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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What can police and the government do in response to the increase in Dangerous dogs?

INTRODUCTION:

 The research into this topic of dangerous dogs, Is due to the recent increase publicity in regard to dangerous dogs. A dangerous dog is defined as a dog which violently attacks another animal, or person and then causes injury or death. Any dog, no matter what size or breed can be classed as a dangerous dog if it has caused injury or death to a human or animal. (Whittle, 2023).

There is currently a lot of opinions and debate around this topic currently, such as the breed isn’t the problem, its how the dog is breed and the environment in which the dog is brought up in. It is of the opinion each dog should be examined on their own merit instead of a one size fits all type of ban. Any dog can be dangerous, but it seems the larger dogs are being targeted due to their size and damage in which they could cause if they were to attack. Whereas the smaller dogs attacks may go unreported due to the less damage caused by such attacks. The aim of this research is to consider if these larger dogs are more dangerous. If it is the way in which the dog is breed or is there a deeper instinct in these dogs which causes the issues.

The media has been highlighting the impact of dangerous dogs and the increase in American XL Bully attacks in the UK. These dogs have been now banned by the UK government due to increased attacks and deaths on members of the public. These XL Bully type breeds have been responsible for 75 percent of deaths of dog attacks since October 2021, despite only being 1 percent of the total of UK Dog breeds. (Clinton, 2023).

The dangerous dog act 1991 was introduced by Home secretary Kenneth Baker, this act was introduced after multiple serious dog attacks during that year, this has then prompted 4 breeds to be banned from the UK. These dog breeds were classed as fighting dogs, a Pitbull terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino and a Fila Brasilerio. These breeds were being used as fighting dogs, where owners and others would place bets on these dogs fighting and use this as an underground sporting event. These dogs were fought to serious injury or death. This type of blood sport was banned in the UK in 1911 under the Protection of animal act (Gov, N.D).

The justification for this research is to gather more information on whether these dogs are actually dangerous, or is it the way the dogs are breed, and then trained by their owners. What can be done to stop such attacks and what are the underlining factors in causing a dog to act so dangerously.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

During this research, it will look to cover what the publics perception is of a dangerous dog. To do this research will be conducted a questionnaire format asking what their feelings are surrounding dangerous dogs and if they feel the police and government are doing enough to stop these attacks. 

What triggers a dog to attack a person or another animal, I will do some research using books, journals, and articles.

An attachment will be completed with a Police officer dog handler who is a specialist in dangerous dogs, their expert knowledge regarding what is being done and what else could be done in regard to such dogs.

What the police and government are imposing in regard to stopping the breeding of banned dogs and what is working, also what isn’t working.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
An attachment will be undertaken with a specialist department within Gwent Police, the aim of this is to go out with a specialist dog handler, who is currently trained in dangerous dogs and how to combat the issue. This will gather information on how dangerous dogs are handled and what can be done regarding the issue.

Research from books from previous incidents of dog attacks will be conducted, along with what makes a dangerous dog and why the government choose to ban such dogs. This research will show what has worked when it comes to banning dangerous dogs and what the risks are in banning such dogs.

The internet will also be a source of research, as a lot of illegal puppies are now sold using things such as social media and websites. The social aspect of owning a dog, which could be classed as intimidating to others and how Organised criminal gangs use these dogs.

Laws which are in place will be researched and the opposition these face from animal charities such as the RSPCA, who is better placed to impose these laws?




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

During this research into dangerous dogs, methods such as a questionnaire, this will be mainly focused on police officers that currently work for Gwent Police, this will help gain a greater understanding from a Police officer point of view what they class as a dangerous dog. I will be asking questions such as is it the size of the dog, the breed, or the manner in which the dog could approach them.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Research will be conducting using members of Gwent Police and experts in their fields such as a dog handler. This will be to gather an expert opinion on the current situation and the problems in which they are currently facing.

A questionnaire will also be conducted in order to gain more understanding from a police officer and members of the public point of view. This will help develop a greater understanding of a non-expert and their feelings regarding dogs.


	ETHICAL ISSUES: 

There will be no ethical issues during this research.

	TIME SCALE:

This research will take place between 02/10/2023 until 08/07/2024 
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