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Critically evaluate how the Criminal Justice System responds to victims of crime

	The criminal justice system within the UK has a set of procedures in order to maintain stability within communities and this is why laws are in place. Tiwari (2017) explains that the laws in place act as a code of conduct for citizens and a guide to appropriate behavior for them to follow. The law is required to maintain community equality and balance. Many people assume that a society free of laws would be chaotic. Barton and Johns (2012) state that the criminal justice system which is in place is supposed to be fair and contain policies to separate those who break the law and those who are victims of a criminal act. It is important to know all aspects of the criminal justice system in order to know how they respond to victims of crime and whether they do it objectively and treat everyone fairly to get justice. CJP (2017) outlines that to understand the victim, as well as the criminals, is called 'Victimology. There are four key systems within the criminal justice system which are the police, court, penal system, and lastly crime prevention. Crowder et. al. (2013) suggests that each key system has a major role in how they process a person who has committed a crime such as the police making the arrest and investigating the crime to prepare them for the court where they will be given a sentence depending on the severity of the crime and the number of laws broken. The key systems are also there to show how they can help the victim, using their evidence and statements to not falsely accuse anyone and the right person is prosecuted. The key systems are also there in place in order to help the victims have a say in their safety and are always informed in order for them to feel protected by the law and relieved from the situation, unworried and therefore able to go on with their normal life. However, there are arguments as to whether there is enough done for the victims of crime and also whether a criminal themself can be a victim. In order to critically evaluate how the criminal justice system responds to victims of crime the use of statistics and looking into what factors make them a victim must be explored. An example may be their past or what they grew up around, it can possibly show what society or the criminal justice system may have failed at which led them to the path they have taken. Also looking into the victim's mental state, criminal and non-criminal may help look into and see what they may have previously felt or currently feel and therefore can get a better understanding of how victims feel by committing or suffering from a criminal action. By taking into consideration many factors such as their past, surroundings, and even their mental state before, during, and after the incident could possibly give the criminal justice system a new perspective or understanding on how to respond to victims of crime, learning from the mistakes made in the past as some people can truly be damaged from what happened to them, how it affects their life, their community and those close to them.
	Throughout the years there have been many cases that show how the criminal justice system responds to victims of crime, no matter how serious the crime may be, and for every crime, there will also be a victim. To understand how the United Kingdom critically evaluates how the Criminal Justice System responds to victims of crime is by looking into ‘Victimology' and recognising the process, system, and idea of the laws that are present, which are there to help them. LTD (2021) mentions that laws dictate that victims of crime attain justice and that the perpetrators are punished accordingly through these systems. The ultimate objective is to rehabilitate offenders so that they are ready to reintegrate into society and to lower overall crime itself as well as the reoffending rates. On the other hand how effective these laws and systems are could be the issue, as every person and situation may vary, thus requiring alternative solutions to resolve any certain issue. Clevenger (2018) explains what ‘Victimology’ is and it is, knowing why some people are more vulnerable to experience being a victim than others. There can be many factors why victims can be victims, depending on the type of experience they have in life whether it be growing up or what they have witnessed, it can even depend on the area they live or grew up in. It is also important to understand the victims of crime as well as the nature of criminals. Most of the time the criminal would be assessed on their behaviour and the victim would not be looked into as much, this could affect some people drastically. An example of this is the case study Stanford Rape case in 2015. Potter et al. (2017) address that Emily Doe was sexually assaulted by Brock Turner and he was convicted of three felonies. This case was taken to court where Doe’s personal statement was readout. During court, Turner's lawyers tried defending him by questioning Doe. She was asked questions about what she was wearing on the night of her rape, how much did she drink, did she flirt with Turner, do you remember saying “no’, “you said you were a party animal”, do you have a history of cheating, these questions were used by the lawyer to pressure her in order to get Brocks sentenced reduced. In this case, it worked as Brock was only in prison for 3 months and was released back into society. The victim's personal statement is a criminal justice system strategy that allows victims to talk out in court about how the offender harmed them and what the victim felt. Emily Doe gave a Victim personal statement during court to allow others to see and hear how the rape affected her explaining she was scared it would happen again. Brock only got three months in prison, which shows that the Victim's personal statement did not change the jury's mind nor the judge's. This causes questions to the public and those who are similarly affected, whether the criminal justice system does enough for the victim as an incident like this can emotionally scar Emily Doe for life and the pressure she received from the lawyers and the sentence passed was not seen as justice in Emily’s and many other people’s eyes, as the sentence did not fit the crime. There are many theories of victimology and Emily Doe was the victim of ‘lifestyle theory’ as GCU (2019) comments these types of people are more likely to become victims due to their lifestyles and decisions, therefore they are more likely to become victims of crime. Emily is an example as she was intoxicated and alone in a dangerous location at night, therefore, being vulnerable for anyone to take advantage of her. 
