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[bookmark: _Int_AIuW2Oqf]Inadequate forestry laws in the U.K. have become the catalyst for the needless destruction of trees (through tree felling) which are already facing a multitude of threats such as climate change, pollution, and deadly diseases/pests. The current woodland laws require a felling license for “most” trees (keyword most, not all) and an individual must state the purpose for felling the tree, and whether they are in an area protected by the Tree Preservation Order (TPO). A TPO is issued by a local planning authority to protect certain trees from deliberate destruction. The only problem is that they can often be nullified. For example, if an area is set for development this can override the TPO even if the development harms the environment. This is information taken from the official U.K. government site. Only 13% of the land area in the U.K. is forested, with only 2.5% of that being ancient woodland. A good 53% of woodland species are in decline. This data and all other data regarding trees are according to the Woodland Trust. Trees, especially ancient woods and trees are valuable assets because they sequester carbon from the atmosphere. Apart from keeping the atmosphere rich in oxygen, trees provide other benefits: they can be used for farming or agriculture; improve the immune systems of living organisms around it; shelter organisms from extreme weather; prevent erosion; and serve as a biodiverse habitat for different species. If we want to reach our carbon neutral target by 2050, we will need an increase in woodland cover from 13% to 19%. This would require the U.K. to plant 1.5 million hectares of trees or woodland by 2050. 
Fortunately, there are some organizations that are on the frontlines of tree preservation such as The Woodland Trust Organization. They help protect and preserve all native woodland throughout the U.K. by fully mapping all ancient woodlands in the country. In addition, they are scaling up the supply chain and demand for seed and trees sourced and grown in the U.K. to reduce the risk of tree pests and diseases. You too can become a part of the solution by joining this organization in its fight to preserve and protect trees. More details at: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/

The destruction of woodland habitats has resulted in the borderline extinction of the many species that reside in them. These include the red squirrel, a native species in the UK, and the pine marten. The red squirrel is known for its orange-like fur but can also range in color from vivid ginger to dark brown. They have a large bushy tail that is almost as big as their body and large fur tufts around their ears. Their diet consists of nuts, seeds, tree flowers, buds, shoots, bark, and lichen (small fungi that grows on the moist areas of bark). Red squirrels typically weigh around 250g, which is much smaller than a gray squirrel, weighing 600g. When the gray squirrel was introduced from North America in the early 20th century this led to the red squirrel being outcompeted for survival. Another threat facing the red squirrel is the fatal squirrel pox virus which was transferred from the gray squirrel. Even though the virus does not affect gray squirrels it proves to be deadly when present in the red species. The current U.K. population of the latter species is 140,000 to 7 million gray squirrels. 
Next is the pine marten which has a lithe, long chestnut-brown body, bushy tail, round ears, and a creamy white patch on their throat. They weigh around 1-2 kg and are 60-70cm long, making them similar in size to a cat. Their diet is made up of carrion, birds, eggs, insects, fruit, and small mammals (voles, mice, and gray squirrels). Pine martens are very shy, nocturnal, and solitary creatures making them very difficult to spot. They do not hibernate during the winter but do venture out less. Pine martens produce litter once per year with the kits (word for baby pine marten) being born in the spring, so they have the best chance for survival. After six weeks they will venture out of their dens and are fully grown at six months old. Pine martens used to be the second most common carnivore in the U.K. but due to loss of habitat, and overhunting they almost went extinct during the 20th century. Pine martens are now protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 but are still endangered and can use your help to bring them out of danger. More details and joining information at https://www.vwt.org.uk/species/pine-marten. All data/information on both the red squirrel and pine marten are sourced from the Woodland Trust and Vwt.org. 
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Evaluation of marketing theory that underpins your blog: e.g., how your blog helps to market your charity, the target audience, the objective of each blog, how you engage the target audience, the marketing metrics to evaluate each blog.

[bookmark: _Int_rOpeeag6]	The first blog titled, “Ancient Woodlands Under Siege” helps to market the chosen charity because it provides a call to action by reporting the inadequate forest laws in the U.K. The blog describes how trees have come under threat from human attacks (illegal tree felling), climate change, pollution, and pest diseases. Since the current tree laws are not making a big difference, it has fallen upon ordinary people like you and I to act to save the woodlands of the U.K. The charity I have highlighted works to facilitate changes in the law. The purpose of the call to action, therefore, is to get the audience to take a more active role in supporting the charity, and thereby effect changes in laws to help preserve the woodlands. This is first done by spreading awareness of the dangers plaguing the already small woodland areas, and then using persuasion to make the target audience act. The target audience for this blog are nature-lovers, environmentalists, and outdoorsmen. These groups are chosen because they are most likely to act after reading this blog since they already have an established connection with nature. They are likely to be engaged by being informed of the ongoing dangers that face the environment in which they spend most of their time in. This blog uses pathos to appeal to the reader's emotion by talking about the injustices that trees face. It goes into further detail on the many benefits these trees provide such as improving soil health, preventing erosion, and keeping the atmosphere rich in oxygen, which is logos. This is to further bolster the importance of trees and give the audience more insight into how valuable they really are. The use of logos comes into sharper focus when discussing the statistics of how low forested the U.K. is. The numbers being 13% for the forested areas in the U.K. and 2.5% of that being ancient woodlands. These statistics help to market the charity by giving the audience a good idea of just how small the forest regions already are, further cementing that these regions need immediate assistance. The blog establishes ethos (credibility) by using data from a credible source and charity, which is the Woodland Trust. This is a well-established charity in the U.K. that many people will feel comfortable supporting. This credibility will establish the trust needed for the audience to build an ongoing relationship with the charity.

     	The second blog, “Immediate Action Needed to Save Woodland Creatures” is focused on two endangered animals, the red squirrel and pine marten. The target audience for this blog is animal lovers, people who have pets, or advocates for animal rights. This specific audience is chosen because they are likely to be passionate about animal safety and more inclined to respond to the call for help. They may not be outdoorsmen, yet care for animals. The target audience is engaged through a detailed description of both animals, which gets them familiar enough to understand what these animals need and why they need help. Clear details catch the audience’s attention by informing them of the many threats these species face, such as deadly viruses, loss of habitat, and overhunting. The Woodland Trust is featured as an organization that is going to help combat the loss of habitat. This will then lead to the repopulation of red squirrels and pine martens. This blog, therefore, helps to market the charity by informing people of the current animals that are in danger, and how The Woodland Trust is working on restoring habitats and other measures to help with the preservation of red squirrels and pine martens. In the call to action, the blog provides a link to the charity where the reader can learn more and show support by donating time or resources. The objective of this blog is to encourage the reader to act so the charity can receive as much support as possible to prevent the extinction of both species.
 The marketing metrics that would be used to evaluate both blogs are the number of new subscribers who sign up for the blog from these articles, the number of likes for each blog article, and the number of click-throughs from the article to the charity. The number of subscribers a blog has helps to know how popular it is and can be used to measure its success in reaching an audience. This also validates the theme of the blog and its connection to the target audience. The number of likes each blog article receives is important because it reveals the audience's attitude towards the subject matter and their disposition towards it. Since it is very likely that not everyone who likes the article will necessarily post a “like” reaction, this number could indicate a larger positive reaction. The number of likes is a great tool for measuring the audience's opinion on a certain article. The number of click-throughs to the charity tells how many people are interested in the charity and reveals if the blog did an adequate job of persuading the audience to take action.
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