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For this assignment we will be answering Question 1, and critically analyse the effectiveness of stop and search powers that the Police has, on the grounds of suspicion to stop and search members of the public that are suspected to be in possession of something illegal. Taking into account civil liberties and also explaining the correct process on how to detain someone and exercise the stop and search policing power, established by the College of Policing. It will also be discussed the negative impact this might have in the community in general and specifically BAME communities (Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic), going into detail about statistics and situations that have created a negative impact in policing, explaining also the public perception, if stop and search is not used correctly or if the process of searching isn’t following the standards of the law in England and Wales.
A key point to evaluate this question is the Human Rights Act 1998, that is expected to be respected when a police officer has to Stop and Search someone under the Section 1 of PACE 1984. 
In order to proceed in accordance to the law, there must be an allowed discretion, resulting for a legitimate aim where a person is suspected to have with it a forbidden substance or an object, a well-mannered way to explain why someone is being stopped and searched, to understand the effectiveness of “Stop and Search” powers the UK Parliament has in place the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, which according to the source it states that “the objective of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, is to control the use and distribution of dangerous drugs, aiming at preventing its drug misuse”. Law Teacher, Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.
It can as well be mentioned the inclusion the potential risks it can have if stop and searched is not used correctly, as a matter In the UK, police forces come across sometimes in challenging situations aggravated by accusations from members of the public of different communities being “over policed”, this falls into the consequences the act of stop and search, the public might have a different perception on why they are being stopped and having to be searched and detained for this same purposes, in big cities across the UK so speaking of London, and with the George Floyd situation in 2020, it’s more relevant than ever the impact policing has in different communities and with it the Stop and Search powers, in a document from HMICFRS (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services) can be source for this , stating that “The public expects the police to protect them by using the powers in an effective and fair way. When the police do not use the powers proportionately on different ethnic groups, it causes suspicion among these communities”. HMICFRS 2021
The largest example where Policing the public have been critically evaluated, and many times the Metropolitan Police of London have come across with racial issues such according to this source “Black Londoners have complained over the years of being overpoliced or harassed by police officers, the history of such encounters between the black community and the police service dates from the 70’s”. Sage Journals 2013. The effectiveness of the Stop and Search powers is also an evaluation we can also give credit for success, as in not all situations come with a negative impact, a question can be made to evaluate it is does stop and search reduce crime? As in investigatory matters it comes as a preventive way to reduce it, and stop a potential criminal from offending, this can be reasonably argued that it detects crime before it even happens, on whether the Police is either searching for possession of drugs or even more fatal, the carrying of weapons that could cause Grievous Bodily Harm or death. In the House of Commons library website, we can take a positive source that states “Stop and search is more effective at detection even if sometimes it results finding nothing. However, when targeted and conducted in line with the law, they can seize dangerous and forbidden items and keep the public trust”. House of Commons Library 2022.
It is sure that police follow the NDM (National Decision Model) when stop and searching like anything else officers must do based on the Code of ethics, on the College of Policing website it states to “Gather information and intelligence, asses threat and risk and develop a working strategy, consider the powers and policy, identify options and contingencies, take action and review what happened” – College of Policing 2013. In the past years Stop and Search saw more negative impacts, the summer riots in 2011 the way police use stop and search was brought to attention. As a result, in December 2011 the Home Secretary commissioned HMIC to carry an inspection about the use of stop and search legislation in England and Wales. stop and search powers is often ineffective and incorrect. HMICFRS 2013
By exploring Bowling and Philips 2007 we can analyse that the Section 1 of PACE of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, was introduced because of the growing perception that the public lost confidence in the English judicial system, also another way to explore this, is to talk about the fact of officers stop and searching young people, there Is a perception of young people are up to something in the problematic urban areas, search and stop powers can come across as negative again, and public opinions have been made targeting the police forces operating in the respective areas, this source implies that “Police have the power to stop and search citizens under a wide range of legislative acts and the power is used daily across Britain.” Further down on the next paragraph of this source it states also that “nothing has been more damaging to the relationship between the police and the black community, than the misjudge use of stop and search powers. For young black men in particular, the humiliating experience of constantly being stopped and search is a sad fact of life, in some parts of London.” Bowling and Philips 2007.
So, amongst the negatives that are yet more to be discussed, we can see that politicians in UK already identified the good use of Section 1 of PACE 1984, the fact London is vast and its crime rate is quite high, the police level of alert is also quite high, the Metropolitan Police does what it’s best to avoid damaging its reputation after recent cases of polemic have come up to the media involving corruption in the police service. These discussions from official sources makes us understand that stop and searching it is effective when having grounds for it, having suspicious and enough intelligent that something somewhere is occurring and that CCTV has reported it, or a call from a member of the public reporting a deal of drugs that have gone bad, or an act of violence from two people about to start, stop and search under the Section 1 of PACE 1984, can also be a good way to serve as a guidance for safe and well checks, in the “Safe and well checks” source part it mentions: “It is appropriate to ask the police for support if a safe and well check engages in the duties of the police to prevent a crime from happening, thus to keep the peace and protect life or property. Some police forces have adopted a policy to carry out safe and well check, if a person is vulnerable, they expect the agency best qualified member to respond that person’s needs and to be prepared to attend”. Home Office 2009. 
