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The purpose of this essay is to critically explore the barriers that may prevent children and young people from accessing consistent, decent quality education and the barriers that may prevent this in the Philippines. It will also look at educational reforms that try to eradicate these barriers and what legislations have been put in place for the Philippines to achieve Sustainable Development Goals.
Firstly, the author will briefly explain what is meant by Sustainable Development Goals, then give a brief geographical and historical overview of the country chosen for this paper. The educational system will be looked at and how it was influenced by colonisation, followed by some of the most recent and significant educational acts that are the basis for its modern structure. A brief description of Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child follows linked with relevant SDGs. The essay will then discuss in detail some of the barriers faced by children preventing them accessing education including poverty; lack of clean water and sanitation, whether there is a disparity between the educational achievements, teenage marriages and pregnancies, sexual education and health including sexually transmitted diseases. The appropriate Sustainable Development Goal will be linked to each barrier and whether the chosen country is near to or has achieved this goal will be discussed. 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990) Articles 28 and 29 recognises “the right of the child to education.” These rights are also included in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) charter. The SDGs were initiated in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly, most goals were intended to be achieved by 2030. The guiding principle behind the goals is that we as a world need to recognise to end poverty, improve health and education, reduce inequality, the strategies implemented must go hand in hand with tackling climate change, preserving our natural world and resources and lead a more sustainable way of life (UNDESA, 2022). During this paper, the author will investigate initiatives and legislation in the Philippines studied are implementing to achieve these goals. 
The Philippines is a chain of islands that lay off the coast of Vietnam and consists of more than 7,100 separate islands, only one third of the islands are populated. The largest island of Luzon is home to the capital Manila and the Quezon, the densest populated city in the country (Britannica, 2021). It was named after the King Philip II of Spain in 1521. The Philippines is not only made up of beaches and coastal areas but valleys, hills, and mountains. The country has one of the highest known levels of marine biodiversity in the world. Farmers grow crops such as bananas, coconuts, mangoes, sugar cane, corn, and rice. English, Filipino (Tagalog) are widely spoken as well as many other local dialects (Easy Science for Kids, 2021).
The Philippines was recognised as an independent, sovereign country by the United States of America in 1946 when it withdrew its authority as colonizer. Prior to this, since 1565 the Philippines had been a Spanish colony, but the Spanish-American war in 1898 meant, even though a revolutionary government declared independence, they became a colony of the United States. In 1916, the then President of American, Theodore Roosevelt declared the end of the Philippines-America war. The start of the First World War meant all discussions between the two countries were halted but it took till 1946 until independence was finally achieved. During the Second World War the Philippines spent three years under the control of the Japanese, over one million Filipinos died during the war and most major cities were left in ruins, with relief such as food, clothes and shelter provided by the United States army. It was not until 1966 all military bases left the islands (The National WWII Museum, 2021).	Comment by Heike Griffiths: Shorten this	Comment by Heike Griffiths: 
The educational system of the Philippines has been greatly influenced by their history of colonisation. During the rule of the United States, English was introduced as the primary language taught and was the sole language taught between 1935 and 1987. During Spanish rule, education was very authoritarian, in 1863 The Education Degree came into force making education compulsory between the ages of seven and twelve. Just after the start of the American regime (1898-1946) elementary education became free and compulsory (Ms Red, 2021). The Executive Order No.134 of 1937 decreed the Tagalog language “to be used as the basis for the evolution and adoption of the national language of the Philippines” although it would not affect “the requirement that instructions in the public schools shall be primarily conducted in the English language” (GOVPH Official Gazette, 1937).	Comment by Heike Griffiths: This is the part you need to make more concise, and it is very descriptive, as it does not give any analysis (comparison to theories, approaches, or international policies)	Comment by Heike Griffiths: 
During the Japanese occupation (1942–1945) the aims of education changed. It placed importance on the eradication for the need of reliance on the Western World especially the United States and the United Kingdom, it fostered a new Filipino culture and terminated the use of English in schools. The 1973 constitution reformed education once again and aimed to “engender love of the country, teach citizenship, develop moral character, teach self-discipline, and introduce scientific, technological, and vocational efficiency” (Ms Red, 2021).
