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	Title of Dissertation:
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Living in Messy Days – When the Teaching of the Catholic Church and developments in the wider postmodern context meet what outcomes can and should we expect?


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To compare and contrast Lonergan’s Theological Anthroplogy with James Smith’s “Church and Postmodern Culture’s” understanding of how theology and the wider social context interact and to what extent Church teaching can be informed by the wider context.
· To identify as a casestudy the Catholic Church’s official teaching regarding LGBTQI+ members of the Church and the blessing of same sex unions, including recent documents from the Flemish Bishops, the Catholic Bishops Conference of New Zealand and the German Synodal Way.
· To examine, in light of the previous objectives, insights that may provide ways forward in which the Catholic Church can remain true to its tradition as well as meeting the needs of contemporary society.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

The methodology that will underpin this dissertation will focus upon Bernard Lonergan’s Theological Anthropology in relation to the development of theology and praxis as it responds to ever changing social contexts. “The Church and Postmodern Culture” movement  will also help in addressing the question of the development of teaching and practice within the Church in its contemporary context. This dissertation will consist of three chapters, the first will exlpore the encounter between the Church, its teaching authority and contemporary attitudinal  developments in society, espcially in light of the methodological underpinning of Lonergan’s thought as well as the ideas that have emanated from “The Church and Postmodern Culture” think tank. The second chapter will examine the Church’s current teaching and praxis in realtion to LGBTQI+ members of the church and particaulrly the question of blessing same-sex couples as a case study. The third chapter will look to the future and explore whether the Church can remain true to its tradition as well as respond to the needs of wider society and the developments that are occuring there in light of the methodological underpinning of this dissertation.

The Catholic Church, despite indications that Pope Francis is supportive of her members who identify as LGBTQI+ falls short in providing specific teaching relating to the care and recognition of the LGBTQI+ community. Pope Francis has both attacked the teaching of “Gender Ideology” in schools, and welcomed and affirmed LGBTQI+ groups in the Vatican, he has spoken in support of civil unions for same sex couples, and yet the Vatican, during his Pontificate, has decreed that the Church cannot recongise such unions, let alone bless them. What can be made of such a state of affairs?

While the Vatican and some Bishops’ Conferences have made it clear that there can be no change in terms of Church teaching, the Flemish Bishops of Belgium have created a text for the blessing of same-sex couples, the German Synodal Way has argued for the provision of blessing couples in same-sex realtionships, and  the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference has published a on gender policy for schools. Some Catholic academics have become allies such as Fr James Martin, SJ and Fr Bryan Massingale, other parts of the Church offer nodding approval to the minimal standards of loving the sinner but hating the sin.

There have been signficant developments in Queer Theology in recent years, what was once peripheral has become a central discussion point in the churches of the West. Reference will be made to some working in this field such as Sarah Coakly and how they have been able to reach new understandings within their own Christian traditions. The challenge from a Catholic perspective is that any perceived innovation has to be universally applicable and while it may represent a development, there must be a consistency with Catholic moral and social teaching. Can the Catholic Church live with cohabitation of different visions and approaches to the case at hand, and the deeper question of the encounter bewteen faith and the wider social context?



	Short Introductory Bibliography:
Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr

