This chapter focuses on objective three which is to "evaluate the impact that convicting police officers has on public confidence in the police". However, the questions that will be used in the questionnaire will be used to answer all three objectives. 
 
As previously stated in the literature review, Kersley et al. (2023) reported that one in 100 police officers across England and Wales were criminally charged in the year 2022, the offences include sending grossly offensive messages, misconduct in public, and more indictable offences such as assault, sexual offences and murder. Moreover, the relationship between the public and the police and the public's confidence in the police is essential because if neither are present, this could mean that the public may not abide the police and law, may not report or cooperate with the police (Sindall et al., 2012).
 
According to Patel et al. (2019, research methodology is the analysis of methods used in research and often uses quantitative or qualitative techniques. Furthermore, methodology is used to analyse and describes methods in research and show their limitations (Patel et al., 2019).
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According to Alamgeer (2019) the Research Onion which was created by Saunders et al. (2007), is a framework for a variety of research methodology and includes multiple layers which represent that of an onion. The layers of the onion represent each stage that must be completed in order from the outer layer to the inner layer to ensure that the methodology is effective (Melnikovas, 2018). The layers include Research Philosophy, Research Approach, Research Strategy, Choices, Time Horizon, and Techniques and Procedures.
 
The Research Philosophy refers to what is believed to be reality and truth and determines the collected data within research (Ryan, 2018). According to Ryan (2018), Interpretivism is knowledge which is gained by retrieving facts and data. Interpretivism is based on an individual's experience, values and beliefs therefore, an interpretivist approach will be used for the research philosophy which will enable a variety of perspectives and answers as it will be based on an individual' experience or beliefs. 
 
Melnikovas (2018) stated that the Research Approach refers to Deduction and Inductive. In this case, the research approach is inductive which initially contains observation and the collection of data which later uses analysis to create a theory and, in this case, this will be via the use of a questionnaire. The inductive approach uses three stages: observation, observe a pattern, and develop a theory or general conclusion (Streefkerk, 2022). According to the University of Warwick (2016), a conclusion is drawn from an individual's observation and opinions. The benefit of using an inductive approach is that it has flexibility (the University of Warwick, 2016), it provides knowledge through observation. An inductive approach ensures that all aspects of the collected data are seen. Furthermore, Azungah (2018) stated that the analysis is of data which is based entirely on the participant's own experiences and combines both analysis and literature which is precisely how this research is being conducted, hence why an inductive approach has been used.  
 
 Research Strategy refers to how the data is collected and in this case, the strategy used will be a questionnaire. According to Jones et al. (2013), using questionnaires are very useful in terms of surveys as it allows many individuals to take part with ease and is not overly complicated for individuals. Furthermore, Clint (2020b) reported that the advantages of using questionnaires is that the researcher can target specific audiences and retrieve a large number of data in little time and most importantly, participants will be anonymous when they take part in the questionnaire which will encourage them to be more honest in their response increasing the reliability and validity of the data that is collected (Clint, 2020b). 
 
Methodological Choice refers to qualitative and quantitative methods or a mixture of both. According to Bhandari (2022) Quantitative research is the collection of numerical data and is used to find patters, find causal relationships and to make predictions and Quantitative research involves the collection of non- numerical data. A mixed method approach will be used. According to Cint (2022), by using both a quantitative and qualitative approach this allows the research to be more "holistic and quantifiable" as both complement each other and work significantly well together as they provide further insight. On the contrary, a mixed methods approach can be more complex and may need an individual with more expertise to collect the data and analyse or interpret the results which have been collected compared to if just one method was used. Moreover, combining the two may require more resources and time (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020). However, in agreement with Cint (2020a), the Home Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2020) stated that individually, quantitative and qualitative data collection can answer different types of questions and when combining the two it can provide an individual with deeper findings and can provide more evidence which is stronger for an individual's research.

Time Horizon refers to the timeframe or length of time dedicated to the research and the timeframe is dependent on the research objectives and the type of research which is conducted. Furthermore, there are two types of research: Longitudinal and Cross- Sectional (Alamgeer, 2023). According to Connelly (2016: p. 369), Cross- sectional studies take place at a single point in time and over a specific timeframe. A cross- sectional study will be used for this research as they are relatively quick to create and are inexpensive, furthermore, a cross-sectional study will also be used as this allows individuals to easily access the questionnaire (Wang et al., 2020). 
 
Techniques refers to data collection, sampling, and the type of data analysis. The data collection is the questionnaire that will be used. Moreover, the sampling of participants refers to the type of individuals who take part. According to Barratt et al. (2009), It is vital to have participants who are representative of the general population to gain a variety of authentic answers and opinions, therefore, a general population sampling will be used. Furthermore, according to Oregon State University (2024) snowball sampling is where the questionnaire will be passed onto other participants to retrieve data from more participants and so on. This will be an efficient and effective way for more participants to take part in the research and to retrieve the target number of 150- 200 participants, therefore, snowball sampling will also be used. Kayam et al. (2012) reported that there are many advantages to sharing a questionnaire or survey via social media. For example, time and number of participants is a significant benefit as many participants will be able to access the questionnaire in a relatively short amount of time. Moreover, participants who take part in online studies can directly choose if they want to participate or not in the studies which ensures there is consent on their part (Kayam et al., 2012), therefore, the questionnaire will be posted on Facebook. 
Throughout this research, both primary and secondary data will be used. For objectives one and two, secondary data will be used, and for objective three, primary data will be used. Primary data has been used as it is specific to the research and is reliable as it is data that collected is data collected from a questionnaire to this specific research. Moreover, the data is accurate and up to date. Secondary data has also been used as it is relatively easy to find (Indeed, 2022). Furthermore, by using Secondary data it improves the efficiency of the research as the secondary data which have been used are credible sources which also makes the research reliable (The Open University, 2019). 
Furthermore, for this research, thematic analysis will be used. According to Braun et al. (2014), thematic analysis is used as a framework for qualitative data which coincides with an inductive and interpretivist approach which has also been used in this research as previously stated. Furthermore, thematic analysis will also be used as it can identify patterns throughout the research and can also provide an analysis which is sophisticated for qualitative data.
 
However, many limitations can take place during online studies. A limitation that can occur is ethical considerations, specifically consent. According to Roberts et al. (2016), it is vital for participants to provide evidence of consent when taking part in research, therefore, participants will be informed that they do not need to take part if they do not wish to and that  have the choice to stop taking part whenever they wish.
However, Clint (2020b) also stated that the disadvantage of questionnaires is that some participants may not be completely honest with their answers and that they may only answer how they think society, or the researcher would want them to answer. To prevent this and to ensure the data collected is accurate and sound, participants be made aware that they will be completely anonymous and that no private or identifying information will be necessary. Coffelt (2017) stated that both anonymity and confidentiality are vital in research as they protect the privacy of the participants and ensures that participants and comfortable to take part, furthermore, this also ensures that participants and comfortable and confident to answer truthfully and share their opinions and experiences in the questionnaire. Therefore, no private information will be taken from the participants and their confidentiality and anonymity will be ensured which increases the reliability and validity of the data. Moreover, there is also a risk of unconscientious responses; if the participants do not read the questions properly, they may give inaccurate or false answers which will significantly impact the validity of the collected data. In order to reduce the risk of this, it is vital to make the questions short and simple (Cint, 2020b).
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