The Education Act (1982) created the Ministry of Education and Sports. This act set out to reach “educationally deprived communities, in order to give meaningful reality to their membership in the national society” and all children have the right to “competent...relevant, quality education... conducive to their full development as persons with human dignity” (7).
This was followed by the Department of Education 1987 policy on bilingual education which aimed the “achievement of competence in both Filipino and English at national level, through the teaching of both languages and their use as media of instruction at all levels” (GOVPH, 1987).
In 1994, the Congressional Commission on Education (EDCOM) published the Republic Act 7796 and RA 7722 which refocused education into a trifocal education system. This meant basic education now covered elementary, secondary and nonformal education, including culture and sports (DepedTambayan, 2019). In 2001 the Governance of Basic Education Act was introduced, its aim was to “promote the right of all citizens to quality basic education”, it should be free and would be compulsory. It also meant education would include “alternative learning systems for out-of-school youth and adult learners.” The goals would be to provide “skills, knowledge and values” so students would develop into “caring, self-reliant, productive and patriotic citizens” (Official Gazette, 2001). In 2012 The Kindergarten Act (RA 10157) was published which concentrated on the need for “physical, social, intellectual, emotional...stimulation.” Its aim was to make kindergarten an “integral part of the basic education system of the country.” The act stated that kindergarten education is “vital to the academic and technical development … when the young mind’s absorptive capacity learning is at its sharpest” (Official Gazette, 2012).
The Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013 (The Republic Act No. 10533) encompassed kindergarten, elementary, secondary, alternative and “special needs” education. It aimed to give all children a globally competitive education, “learner-orientated” and to prepare the child for college with “vocational and technical” skills as well as “creative arts, sports, and entrepreneurial employment in a rapidly changing and increasingly globalized environment...” (Official Gazette, 2013.) This act also launched the ‘K to 12 program’ - six years of primary, four years of junior high school and two years of senior high school education. The focus of this curriculum was to make it relevant, holistic and be a “mother tongue-based multilingual education,” (mother tongue languages included amongst others Bikol, Cebuano, Kapampangan, and Tagalog). It would also include discussions on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), Climate Change Adaptation and Information and Communication Technology (ICT) (Official Gazette, 2013).
The Philippines is a lower middle-income country but according to the World Bank report (2017) is the tenth fastest growing economy in the world. Although economic growth has been strong the growth in human development has not equalled this (UNICEF, 202). According to the Human Development Index Ranking, (which measures and ranks countries in three areas of human development, a long and healthy life, standards of knowledge and standards of living) ranked the Philippines 107th out of 189 countries. This placed them alongside Bolivia and Indonesia and as a comparison Ireland ranked 2nd in the same year, Germany 6th, the United Kingdom was 13th and the U.S.A was 17th. The report showed the expected years of schooling for a child in the Philippines is 13.1 years with mean years of schooling being 9.4, compared to 17.5 and 13.2 years respectively in the United Kingdom (UNDA, 2019).
Between 2005 and 2013 enrolment in kindergarten, which is around the age of five doubled, with the largest increases seen in the most vulnerable and poorest sections of society but in 2013 only 42% of children aged between three and four were enrolled in day care centres. Although in 2015, 91% of children attended primary school this dropped to 68% for secondary school. For this same year of those enrolled 83% of primary school and 74% of secondary school children completed their schooling (UNICEF, 2020). There are many barriers that prevent a child from fulfilling their right to education in the Philippines some of which will be explored further in this essay.
As previously mentioned, Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child states every child has the right to an accessible, free education and measures should be implemented to encourage regular attendance at school and minimise dropout rates. The educational system should strive to the develop the child’s “personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.” It must also cultivate a child’s cultural values, language and identity, for both the country they live in and the country they were born in. As well as developing a wider interest in diverse cultures from around the world education should prepare a child for life in “a free society, in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and people of Indigenous origin” (UNCRC, 1990). SDG (Sustainable Development Goals) 4.1 and 4.2 also wants to ensure all children and young people should have access to free, quality, and equal education by 2030. Although the 2013 Early Years Act in the Philippines includes provisions in education relating to “health, nutrition, early education and social services” there is no standardised approach, national plan, monitoring, or evaluation framework. This makes it difficult to measure how close the country is to achieving the Sustainable Development Goal in education (UNICEF, 2018). In 2019 the Philippines presented its Voluntary National Review (VNR) on its achievements regarding SDGs, according to this report the country had achieved a primary enrolment rate of 94.2% in 2017. They also had seen increases of 8 and 10% respectively in completion rates of primary and secondary education (NEDA, 2019).
