What is this symbol?





This was the original meaning. Another way it has been interpreted is to view it in Latin. This form would be used as an anagram to mean ‘Jesus savior of mankind’ (Ι – Ιesus Η – Hominem Σ – Salvator) (United Methodist Communications, 2023).


This version was used by a Catholic sector called the Jesuits (Wilson, 2022), when St. Ignatius Loyola repurposed the iconography with the new meaning, that is used on Jesuit graves (Kosloski, 2017).






IHS, or        h
This symbol has two different meanings, used in two different sectors of Catholicism:
The first appearance was in the early 15th century (The Episcopal Church, 2021), when Bernadine of Sienna (Kosloski, 2017) used it as a symbol of peace (Wilson, 2022), for the sector of Catholicism called The Franciscan Order (The Episcopal Church, 2021). The meaning of the symbol for the Franciscans is peace, using Jesus’ name to signify that. ‘IHS’ is the first three letters of “Jesus” using the Greek spelling of his name: ΙΗΣΟΥΣ – represented in the most similar Latin alphabetical symbols (Kosloski, 2017).
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