Task 1
Word count: 2,039 words


TABLE OF CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION	3
BLENDED LEARNING	3
PROS OF BLENDED LEARNING	3
CONS OF BLENDED LEARNING	4
TRADITIONAL LEARNING	5
PROS OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING	6
CONS OF TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM LEARNING	7
CONCLUSIONS AND RECCOMENDATIONS	7
REFERENCES	8




[bookmark: _Toc89127618]INTRODUCTION
This report aims to compare blended learning with traditional class room learning so as to over a better perspective on the idea if blended learning would be a suitable solution for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education at the Institute of Inner City Learning of UWTSD. In order to be able to provide effective recommendation, this report offers a view on the main traits of both blended and traditional class room learning with a brief review of the evolution form past and present and with focus on the advantages and disadvantages of each type of learning.
[bookmark: _Toc89127619]BLENDED LEARNING
To begin with, blended learning can be defined as a hybrid type of learning that encompasses online educational materials on multiple platforms with traditional in-class method to deliver content to learners (Lothridge et al, 2013). In other words, blended learning can be considered a mix between learning online and face-to-face learning (Moor, 2013). 
Nowadays, is widely adopted in education; however it does not represent an actual innovation, but rather the natural evolution of learning in a society where the digital domain gains more and more space into people’s life (Norberg et al, 2011). Therefore, it can be said that blended learning is a rather new method that emerged at the beginning of 2000 with the advent of technology (Güzer and Caner, 2014). However, Moore and Kearsely (2011) consider that the root of blended learning is not Internet, but rather the letter correspondence between teacher and student, and they emphasise that before Internet distance education was done through correspondence, broadcast radio and television, open universities and teleconferencing. Hence, blended learning is based on the idea that education is possible regardless of the location of students and teachers (Güzer and Caner, 2014).
Nevertheless, although blended learning can be considered the “new traditional model” (Ross and Gage, 2006) during the last two years it was accelerated by the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic and by the strict measures imposed by the governments to stop the spread of the virus. Actually, the long lockdowns transformed blended learning into the new normal (Singh, 2021). Notwithstanding with the fact that blended learning has brought numerous benefits to the education, it still has its disadvantages that must be considered.
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The main advantage of blended learning is that it breaks down the traditional method of teaching offering flexibility and allowing students to personalise their learning experience based on their needs (Garrison and Vaughan, 2013). Actually, thanks to the technology students are able to access materials from anywhere at any time, having the opportunity work and study at the same time and to organise their schedule so as to obtain the maximum benefits. Besides, through blended learning not only students have almost immediate and unlimited access to global resources such as books, journals and websites, but it also reduces the costs of traditional education from several perspectives. First, thanks to digital devices students have access to materials that otherwise should buy. Second, avoiding going every day to classes reduces the costs of transportation. Third, it can lower the entire cost of education, as attending classes from home does not require classrooms and other elements necessary for the traditional learning that can increase the overall cost of a class (Harel Caperton, 2012).
Moreover, blended learning increases students’ self-esteem and motivation. In the first place, integrating technology with traditional lessons increments focus and interest because of the facility in finding resources and explanations even for subjects some might consider uninteresting. In the second place, technology allow students to actually interact with the information providing autonomy; in other words, students become responsible of sourcing the information required to expand their knowledge, implementing in this way a sense of self-advocacy and ownership (Peterson et al, 2010). 
Besides, the technology facilitates the communication between students and teachers strengthening their relationship and contributing to overcome the barriers of traditional learning. On one hand, the emails and chat rooms offer the possibility to increment collaboration. On the other hand, blended learning is based on modern software that collects students’ data and allows both teachers and students to control the academic progress and the engagement rate (Jacob, 2011).
Finally, blended learning encourages the integration of technology, allowing students to develop information and communication technology (ICT) skills that are necessary on the labour market nowadays (Heinze and Procter, 2006). For instance, knowing how to use the Office Packet with Word, Excel spreadsheets or Power Point presentation represents the fundamental ICT skills that increment a person’s employability.
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Notwithstanding with all the benefits of blended learning it is crucial to emphasise that its advantages are directly linked with the quality of the program (Moskal et al, 2013). However, even the best program has its cons and disadvantages.
First and foremost, blended learning is strongly dependent on technology and internet; therefore, any glitch can negatively affect the entire learning experience (Garrison and Vaughan, 2013). Besides, the technology dependency can cause different issues from several perspectives. On one hand, the educational institution who offers blended learning must have the resources to support it encompassing both financial resources – the budget to support the acquisition and implementation of software and technological tools – and the human resources – the teachers that possess the right IT skills to effectively use the given technological tools (Jacob, 2011). However, not all educational institutions possess these requirements. Moreover, IT literacy might represent an important barrier as older teachers do not possess the necessary skills to use the technology as its maximum potential. As a consequence, it might have a negative impact on the teacher because it might require extra work and engagement to train and develop the necessary skills (Moskal et al, 2013).
