



 In this legal paper, a brief analysis has been made of the English legal; system and how it is connected with the common law. Simply says, the term common law can be defined as the decisions of the judges in any previous landmark cases and the process or custom of abiding by the common law has been maintained since the era of King Henry II. In the UK, the judges have the power to interpret the law, but they have to obey one condition and that is to bind by the precedents during such interpretation. In this paper, a brief analysis has been made of common law, the definition of civil law, the contrast present between these two systems, a concise history of the common law and some illustrations of common law working in practice. 
The term common law is one of the most inevitable portions of the UK legal system. Common law can be defined as such judgments that are decided by the judges in the past event. In the UK, legal norms are written in nature and the common laws are pronounced or decided by the judges and not written anywhere. In the legal system of the UK, the role of common law is quite important (Postema, 2019). Common laws are treated sometimes as customary laws and are based on judicial decisions. The judges of the UK have played a significant role in developing the law and common law consists of various rules and doctrines developed by such judges in previous landmark cases. The basic principles of common law is depending on the wise judicial knowledge and effective research and analytical power of the judges during determining the legal principles. Common law is adjudicated by following certain steps. Firstly, the facts of a case are getting assessed and the issues are decided. After that, proper statutes are determined in the context of such case and the containing principles, analogies and statements are extracted to deal with the present case after assessing all the facts, various judicial decisions are made and historical case judgments are regarded as common law (Akbas, 2020). One of the main benefits of common law is that it helps to decide the fate of a similar nature case in the future. However, the effectiveness of common law is depending on the efficiency of such judgment and if any previously held judgment is erroneous, it may affect the fate of any future case (Bhattacharya et al., 2019). 
Civil law is a set of laws that mainly concerns the private affairs of the people and it deals with all cases except cases of criminal nature (Schäfer, and Ott, 2022). The process of civil law has been originated in mainland Europe and after getting intellectualized, this process has been originated in England in medieval times. If civil law can be differentiated from common law, the main difference is that common laws are unwritten and are decided earlier by the judges and whereas, civil laws are written in nature and are used to settle any private affair of a person. For example, laws regarding matrimonial issues and property issues are mainly civil (Mavundla, Strode, and Dlamini, 2020). Civil laws are codified and common laws are uncodified. The basic principles of civil laws had developed from Roman law and they had been enacted to secure the privacy rights of the people. However, the law of the states is different from the international law and civil laws have mainly opted for settle down the private issues of the people. Civil jurisdiction has mainly attracted the problems associated with a person and not the public at large and there are various codes and statutes present to define and apply the law for the better interest of the people's private affairs. Civil laws are consisting of different codes and general principles and are applied by maintaining a structured and systematic process. Matrimonial law and Tort law are some examples of civil law. 
If assessing the definition of both laws, the main contrast present between these two systems is that common law is uncodified and civil law is codified. Below, a brief analysis of this topic has been made. 
There are differences present between the applications of common law and civil law. While applying civil law, the main intention of the court is to decide the fate of the case by applying codified law and other legal interpretations. On the other hand, while applying the common law, the main intention of the court is to decide the fate of the case by applying the previously held judicial decisions of the judges and other precedents (Reynolds, Donegan, and Linch, 2022). Common law originated from England, whereas civil law originated from Roman law. The main essence of civil law resides in its proper codifications and core principles. The main essence of the common law resides in the judicial mind and interpretation power of the judges. In civil law, the judge has to go through all the relevant legal principles and other norms and rules written in the code and after that, he can determine the fate of a case. In common law, the judges are not assessing all the facts efficiently and their arguments are commonly based on the judgment of previous cases (Binns, 2022). In civil law, precedents are mainly used to decide administrative court matters; whereas, in common law, precedents are applied to decide the fate of the present case. Judicial precedents are one of the main sources of common law. Constitutions and statutes are the main sources of civil law. 
Hence, it can be stated that there are huge differences present between civil law and common law; yet, both of them are playing important roles in the English legal system. 
Common law originated in England. In 1066, many of the societies of the UK were governed by unwritten laws and informal assemblies were called for to settle a case. In 1154, common law has been institutionalised for the first time and that act had been done by King Henry II (Mousourakis, and Mousourakis, 2019). Common law is determined by the principle of Stare Decisis and that principle has been originated for the first time by King Henry II. According to him, if any case has certain similarities with some previously held cases, the decision held in the earlier case will be followed in the present case too. During the 15th century, the principle of equity had been established. This principle has allowed the aggrieved parties to appeal if they are not satisfied with the decisions of the court. In the 20th century, common law was used to decide the fate of the case and help the affected parties get compensation from the wrongdoer. 
There are various previously adjudicated cases present in the UK legal system and these judgments are considered landmark cases and are commonly applied in the form of common law. In this chapter, a brief analysis has been made of such legal cases. 
The first landmark case is Carlill v Carbolic Smoke Ball Company [1892] EWCA Civ 1. This case is based on the principle of a unilateral contract. According to this case, when a person has offered some price and states that if anyone could perform a specific task, he will get that price or reward, he has to pay the reward to the person after completing the task. This decision is an exception to the valid offer. Generally, no offer is made through advertisement, and without a direct and verbal acceptance, no offer can be valid legitimately. However, in the case of a unilateral contract, an acceptance of the offer can be made by performing the specific act and this landmark decision is applying as common law at present (Obu, 2021). 
The second landmark case is Donoghue v Stevenson [1932] UKHL 100. This case decision is based on the principle of negligence. According to this case, it is the fundamental duty of the company to take proper care of the customers and they must provide good and hygienic products at all costs. In this case, it has been observed that every company has a certain duty of care towards the consumers and if a company or any person has failed to meet all the foreseeable duties, and if for their fault, the customer has to bear some dispute or injury, the company has to pay compensation to the affected party (Ladkin, 2019). 
To sum up, it is to be stated that common law is one of the main parts and essence of the English legal system and common law helps to decide the fate of a case with similar judicial nature. One of the main benefits of common law is that it saves time. Unlike other laws (For example, Civil law), the judges need not interpret various cases, principles, codes and statutes and they can decide the fate of the case based on previous judgments. This paper will help the reader to know various aspects of common law. 
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