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Executive Summary 
The term "evidence-based policing" (EBP) refers to the methodology of using rigorous research methodologies and empirical evidence to inform and direct law enforcement practices. The purpose of this report is to assess how various policing models can support evidence-based policing. This report sheds light on the significance of evidence-based decision-making in law enforcement by looking at several models and their influence on police practices. Law enforcement organisations can strengthen their capacity for making informed choices, increase the efficiency with which they address crime and community issues, and foster a sense of legitimacy and trust among the people they work with by upholding the fundamental principles of evidence-based policing. The policing models offer organised ways to put evidence-based policing into practice. They place a strong emphasis on the value of information, analysis, cooperation, and evaluation in guiding choices and creating effective interventions. Moreover, adopting these models can help law enforcement organisations improve their capacity to apply research-based strategies, increase their efforts to reduce crime, and cultivate good partnerships with the communities they serve.
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[bookmark: _Toc137192831]Introduction 
The following report aims to evaluate how policing models support evidence-based policing. An approach to law enforcement known as "evidence-based policing" (EBP) uses research methodologies, data-driven practices, and empirical evidence to guide and inform decision-making (Lum et al.). Evidence-based policing is significant because it can improve law enforcement practices' transparency, efficacy, and efficiency, which in turn improves public safety outcomes and fosters community trust in the police. Moreover, the application of evidence-based policing practices is supported by policing models, which offer strategies and frameworks. These models provide systematic approaches to collaboration, evaluation, training, data gathering, analysis, and problem-solving—all crucial elements of evidence-based policing (Scott 30). 
[bookmark: _Toc137192832]Overview of Evidence-Based Policing
The term "evidence-based policing" (EBP) refers to the methodology of using rigorous research methodologies and empirical evidence to inform and direct law enforcement practices (Brown al. 44). It entails the systematic integration of scientific evaluation, analysis, and research to develop efficient crime prevention, resource allocation, and problem-solving methods for law enforcement organisations (Sherman 392). The following are the core principles of evidence-based policing:
[bookmark: _Toc137192833]Research Integration 
Findings from scientific research must be included in law enforcement procedures as part of EBP. It places a strong emphasis on using reliable and credible research to guide decision-making and build strategies and policies (Mitchell and Laura).
[bookmark: _Toc137192834]Data-Driven Decision-Making
EBP stresses valid and reliable data to discover patterns, trends, and risk factors leading to more effective and informed interventions. EBP relies on the interpretation, analysis as well as the collection of data to guide law enforcement choices (Staller and Swen 428). 

[bookmark: _Toc137192835]Outcome Evaluation
EBP places a strong emphasis on the value of assessing the outcomes and efficacy of interventions and strategies that have been put into practice (Scott 30). To determine the success of policing activities and guide future decision-making processes, it entails measuring and evaluating their effects.
[bookmark: _Toc137192836]Collaboration and Partnerships
Law enforcement organisations, community stakeholders, and academic researchers, can work together and form partnerships through EBP. It acknowledges the need of exchanging knowledge, best practices, and experience to develop strategies that are supported by data and meet community needs (Lum et al.).
[bookmark: _Toc137192837]Historical Context and Development of Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-based policing dates back to the late 20th century when practitioners and scholars first pushed for a more data-driven and scientific approach to law enforcement (Fleming and Rod 14). However, the development of problem-oriented policing and community-oriented policing, which served as the cornerstone for evidence-based practices, gave the movement momentum in the 1990s (Staller and Swen 428). Research methodology developments including the use of systematic reviews and randomised controlled trials (RCTs) have an impact on the development of EBP. The expansion of EBP was also aided by improved data accessibility, technical development, and awareness of the shortcomings of conventional policing strategies (Mitchell and Laura).
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Several essential elements of evidence-based policing direct the use of EBP principles:
Research and Analysis- In order to produce evidence-based knowledge that guides decision-making, EBP entails doing research, analysing data, and assessing published literature (Telep 243).
Problem Identification and Prioritization- EBP places a strong emphasis on the systematic prioritisation and identification of problems based on the evidence that is already available and data analysis.
Strategy Development- EBP entails creating evidence-based interventions and strategies to deal with recognised issues and produce desired results (Sherman 394).
Implementation and Evaluation- Implementing evidence-based strategies and continuously evaluating them to determine their efficacy and make required modifications are key components of EBP (Fleming and Rod 14).