There are three other theories along with the ‘lifestyle’ theory and these are ‘victim precipitation’, ’deviant place theory', and ‘routine activities theory’. Routine activities theory is similar to Lifestyle theory as Mustainne et al. (2000) states that Routine activity theory and Lifestyle theory are similar in that they both look at victimization through the perspective of a determined criminal, an appealing target/victim, vulnerable with no one around them. The distinction between both theories is that lifestyle views risk in more terms of probability, whereas routine activity theory focuses on the victimization event itself. In basic terms, the main difference with routine theory is where a possible victim does not avoid dangerous and rundown areas where the crime rates are higher, therefore by constantly being in that area the likelihood of them being a victim is higher. The third theory of victimology is ‘Deviant Place Theory’ also has links with the other two theories whereas a person is more likely to be victimized in run-down areas where crime rates are higher. The difference this theory has with the other two is location, Sampson et al. (1990) Less developed areas where there seem to be poorer homes are more likely to be located in or near dangerous sections of the city, and people from low financial situations are less able to just walk away from these places. Statistics that Cuthbertson (2018) showed the number of offenses is forty-six percent higher and widespread in deprived locations and the statistics for crime rate is even higher up to ninety-five percent more likely to occur in these deprived areas and therefore due to all the crime people are three times more likely to be injured compared to a more urban part of the city. Living in a deprived area has a lot of disadvantages especially being a single parent or guardian, earning money is difficult which leads some people to make desperate decisions. This is where usual social workers would come to visit every so often in order to check up that everything is up to standard. A case study where a social worker failed to help a single mother get her killed. Shepka (2019) reports that Emma Day was a victim of the social workers and child maintenance who did not do much to help her even though she was reporting to them that her abusive ex-partner was threatening her which led to her death. Being a social worker plays an important role in people's lives as their job can potentially save them from going down the wrong path. The last theory is ‘victim precipitation’ Lasky (2019) articulates that in most cases it would be a hate crime and can even occur in group activities where people may have strong feelings and therefore disagree and provoke with one another. So it is usually where the perpetrator would instigate a criminal action to a victim due to their characteristics, for instance, "In 1971, female rape victims often contribute to their attacks by... pursuing a relationship with the rapist." (Amir, 1968). Suggesting that due to a women's characteristic of going after men who are likely to commit rape they are therefore more likely to be a victim of rape. 
