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Archival Sources

This exercise looks at unpublished material on Edward the Black Prince and Warwick Castle. Searching the electronic catalogues of the National Archives and the British Library it was possible to access material relevant to the selected categories. Searching electronically associated links to other repositories identified further sources. The archives provide a wide variety of references, including the granting of freedoms from tolls to the issue of letters patent, Rolls, and granting annuities to name a just a few. 
Initially, I attempted to centre my research on the Black Prince’s military career to give a specific focus and sought relevant manuscripts within the electronic archives. However, this proved restrictive in the amount of information I was able to accumulate. I therefore expanded my search to give a variety of references from different departments. I was able to identify a selection of archival history held around the country in County Record Offices pertaining to Edward Woodstock, The Black Prince.
The chosen institution is Warwick Castle. The search delivered a mix of information with a large amount being about individual Earls of Warwick as well as multiple associations connected to the word Warwick. It was necessary, in order to glean relevant data, to be more selective. I utilised the filters for dates and places to include a variety of archival history for interest, dated up to 1912. Aside from the National Archives in London, a significant amount of archival history appears in the local Warwickshire County Record Office. Additionally, an interesting archive associated with Warwick Castle is lodged at Longleat House, Somerset.
Edward Woodstock, Black Prince
1
 Canterbury



Canterbury Cathedral Archives




CCA-DCC-ChAnt/F/51, Chartae Antiquae F. Order
from the Black Prince to John Delves and John Henxteworth to deliver seisin to the Prior and Convent of Canterbury Cathedral Priory dated 2 September 1362.
2.
Chester


Cheshire Archives and Local Studies

ZCH/17:  Letters patent by Black Prince commanding Fee Farm Rent of 100.00 Annually paid to Richard, Earl of Arundel, small seal of arms attached. Dated 1351.
3.
Cornwall
Cornwall Record Office, Truro

BLAUS/642:
Charter of Edward the Black Prince, Duke of Cornwall, son of Edward III to burgesses granting freedom from tolls, pikages and passage; Dated 20 August 1355.
 
4.
London


The National Archives, Kew

Special Collection, SC8/333/E1037: Petition by Edward of Woodstock, Prince of Wales for a grant of a Wednesday market at Princes Risborough, and a fair on the day of the feast of the assumption of Our Lady; dated 1375-1376.
5.
London


 The National Archives, Kew

Records of the Exchequer and of the Kings Rememberancer




E163/5/39: Note of Black Prince’s bequests to Canterbury 




Cathedral, Kent; Dated 1376.

6.
London



The National Archives, Kew
Chancery, C47/34/1/2: By order of the Privy Seal the issue of letters patent granting an annuity to John de Esquet; Dated 25 April 1370.
 

7,
London



The National Archives, Kew

E39/26: Seal. [R, vi, 461]. Edward the Black Prince confirms the treaty regarding the marriage of the Earl of Cambridge with the Duchess of Burgundy; Dated February 20, 1364.
8.
London

London University of London- Senate House Library Archive

          GB96 MS1 (Metrical chronicle in French verse), created by Chandos Herald, domestic Herald of Sir John Chandos; also found in a manuscript Worcester MS1, in the library of Worcester College, Oxford University. Dated 1385. Possibly commissioned by his son Richard II and written on vellum it celebrates the life of the Black Prince, 1330-1376.
9.
London


British Library, London

Seal CCIII.8: Seal of arms of Edward, Prince of Wales (The Black Prince); Dated 1350. Unspecified.
10.
London


London British Library



Cotton MS Nero D VI, Folio 31

Grant made to the Black Prince by Edward III of Aquitaine, Dated 1390.
11.
Norfolk



Norfolk Records Office

MC184/9/1.646x9: Norfolk assessment for aid for knighting the Black Prince. Nicholas de Castello, Edmund de Baconesthorp, William atte Parke and Roger de Dersyngham head the Roll as an account. Possibly a duplicate but declared unfit for production.
Warwick Castle

1.
London



British Library, London

X94/C/147 Manuscript Collections: Miscellaneous Greville family papers; Dated 17th Century. NRA Catalogue reference NRA 30228Kerr.