In the second place, blended learning may have a negative impact on students. First, although it may seem impossible not all students have permanent access to Internet and technology. Actually, according to the Baker et al (2020), The Consumer Digital Index 2020 found that 37% of the UK’s workforce lack the basic skills needed to navigate internet while an Ofcom survey (2020) emphasised that 9% of the household containing children do not have home access to devices that allow Internet connection like laptops, PCs or tablet. Hence, not all students have the possibility to attend blended learning because of the lack of financial resources to purchase the devices or to pay for an Internet connection. As a consequence, those students also lack of IT literacy, and thus the skills necessary to benefit from the advantages of the technology.
Finally, blended learning can also negatively impact the students’ performance because watching videos online from home can affect their concentration due to the lack of direct contact with the teacher and other colleagues (Moskal et al, 2013).
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The traditional learning refers to the conventional type of education that has been in practice from centuries and that consists in a classroom sitting face-to-face interaction between a group of students and a teacher or trainer (Murray and Pérez, 2015). Although traditional classroom learning is still based on face-to-face interactions, the methods and style have change substantially across time. 
The old-fashioned way of in class learning was based on a conventional method that relied on recitation; in other words students would study and memorised the lessons and then recite the lesson in front of the teacher and the entire class, while the final examination was written or oral (van Straaten et al 2018). However, before 19th century it is not possible to talk about an actual system of education in UK, because the fewer schools available were mostly created by the initiative of the wealthy people who saw it as a system of making a living rather than to educate younger individuals (UK Parliament, 2021). The actual change in education has started through the end of the 19th century with the progressive movement who was born as a reformist response to the traditional way of teaching  (Davies, 2002). For instance, the main change consisted in moving away from memorisation learning to a system on which students were encouraged to learn by experiment so us to develop skills like problem solving and critical thinking (Davies, 2002). Actually, the progressive education set the basis for the modern education that became more activity based putting emphasis on the skills students need to succeed in a work environment. For instance, modern education encourages students to active learning through practice so as to gain the skills and abilities that will set the basis of a further career (Wrenn and Wrenn, 2009).
However, although traditional classroom learning has changed significantly during the last decades it is still the main method of learning that has numerous advantages as well as disadvantages.
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In the first place, participating to classroom learning means that students emerge themselves into a setting that is thought to maximise information retention. For instance, while attending classes from home or from any other environment different from the campus, students can be easily distracted by numerous external factors causing them to lose focus and often, important information. The classroom environment instead is distraction free, allowing students to focus on the information and topic discussed (Merisotis and Phipps, 1999). As a consequence, the retention of information is higher, and thus students perform better.
Moreover, traditional classroom learning follows a structured schedule and normally the presence is mandatory, while online classes are easier to skip  or to attend without actually following the lesson. As a consequence, the mandatory presence improves students discipline and ensures that the information is learned accordingly with the curricula (Moskal et al, 2013). Besides, classroom learning offers the possibility of instant interaction between students and teacher. As a consequence, students have the opportunity to obtain instant clarifications regarding misunderstandings and lacunas contributing in this way to strengthen their knowledge (Yi-Hui and Chang Jung, 2006).
Finally, traditional classroom learning allows peer interaction, which besides of offering students a great life experience, contributes to the development of numerous soft skills necessary for a further career in a work environment. First, it improves social and teamwork skills through interaction and collaboration with peers and teachers (Lunce, 2006). Second, it helps developing critical thinking due to live debates that encourage students to form opinions and statements to support their arguments (Lunce, 2006). Third, it contributes to mature organisational skills due to the fact that students must arrive at class in time, be prepared for the lesson, do their eventual homework, and always be prepared to answer questions and participate in group discussions (Lunce, 2006).
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The main disadvantage of traditional classroom learning is the lack of flexibility as students must respect a pre-established schedule, attend classes and organise the rest of their daily activities based on it. Therefore, this can be an important barrier for students that work and study concomitantly. In addition, traditional classroom learning does not require more time, but it is more expensive than blended learning because if students live far from the university even in other cities they must consider transportation costs, rent, and expenses.  
Furthermore, the traditional classroom learning is performed during a restricted period of time, as a consequence, the main part of the lesson is dedicated to theory and less to practice. Besides, the interaction are limited to the participants at the class, while blended learning allows to virtually interact with people worldwide having in this way access to more resources and opportunities to expand the knowledge (ISBM, 2021).
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In conclusion, both blended learning and traditional class room learning offer numerous advantages as well as disadvantages. However, based on the research conducted blended learning can be an appropriate and suitable solution for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education. Therefore, it is recommended to:
· Evaluate the institution budget and human resources to understand to what extent it is possible to implement blended learning so as to create a quality program;
· Prepare a solid formation in online teaching, training teacher to use the modern software and technology to their and their students best benefits;
· Sign a partnership with and IT organisation that can support students who do not have the financial possibility to purchase the necessary devices to participate in blended learning.
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