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FIGURE 3 | Spontaneous and baseline firing rates in NTS cells. (A) Mean
firing rates are in spikes/sec &+ SEM. Spontaneous firing rates are from 10 s of
activity during which the animal did not lick. Baseline firing rates were
calculated as the firing rate during the 1 s just prior to the first taste stimulus
lick, during which period the rat was often emitting dry (unreinforced) licks.
NTS cells in lean rats increase their firing rate when licking (spontaneous firing
rate > baseline firing rate), but NTS cells in DIO rats do not. There was no
significant difference between spontaneous rates in Lean vs. DIO rats

(o = 0.29, indicated as n.s.) ***p < 0.001. (B) Sacatterplots of spontaneous

firing rate plotted against baseline firing rate for each cell in lean (top) and DIO
(bottom) rats.
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