2.
London



The National Archives, Kew

DL10/65: Duchy of Lancaster: Royal Charters JOHN, Letters patent for the delivery of Warwick Castle to the Earl of Warwick and Thomas Basset. Can only be viewed supervised; Dated 1216 at Wilton.
3.
London


The National Archives, Kew
E40/658: Grant by Thomas de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, to Richard de Beauchamp his son and heir apparent of the Castle and Lordship of Bernardscastell in Sadbergh Wapentake; Dated London the feast of the apostles Simon and Jude 1HENIV
4.
London



The National Archives, Kew

SC11/825: Warwick lands; List of Castles and Manors of Richard, Earl of Warwick.
5.
London



The National Archives, Kew

E 101/612/64: Account book of receipts and payments for the garrison of Warwick Castle, 41 Membranes; Dated 1643-1644.

6.
Warwick



Warwickshire County Record Office


CR1886/Cupboard4/TopShelf/EMS/1: Greville of Warwick Castle estimates for repairs to the Castle; Dated 1651.

7.
Warwick
Warwickshire County Record Office
CR1886/Cupboard4/FourthShelf/BB743: Inventory of Furniture in Warwick Castle; Dated 1772
8.
Warwick



Warwickshire
 County Records Office

CR1886/Box709/11: Warwick Castle; Housekeeper’s Accounts; Dated 1912.

9.
Warwick



Warwickshire County Records Office



CR 1886: Papers pertaining to Fulke Greville; Dated 1596-1600


NRA Catalogue 21669 Warwick Castle MSS.
10.
Warwick




Warwickshire County Record Office


CR1886 BOX 789/73: Letter and accounts relating to 

Restoration of Warwick Castle; Dated 1877.
11.
Wiltshire, 

Longleat House, Wiltshire

DU/BOX11/9: Sir Robert Throckmorton assigned to Lord Robert Dudley of the Office of Constable Of Warwick Castle and Steward of Warwick; dated 1561-1562.
Future archival searches, dependent upon the subject matter, may be undertaken using local County Record Offices, in conjunction with National Archives and National libraries.  University libraries such as at the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Campus are also a valuable resource.
The simplest method is to use the online database at the National Archives as this gives information about access to other repositories and archives around the country. In order to keep the search field relevant, it is necessary to refine where possible, the criteria. By refining the search to particular areas, for example, Chancery, it is possible to focus on The Wardrobe, Royal Household, Exchequer and various commissions. The National Archives also offer helpful suggestions including advanced search facilities as well as research guides. 

The British Library is another valuable resource that has an online link to Explore Archives and Manuscripts. Accessing the British Library electronically enables the researcher to locate material including unpublished works. It is also possible to visit in person and access, for viewing, a selection of material currently unpublished. A number of manuscripts have been digitised and are available electronically. On a more local level, Churches hold Diocesan and Parish records and are a valuable resource for researching families and social mobility within defined areas.

In regard to future directions for archival research it is evident that the use of digital storage offers a solution to safeguard the archival history for the future. The British Library and The National Archives are at the forefront of digitising the past for the preservation of the future.  However, as Kaur
 comments, in this increasingly paperless world, will there be any paper trail left for the historians of the future, and how will our society be recorded in the archives? Archivists faced with the task of preserving information require the relevant software and tools to ensure guardianship of the past. Currently, the tendency is to generate duplicate copies, that is, a hard copy or original and a digital copy. As the use of digital platforms expands, the hard copy may become non-existent. An example of this is the daily newspaper, many of which are now only to be found online. How then do we safeguard the layers of data we accumulate and preserve them for future historians?

Problematically, with the exponential explosion of the Internet and the multitude of search engines and web pages, there remains a risk that data can not only be erased but also corrupted or falsified. 
The National Archives are working in collaboration with the University of Surrey and the Engineering and Physical Research Council, in a research project named ARCHANGEL, to solve some of these issues. Advances in technology mean that information is more often being migrated to, and stored in, the ‘Cloud’, which is potentially, where the future lies. However, the research to ensure adequate safeguards are in place, to not only secure end-to-end data integrity, but to keep abreast with evolving technology, is on going.
This exercise has attempted to illustrate the breadth of Archival material relating to an individual and a building. The Archives listed contain evidence of human experience in the life of The Black Prince and also capture the history and evolution of Warwick Castle. With regard to the future direction of Archival research, the exercise has discussed the relevance of the digital age, and its place in preserving history.
� Ravinder Kaur, Writing History in a Paperless World: Archives of the Future, History Workshop Journal, Volume 79, Issue 1, 1April 2015, 242-253 � HYPERLINK "https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1093/hwj/dbr003" �https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1093/hwj/dbr003� [accessed 24 January 2019]
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