Knowledge Exchange and Collaboration- The adoption of evidence-based strategies is facilitated by EBP, which encourages collaboration between community stakeholders, practitioners, and researchers to share best practices, expertise, and knowledge (Brown al. 44)

[bookmark: _Toc137192839]Evidence-Based Policing Supported by Policing Models
[bookmark: _Toc137192840]Problem-Oriented Policing (POP)
Instead of only responding to individual events, the Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) strategy focuses on finding and addressing the root causes of persistent issues. Whereas, problem analysis, specially tailored responses, and measuring effectiveness are the core principles of POP (Oswald, et al. 226).
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Problem Analysis- POP places a strong emphasis on carrying out in-depth problem analyses to comprehend the underlying factors, dynamics, and effects of particular problems. To attain a thorough understanding of the issue entails gathering information, involving pertinent stakeholders, and conducting research (Ponsaers 486). 
Especially Tailored Responses- POP favours creating specialised solutions that specifically address the challenges found. Instead of using generic approaches, this entails creating interventions and strategies depending on the unique traits and requirements of each situation (Oswald, et al. 226).
Measuring Effectiveness- Evaluation of the efficacy of adopted solutions is significant to POP. It promotes the use of outcome metrics to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions, giving information on what works and what doesn't, and assisting in the use of data-driven reasoning in decision-making (Sergi).
[bookmark: _Toc137192841]Alignment of POP with Evidence-Based Policing
The POP model closely aligns with the EBP's (evidence-based policing) guiding principles. POP's strategy integrates parts of data-driven decision-making and empirical research by focusing on problem analysis and efficacy measurement (Cordner and Elizabeth 160). The following examples demonstrate how POP and EBP are in alignment:
Evidence-Based Solutions: POP promotes the development of solutions that are specifically based on the traits of problems that have been discovered. This adheres to the EBP principle of leveraging research and evaluation evidence to build interventions with a track record of success (Hinkle et al.).
Data-Driven Problem Analysis: POP places a strong emphasis on gathering and analysing data to better understand the dynamics and causes of problems. The EBP philosophy of using trustworthy and valid data to guide decision-making is in line with this (Weisburd et al. 166).
[bookmark: _Toc137192842]Case Studies and Examples of POP's Effectiveness in Promoting Evidence-Based Practises
Hot Spot Policing- POP has proven successful in combating hot spots, which are areas where crime is concentrated. Law enforcement agencies have conducted targeted interventions, such as enhanced patrols and environmental improvements, as a result of data analysis and identification of specific regions with high crime rates. This has led to a considerable drop in crime (Hinkle et al.).
Problem-Oriented Domestic Violence Units- Domestic violence problem-solving units that concentrate on resolving the root causes of domestic violence have been established by some police agencies. These units have shown decreased recidivism rates and increased victim safety by working with local organisations and applying evidence-based interventions (Cordner and Elizabeth 160). 
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[bookmark: _Toc137192843]Community-Oriented Policing (COP)
COP is a police ideology that emphasises partnership and collaboration between law enforcement organisations and the communities they serve (Schnebly 250). However, community partnerships, problem solving, and organisational transformation are the core principles of this policing model. 
[bookmark: _Toc137192844]Integration of COP with Evidence-Based Policing
COP and EBP integration can be shown in the following ways:
Data-Informed Strategies- COP encourages law enforcement organisations to gather and examine information on community concerns and problems. COP strategies are better informed and efficient at addressing community needs because they use local data and evidence-based research (Ungar and Enrique 10).
Partnerships and Collaboration- COP emphasises collaboration with organisations, community members, and other stakeholders. This collaboration promotes the exchange of knowledge, research findings, and best practises, thereby incorporating evidence-based approaches into policing operations (Maqsood et al. 39).
Problem-Solving Approach- COP focuses on addressing and identifying the core causes of community problems. This correlates with EBP principles by emphasising the use of research, assessment, and evidence to develop and implement successful interventions (Gill et al. 428).
[bookmark: _Toc137192845]Case Studies of Successful COP Implementation in Promoting Evidence-Based Policing
Glasgow Violence Reduction Unit (VRU)- To combat violent crime, the Glasgow VRU in Scotland used a COP method. The VRU used evidence-based initiatives in collaboration with local communities, organisations, and researchers, resulting in a significant decrease in homicides and violence serve (Schnebly 251).
Skid Row Foot Patrols- Foot patrols were deployed in Los Angeles' Skid Row neighbourhood, which has a high concentration of criminality and homelessness. Officers interacted with members of the community, connected them to social services, and used data to pinpoint problem areas. This data-driven, community-oriented strategy resulted in better safety and access to resources for the homeless population (Ungar and Enrique 10).