The positives and the effectives of stop and search come with more counters, and equal negatives as mentioned above, more sources claim that its power is bringing abuse of power or the misuse of the power given to police officers, more cases talk about suspending its powers, BBC News, highlighted that “Police powers to stop and search people in a specified area should be immediately suspended, Justice says. The Human rights group says stop and search is key in the disproportionate representation of black people in the criminal-justice system”, it also reports on the third paragraph something positive saying “The government says that stop and searching is a vital tool that helped the police seize 11.000 dangerous weapons last year”. BBC News 2021. This suggests that serious crime has been prevented by confiscating those dangerous items, putting great effect on the Stop and Search powers, because the definition was applied by the officers attending the scene having received intelligence, that certain individuals were acting suspicious and possibly carrying dangerous articles, It takes caution and a very well approaching procedure, to take a step and confront a member of the public to stop and search. 
The College of Policing has developed a procedure and an effective way without causing the perception as previously discussed that police are abusing of its powers, the definition consists, that if the search must be justified, lawful and serve as a deterrent to public scrutiny, the officer also must have reasonable grounds of suspicion to really believe that the individual is carrying a prohibited item, used for criminal purposes. The officer also must state that the person being stopped understand why are being stopped and also upon being searched feels that they have been treated with dignity, for stop and search to be effective. If the search was necessary and was the best way in the best of intentions, done in a proportionate method then it is most likely to be effective. College of Policing Police conduct GOV.UK 2018. 
Also exploring the difference between stop and search Section 1 of PACE 1984 and stop and search under the Terrorism act of 2000 this tells us that under section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000, a senior police officer may authorise in certain areas that vehicles and pedestrians to be stopped and search without grounds of suspicion. This to enable the police to proceed on carrying search for items that could be linked or used to commit acts of terrorism. The reason to suspicion is important for safeguarding. Justice.org. 
Statistics help us understand a percentage of cases where in this particular case how much stop and search were used and to whom, GOV.UK 2022 statistics, has released the last 2 years statistics about this, in which it makes relevance to the context of this assignment. The statistics show us that in England and Wales between April 2020 and March 2021, 697,405 stop and searches were made, where it also 12.4 of those stop and searches makes reference per a 1.000 people, down from 24.8 per 1.000 people in the year ending March 2010. On another different article from the same author, states also that 7.5 stop and searches were made for every 1.000 members of the public whose ethnicity is white in comparison to 52.6 1.000 people of black ethnicity. These searches were mostly conducted by the Metropolitan Police force in London. More recent findings, in the last year ending March 2022 it was reported that there was 526,024 stop and searches conducted under Section 1 of Pace 1983 by the Police in England and Wales, it states that it was a decrease of 25% (179,888) in comparison to the previous year, and 8% below the ending year of March 2020. Of the percentage 526,024, 66,772 led to arrest, meaning the arrest rate increased from 11% to 13%. To state more interesting facts about to whom these stop and searches concerned to, the reference to these statistics say that 66% of the stop and searches in March 2022 were made on males aging between 15 and 34 years of age. Mostly males aged 15/19 having the highest rate of stop and search. GOV.UK 2022.
Focusing on the risks of stop and searching in defined areas of a city, where members of black community or other ethnic minority community come across the thought, the perception, that they are being target which causes racial tensions, during the George Floyd protests in London for example, these racial tensions between the Metropolitan Police and members of the public became very popular and relevant to the fact the use misuse of the law if not be under care and proportion, policing powers most notably the stop and search power, becomes criticized as negative, this is due to the fact how police officer Derek Chauvin exercised his police powers when arresting Floyd, the situation may have happened in the United States, but during this situation Policing image became more international, after all the protests breaking out in the U.S and UK and the clashes and the perceptions it created  between the public and the police. 
Communities feel the negative impact it has if one is being stop and searched in one area where predominantly is a black majority of people living, or any other ethnic minorities since we are living in a more diverse community, more highlights talk about, that “Only six Metropolitan Police Officers have been disciplined over the misuse of stop and search in 2014, despite receiving around 5.000 complaints”. BBC News 2021.This source can make reference to corruption in the police forces throughout the urban areas in the UK where the police is in charge to maintain public order, these negatives and the apparent corruption of powers by the Police is why there is a risk  at stake, when stop and searching can be a power with mixed reviews, when cases of misconducts are reported, people lose faith in the Police, members of the public expect the police to behave according to the standards and so does the people in high ranking leading the respective police forces, to conclude this assignment, Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, with its negative perceptions or it’s positives outcomes, it may be perceived as a power that involves corruption according to media sources and the public, but its purpose serves effectively well the police forces, when its purpose is to prevent any malice from happening, when it’s to reduce crime and gather more intelligence about for example where the class A substance or class B substance comes from, or prevent it to fall in the hands of another member of the public, so as long the use of stop and search is used according to the NDM, the code of ethics, with intelligence gathered and lawful authority to exercise stop and search powers, having grounds of suspicion that something wrong is occurring, always respecting the Human Rights Act of 1998, Police officers are doing their respective jobs under the law in England and Wales, and Stop and search powers are legitimate. But the negatives of stop and search, cannot be ignored if officers are abuse of their powers, when targeting ethnic minorities because of their background, showing the possibilities, of corruption within Police forces in the UK.
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