This case study with ‘Watcharaporn Nantahkhum’ is looking into the past of the criminal and whether at some point in their lives they were a victim and does it have any correlation to how they became a criminal in the present. Her case in Australia caused a huge debate about how severe her sentence was going to be. As stated by Baxter (2020) during the trial the distinction between victimization and criminalization is becoming increasingly uncertain but ultimately she was criminally charged, as she should have known what it was like to have been a victim of this crime and therefore had knowledge of the pain, discomfort, and lack of freedom the women she hired. According to Anti Slavery Australia (2013), Nantahkhum got prosecuted for being in the sex slavery industry. As when she migrated to Australia in 2004 she recruited and took advantage of women from Thailand to work for her while she made a profit. However, before she became a criminal herself Baxter (2019) states that she was a victim of the same industry she got prosecuted for, as she was sold into the sex industry at seventeen years old by her mother to earn money and support the family back home in Thailand. This shows that some criminals may have led into their path due to unfortunate circumstances and the chain of abuse she received while growing up did not teach her any better and therefore that can't be helped which affects them mentally. This is what happened to Nantahkhum being part of a victimless crime which led to her being a criminal. She is one of many examples of being in a chain of abuse, Riggs (2010) comments that the childhood trauma, emotional abuse they experience affect them emotionally and mentally to how they approach everything in their life. By experiencing a bad childhood this is what Nantahkhum is used to and grew around and therefore and therefore carried it forward as she grew older. Nantahkhum is a good example that some criminals may have been victims in the past who have altered their lives for the worse. Nantahkhum was part of a ‘Victimless crime’. As stated by Meier et al. (1997) victimless crime is illegal to conduct in which only the criminal is involved or happens amongst consenting parties. Examples of this are prostitution, euthanasia, drug use, and fraud. 
A big recommendation that would help reduce victimization is reducing crime in the first place. Clarke (2021) comments that the budget of the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom is eight billion pounds. If there were to be a reduction in crime rates it would mean less money spend on the four systems and into other aspects of the country such as helping rebuild the rundown areas which could in the long term reduce crime levels, as if one of the problems of crime rate being so high is in deprived areas and rebuilding them would be an efficient solution for future plans. 
To sum up, everything that has been stated, the evaluation of how the criminal justice system responds to the victims of crime is critically flawed in some aspects. There are many situations where the victims are overlooked and the perpetrator would be the main focus of the situation. This happens to many people where they don’t get the justice and help required from the criminal justice system and a good example was the Stanford case where Emily Doe was raped and sexually assaulted by Brock Turner. In this situation, the criminal justice system did not help this victim much at all, even though the perpetrator was caught the way it was handled did not favour the victim. The multiple flaws were that the victim did not get a chance to be anonymous and was all over the news. She was pressured with tricky questions in court by Turner's lawyers in order for him not to look as bad. Her personal statement did not sway the jury as Turner only served three months in jail and three years of probation. Another flaw yet again was Turner's family was wealthy and he was a prospect as swimming qualifying for the Olympics if the criminal justice system did do enough for the victims the problems of cost should not be a problem in order to get justice for what has been done to them. Money, Status, and Power still have influence over those who are not as fortunate in court and can ultimately lead to injustice. Alternatively, it can be argued victimization is a vast subject and has existed for a long time and this is what prevents some people who are potential victims from coming forward due to being scared and embarrassed. Solutions that would favour the victim would bring them safety and confidence rather than hiding and not getting justice for what has been done to them. The understanding of victimology gives a basis for how the criminal justice system should approach and handle certain crimes and victims. Doing this gives more comfort and safety to the victims and handles each case accordingly. However, there are circumstances that can’t be helped by people. Some members of the public service may not even be doing their job to a good enough standard which causes difficulties as some people look up to the law and if they believe they can’t help no one can. There are still many complications when dealing with victims as some people can be troublesome and problematic or don’t listen and therefore make it harder for the public services who are trying to help, which is why dealing with victims can be a long and difficult process. The criminal justice system has a lot to deal with in countries with a problem of the budget not being enough to do more, there are always issues and victims have not become a big problem needing new innovative ideas in order to make people feel safe and to trust the law. Pope et al. (2021) state the government is altering the criminal justice system in significant ways such as increasing the budget for the criminal justice system which means more rehabilitation programs for criminals and victims. Increased funding means an increase in social care workers to help set the path for the less fortunate in order to guide them away from a life of crime. More budget into education by teaching young and older generations how to avoid being a potential victim such as staying with groups in dark and dangerous places or noticing the routines where people are most likely to be a victim of crime. 
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