[bookmark: _Toc137192846]Intelligence-Led Policing (ILP)
ILP is a policing approach that emphasizes the systematic use of data analysis and intelligence to direct law enforcement efforts. Intelligence-led decision-making, data analysis and research, and collaboration and partnership are all the core principles of the intelligence-led policing model (Bichler and Larry 54).
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[bookmark: _Toc137192847]Relationship between ILP and Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-based policing (EBP) and ILP share common principles and are closely related. ILP integrates evidence-based techniques into decision-making by analysing data and information (Burcher and Chad 156). Moreover, it emphasises the need of developing effective plans using valid and reliable information. ILP is also consistent with the EBP approach of assessing the effectiveness of adopted methods (Lum et al.).
[bookmark: _Toc137192848]Examples of Using ILP to Support Evidence-Based Decision-Making
Predictive Policing- Predictive analytics and algorithms are used by ILP to estimate future crime hotspots and distribute resources accordingly. Law enforcement authorities can strategically deploy personnel and preventive measures to regions with increased risk of crime by analysing demographic information, past crime data, and other pertinent characteristics (Carter and Jeremy 311).
Targeted Investigations- By analysing intelligence and data relating to certain individuals or criminal activity, ILP assists in prioritising and focusing investigation efforts. This focused approach enables law enforcement authorities to better manage resources, increasing the possibility of successful investigations and prosecutions (Burcher and Chad 156).
[bookmark: _Toc137192849]Problem-Solving Policing (PSP)
PSP is a proactive strategy for law enforcement that emphasises identifying and addressing the core causes of recurring community problems. Its core principles include problem identification, response development, analysis and assessment, and evaluation and implementation (Yu et al.) 
[bookmark: _Toc137192850]The connection between PSP and Evidence-Based Policing
SP incorporates evidence-based practices by:
Evidence-Informed Responses- PSP encourages the use of research and assessment evidence to generate effective initiatives for community challenges. PSP plans are more likely to succeed if they incorporate evidence-based practices (Black and Camilla 221).
Utilising Data- SP uses data to discover and analyse community issues, evaluate their effects, and generate focused responses. This is in line with the EBP philosophy of using accurate and reliable data to guide decision-making (Yu et al.).
[bookmark: _Toc137192851]Case Studies Highlighting PSP's Success in Supporting Evidence-Based Practises
Ceasefire- A PSP initiative called Ceasefire seeks to reduce gang-related violence. Ceasefire has demonstrated potential results in reducing gang violence and enhancing community trust by utilising a problem-solving strategy that incorporates targeted deterrence, support service, and community mobilization (Rojek 18). 
The Drug Market Intervention (DMI) - DMI is a PSP strategy that concentrates on tackling the drug market and associated crimes. DMI has been successful in dismantling drug markets, lowering drug-related crimes, and enhancing community safety through fusing community participation, social services, and law enforcement (Black and Camilla 221).

[bookmark: _Toc137192852]Recommendations
· Evidence-based practices should be valued in the culture of law enforcement organisations. This can be done by encouraging decision-makers to use evaluation, data, and research, as well as by praising and rewarding officers who adopt evidence-based practices.
· Promoting evidence-based policing depends on researchers and law enforcement agencies working together. Partnerships with research organisations, think tanks, and academic institutions can promote the sharing of knowledge, skills, and best practices.  Collaboration and regular communication can improve the relevance and quality of law enforcement research.
· Law enforcement agencies should invest in research capacity development through training personnel in research methodology, evidence-based approaches, and data analysis. This can help them to collect and analyse data more effectively, use research findings to inform decision-making and evaluate interventions.
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In conclusion, the importance of Evidence-based policing lies in its ability to improve law enforcement practices' transparency, efficacy, and efficiency, which in turn improves public safety outcomes and fosters community trust in the police. While research integration, data-driven decision-making, outcome evaluation, and collaboration and partnership are the core principles of evidence-based policing. Furthermore, Policing models offer strategies and frameworks for implementing evidence-based policing practices. They contribute to the translation of EBP ideas and concepts into practical applications that law enforcement agencies can incorporate and use in their operations. On the other hand, policing models are critical in building organisational structures, cultural norms, and procedures that support evidence-based decision-making, information exchange, and continual improvement within law enforcement organisations. By applying the recommendations provided, law enforcement organisations can foster a climate conducive to evidence-based policing, improve engagement with researchers, and use training programs, technology, and continuing evaluation to increase the adoption of evidence-based practices.
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