According to the ASEAN Trade Union Council “the Philippines has the highest rate of economic and social inequality in Southeast Asia.” Like many other countries the Indigenous population suffer from the greatest inequalities with less opportunities to access educational opportunities, basic welfare, and healthcare (ASEAN,2011). This has resulted in geographical disparities, in the National Capital region, one of the countries three metropolitan areas 33% of the population completed college or higher education. Compare this to the provinces of ARMM (The Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao), which has the highest poverty rates among children, in 2018 68% of under eighteen-year-olds belong poor families, where only 11.6% completed higher education. A family in poverty may withdraw a child from education to work in often hazardous labour conditions. Child poverty rates decreased between 2012 and 2015, if this downward trend continues the Philippines may hit the Sustainable Development Goal 1 of no poverty by 2030 but there are still significant poverty rates in some locations (UNICEF, 2018).
Lack of clean water and proper sanitation, especially in rural areas can have substantial health impacts on children, including severe diarrhoea, intestinal worms, malnutrition and even death. Growth stunting and worm infestations have been linked to reduced intelligence. According to SDG 6.1 the Philippines should aim to achieve safe drinking water for all by 2030, this is measured by the percentage of the population who have ‘safely managed’ drinking water. This means it should be accessible in the home, available when needed and free from contamination. Open defecation is still a problem in the Philippines, although it has declined in both urban and rural areas around 5% of the population still practice it. Unfortunately, this poses a serious threat to public health including groundwater pollution, risk of diarrhoea, intestinal worms, and cholera. According to SDG target 6.2 the Philippines need to “achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations” (UNDESA, 2022).
As well as problems in standards of hygiene there is a disparity between the success rates of boys and girls. The 2020 Global Gender Gap Report of the World Economic Forum (WEF) reported enrolment figures between the sexes were almost identical in primary schools with 93.7% of girls and 93.9% of boys attending. These figures changed by the time children reached secondary school with 71.3% of girls enrolled in secondary school and 40.4% in college, compared to 60.2% and 40.4% respectively in men (inquirer.net, 2020). There are still issues that disproportionately affect girls, the Philippines Annual Poverty Indicators Survey, gave the main reasons among boys for not attending school were needing employment (32.8%), marriage or family matters (19.1%) and lack of interest (13.2%). For girls in the same age range (6 to 24 years) family matters including marriage was 30.7% and employment (27.2%). It was only in January 2022 that child marriage, including formal, informal, traditional, cultural and cohabitation with a child under the age of eighteen became a crime (Philippines Statistics Authority, 2019).
The “Girls not Brides Act” was originally passed in 2020 a month after the age of consent was raised from twelve years old, the lowest age of consent in the world, to sixteen. In 2020, the Philippines was ranked 12th in the world with the highest number of child marriages (Bamboo Telegraph, 2020). In 2017 around 17% of Filipino girls and 3% of boys were married before the age of eighteen, by 2020 this figure had dropped to 4% of females and 1% of boys. Marriages of this kind are usually linked to poverty. Girls were not seen as potential income earners, so parents arranged for them to get married, sometimes in exchange for money or to ease their own financial burden as the husband would become responsible for them. Marrying at such an early age makes them vulnerable to domestic violence, as well as being physically and mentally unprepared for pregnancy, birth, and motherhood. Marriage would almost certainly mean the end of their education.
Teenage pregnancies, especially in girls under the age of fifteen have been rising year on year in the Philippines since 2011. Between 2018 and 2019 this figure increased by 7%, in 2019, 2411 girls aged ten to fourteen gave birth. Pregnancy during teenage years is linked to low-birth-weight babies, which leads to poor child development, poor mental health in the young mothers, higher chances of contacting sexually transmitted diseases and lack of knowledge on nutrition can lead to poor long-term health (UNICEF, 2012).
