environment in which

a plant or animal lives. In their habitat they

should be able to find a safe place that has
food, water and shelter which are all suitable

conditions for reproduction and survival.
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An ecosystem is made up of living and non

living things that interact in the same place.

It has a community of plants, animals and
micro-organisms.

Lampeter is one large ecosystem that has
many different environments.

An environment is surrounded by living
creatures, plants and animals.

It can be affected easily by the community.
There can be many different environments
in an ecosystem.
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Spot the creatures in the
field!
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What Creatures do you see in the
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Here are some ideas...

« Badgers sett

* Foxes den

* Bird Nest

« Squirrels Drey
* Rabbits burrow





image1.png
PRIFYSGOL Crhy——————
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

unveRSITY OF WALES
Trinity Saint David




image2.png
Activity One!

Working as a team, | want you to either
draw or write the name of the animal that
matches my picture of its habitat.

Example