Beattie, T. Theology after Postmodernity, (Oxford University press, Oxford, 2013).
Bernardin, J. Consistent Ethic of Life, (Loyola University: Chicago, 1988).
Caputo, J.D. What Would Jesus Deconstruct?, (Baker Academic: Grand Rapids, 2007).
Coakley, S. God, Sexuality and the Self, (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 2013).
Coakley, S. The New Asceticism Sexuality, Gender and the Quest for God, (Bloomsbury Continuum: London, 2015).
Dunne, T. Lonergan and Spirituality, (Loyola University: Chicago, 1985).
Flannery, A. (ed.), Vatican I Vol. 1 Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents, (Dominican Publications: Dublin, 1982).
Flannery, A. (ed.), Vatican II Vol. 2 More Post Conciliar Documents, (Dominican Publications: Dublin, 1982).
Flemish Bishops, Homoseksuele personen pastoraal nabij zijn, (2022) https://www.kerknet.be/sites/default/files/20220920%20PB%20Aanspreekpunt%20-%20Bijlage%201.pdf (accessed 06/10/2022)
Hoose, B., Clague, J. & Mannion G. (eds.), Moral Theology for the Twenty-First Century (T&T Clark: London, 2008).
Kasper, W. Pope Francis' Revolution of Tenderness and Love, (Paulist Press: New York, 2015).
Keenan, J. Catholic Theological Ethics, Past, Present and Future, (Orbis Books: Maryknoll, New York, 2011).
Küng, H. The Church, (Burns & Oates: London, 1968).
Lonergan, B. Method in Theology, (Univeristy of Toronto Press: Toronto, 2017).
Luciani, R. Pope Francis and the Theology of the People, (Orbis Books: Maryknoll, New York, 2017).
Lysaught M.T. & Mccarthy, M. (eds.) Catholic Bioethics and Social Justice, (Liturgical Press: Collegeville, 2018).
Mannion, G. Ecclesiology and Postmodernity Questions for the Church in our Time, (Liturgical Press: Collegeville, 2007)
Martin, J. Building a Bridge, (Harper Collins: London, 2018).
Moore, G. The Body in Context, (Continuum: London, 2001).
Nairn, T. A. The Consistent Ethic of Life: Assessing its Rercepetion and Relevance, (Orbis Books: Maryknoll, New York, 2008).
Nairn, T. A. (ed.), The Seamless Garment: Writings on the Consistent Ethic of Life, (Orbis Books: Maryknoll, New York, 2008).
O'Collins, G. Rethinking Fundamental Theology, (Oxford University Press: Oxford, 2011).
Overberg, K. R. Ethics and AIDS, (Sheed & Ward: Oxford, 2006).
Phillips, E. Political Theology, (T&T. Clark: London, 2012).
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of The Church, (Bloomsbury Publishing: London, 2005).
Pope Franics, Fratelli Tutti, (Catholic Truth Society: London: 2020)
Rogers, E.F. Theology and Sexuality (Blacwell Publishers: London, 2002).
Salzman, T. & Lawler M.G. The Sexual Person Towards a New Catholic Anthropology, (Georgetown University Press: Washington D.C. 2008).
Scharen, C. Fieldwork in Theology, ( Baker Academic: Grand Rapids, 2015).
Shepherd, C.A. Blood on its Hands, (Amazon: Great Britain, 2020). 
Smith, J.A. Who’s Afraid of Relativism, (Baker Academic: Grand Rapids, 2014). 
Synodale Weg, „Leben in gelingenden Beziehungen - Liebe leben in Sexualität und Partnerschaft“ (2022), https://www.synodalerweg.de/fileadmin/Synodalerweg/Dokumente_Reden_Beitraege/SV-IV/SV-IV_Synodalforum-IV-Grundtext-Lesung2.pdf (accessed 06/10/2022).
Tanner, K. The Politics of God, (Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 1992). 
Ward, G. The Politics of Discipleship, (Baker Academic: Grand Rapids, 200(0.
Westphal, M. Whose Community? Which Interpretation? (Baker Academic: Grand Rapids: 2009).




	Proposed Supervisor:
Goruchwyliwr awgrymedig










Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – NO
Nodwch a oes angen cymeradwyaeth foesegol ar gyfer y prosiect - NAC OES

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES
Nodwch a oes digon o adnoddau ar gael ar gyfer y prosiect - OES


The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  
Cytunwyd ar y pwnc, y cynnig a'r goruchwyliwr uchod:



Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Director/ 
Llofnod 							  Cyfarwyddwr y rhaglen


Date:……………………………………………………
Dyddiad



Please return this form to your Programme Director.
Dychwelwch y ffurflen hon at eich Cyfarwyddwr Rhaglen.

image1.jpg
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ———
S Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