The (2012) Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act (RPRH) directed the Department of Education to implement age and development appropriate ‘Comprehensive Sexuality Education’ (CSE) in all educational settings it should guarantee “universal access to medically-safe, non-abortifacient, effective, legal, affordable and quality reproductive care services, methods, supplies”. This act was implemented as part of SDG 3.7 and to comply with Article 24 (2) of the UNCRC both of which legislate there should be universal access to sexual and reproductive health care, family planning and education (UNICEF, 2018). The United Nations Population Fund (UNFDA) in their policy brief found delays in integrating CSE in the K-12 curriculum meant there were missed opportunities to provide accurate information to young people to help them make informed choices (UNFRA, 2020). Under the RPRH Act (2012) minors are not “allowed access to modern methods of family planning without written consent from their parents or guardians except when the minor is already a parent or has had a miscarriage” (Philippines Commission on Women, 2012). This Act does not support the General Comment No.20 (2016) of the UNCRC Act highlighting the rights of the child during adolescence which states “all adolescences have the right to have access to confidential medical counselling and advice without the consent of a parent or guardian, irrespective of age, if they so wish” (24 p.11). In addition, a Supreme Court decision in 2015, which was upheld in 2016, issued a restraining order preventing the Department of Health selling, advertising, and distributing two contraceptive implants estimating to affect more than 13 million Filipino women (UNICEF, 2018).
The lack of sexual health education has meant accurate knowledge about sex among young Filipino's is extremely poor, the little data available about the levels of sexually transmitted diseases suggests STI’s are a significant problem. According to the Young Adult Fertility and Sexuality study (2013) less than half of the young Filipino’s asked had a general awareness of STI’s but a higher percentage (83.3%) had knowledge, although not necessarily accurate of AIDS/HIV. Higher awareness was found among those from urban areas with higher educational attainment. Unlike most countries the rates of HIV/AIDS are on the increase. SDG 3.3 wants to put an end to the transmission of HIV/AIDS by 2030. The Philippines Aids Prevention and Control Act of 1998 (Republic Act 8504) means children of legal age, although the legal age is not actually defined in the act it is usually interpreted as eighteen years of age, may have a HIV test there are no such laws or policies that regulate children’s access to STI testing. Although discrimination is illegal under the act stigmatisation appears to be on the increase and is acting as a deterrent to testing (YAFS, 2013). Projections by UNAIDS Philippines there will be more than 350,00 people living with HIV in the country falling short of the SDG target (UNAIDS, 2022).
Maslow recognised before a person can reach their full potential of self-fulfilment, personal growth, and self-actualization they must first reach one of four preceding stages. The first stage is being able to satisfy the basic physiological needs of sleep, drink, shelter, food, warmth, and clothing. The second stage, which cannot be achieved without reaching the first, is that of safety and security. These needs are fulfilled by family and their surrounding society such as school and medical care. Only after success in this stage can a person move onto the next of love and belonging. These needs are satisfied by interpersonal relationships and being part of a community. The fourth level of esteem includes accomplishments, respect, and self-worth. Maslow believed the need for respect and reputation is most important for young people and children. It is only when we have achieved this level can we reach our full potential (Maslow, 1943, p.14).
Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system theory believed to successfully study a child’s development, it is not only the child that must be studied but his immediate and surrounding environment. According to his theory the microsystem which encompasses the child, family, school, and health organizations play a significant role in a child’s educational development (Bronfenbrenner, 1979, p.7). Home life and school must provide a nurturing, safe environment in which a child feels supported to succeed.
Poverty, lack of clean water, proper sanitation, ill health, and pressures from home such as leaving education to work or get married will all have a negative impact on a child. Although many children in the Philippines face challenges accessing and completing education in 2016 the K-12 educational reform helped 1.5 million pupils attend and complete eleventh grade for the first. Their Zero Dropout Education Scheme (ZeDrEs) initiative has meant 250,00 Filipino children from low-income backgrounds could complete primary education supported by a microloan to offset expenses (The Borgen Project, 2018).
