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Evaluate one approach which supports the development of one strand of the LNF in FP or KS2.
Within this paper there will be reference to Literacy, its importance within the curriculum and the way it is practiced. The age group which will be considered is children within key stage 2. There will be research regarding methodology and reference to relevant theory. There will be necessary links made between literacy in education and the curriculum, also how relevant changes may be necessary when considering evaluation of the new curriculum and the effects upon literacy it may have. Finally, a conclusion will consist of the impact which literacy has upon children's development within key stage 2, challenges which may be faced and areas which could have possible areas of development. Furthermore, the impact of literacy will be concluded as to its effects within education overall.
Literacy and Numeracy are significant within the curriculum as they help a child develop life sustainable skills which will be useful in all aspects of life including employability, academic progression and social and communication skills. Numeracy is broken down into four strands which are number, measuring and data skills. As well as the last strand which is developing numerical reasoning. Numeracy involves everyday mathematics such as addition and subtraction. However, both components of Literacy and Numeracy have a job of fulfilment by aiding children the fundamental skills for future and everyday life. Literacy is broken down into three strands which consist of reading, writing and oracy. Literacy consists of using the above skills in a cross curricular approach, by being introduced across the whole of the curriculum. By developing these skills through appropriate practice and encouragement from teachers and parents, the support will aid children with the confidence to then apply these skills to everyday life contexts. 
Each three components under Literacy are then broken down into elements and aspects. It may be assumed that grammar and punctuation will be under the title of literacy, however these components come under the title of English. Ingrid (2013) describes English as a language, and how children relate to storytelling, rhymes and the knowledge of culture behind the English language. However, it is important to consider that not all learners will be fluent English speakers. For learners who speak English as an additional language the LNF (2013) understand the importance of supporting these students whilst developing a new language. The LNF (2013) understands the importance of a teacher and parent relationship in order to fully support the child and to ensure that everybody feels involved with their child’s learning. As will be explained further on, requirement stages are within the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (2013) ad these stages will be designed around the child and only be implemented or developed when necessary. All levels, assessments and stages of the framework will be suited individually to each child within a classroom. This is to ensure inclusive practice and to fulfil full student support.
Cambridge Assessment (2013) describes how literacy is defined differently by educators, the education board and the community. The National Literacy Trust (2017) regards literacy as the ability to read, write and speak as well as being able to communicate effectively, whilst being able to understand the world. However, Ingrid (2013) notes how the definition of literacy has evolved throughout the years as it once simply meant being familiar with literature or well educated. Cambridge Assessment (2013) continues to state how nowadays the definition of literacy is far more complex as being literate acquires somebody to be knowledgeable within a specific area of literature. This length of knowledge is categorized into specific areas such as reading writing and being able to give a broader meaning to literature. The range of multi-definitions may be due to the progression of literacy over time within education since the 2008 Skills Framework, and the NF being statutory within education. The Skills Framework 2008 was a non-statutory introduction of school subject development. The framework promoted emphasis upon knowledge rather than skills, it covered a lot of content within education however due to it being non-statutory it may not have always been implemented within schools. This could be down to lack of planning or no support for teachers when planning lessons. The LNF fully supports teachers and their planning as it offers them a guide of which to follow according to the curriculum.
The Literacy and Numeracy Framework was implemented in 2013. The framework (2013) was implemented in the hope to aid education settings within Wales with the development of literacy and numeracy skills. The framework is designed as a planning document for teachers, enabling them to make the necessary educational practice steps from nursery through to key stage 3 in order to develop these skills within children. Within the LNF (2013) there are three key aims which apply to both literacy and numeracy to help learners develop the necessary skills. These key aims are;
· To aid teachers within all subjects to enable learning opportunities of literacy and numeracy across the curriculum, which are then broken down into year groups.
· To state the literacy and numeracy expectations for individuals aged 5-14, making sure additional procedures are in place for children with additional learning needs.
· Help determine assessments and annual reports of learner's progress within literacy and numeracy, so that all those regarding the child including parents, carers and teachers are aware of the upcoming progression plans.   
The above information suggests that the LNF strongly supports implementation of making necessary systems to support literacy and numeracy skills within schools. However, there is no demonstration as to how these skills are to be taught and developed which suggests that teachers are free to make their own activities and strategies to support children with these developments. 
According to PISA scores from 2009 in Wales results were poor compared to previous years of testing. At this time the Minister of Education and skills called plan of action to improve the performance of all learners in Wales. Due to the fear of children in Wales falling behind in their education the LNF was introduced. However according to Jones (2015) despite the LNF being introduced to education settings, two years later the education system was still failing. Jones (2015) continues to state that the LNF includes annual testing to record educational progression, however a report by Estyn (2014) concluded that results were not being produced. The LNF seemed to be the answer for schools in Wales regarding PISA scores, as the hope remained that this system would overall improve performance.  However, research gathered by Estyn (2014) states that over the past decade the PISA scores within Wales have always been average. PISA scores in Wales 2006 was 481, within 2012 it was 480 and the score in 2015 being 477. There could be many reasons as to why these scores are not rising within Wales, some accountable reasons could be as to whether teachers fully understand what is expected of them when considering methodology for teaching children oracy skills, or perhaps the definition between English and Literacy is still unclear. With implementation of the new curriculum it will be interesting to record in the following PISA scores, as to whether performance in Wales will have improved. With the curriculum offering more freedom for teachers and the way they practice, there may be an increase of skill assessment across the curriculum. 
The LNF (2013) was designed in partnership with The Association of Directors of Education in Wales advisory panel which consisted of local authority literacy and numeracy advisors. The LNF (2013) states how the system was developed through research conducting effective teaching methods, assessment, reporting and recording practice and the success of similar national systems. These observational methodologies could have been in order to fully note where practice could be improved and based upon what strategies were being used in higher scoring PISA result countries. However, a report from Estyn (2014) states that since the PISA scores recorded in 2008 literacy attainment expectations within key stage 2 have rapidly increased. Although this piece of research does not state overall PISA scores in the UK to be increasing, it demonstrates that literacy skills in Wales are increasing progressively which demonstrates good teacher practice, useful assessment criteria and successful curriculum support.
The Programme of Study for English is situated within the key stage 2 curriculum. The programme (2015) applies to all children aged seven to sixteen, covering stages 2 to 4. The programme of study was implemented as a statutory system by the Welsh Government in 2015 and offers a structured guide as to how teachers should implement practice. The Programme for Study for English (2015) has specific requirements which were set by the Welsh Government for literacy expectations within education. The programme, like other programmes within the curriculum has specific stages as to what a leaner should be taught. At the end of each specific stage learners are then assessed and graded upon their progression. This type of assessment enables teacher to record and manage their pupils learning development and decide if any academic solutions should need to be put in place. 
The LNF framework works closely alongside the curriculum in promoting these literacy skills and supporting children in developing them. The connection between the LNF (2013) and the curriculum is that teachers have the main job of teaching and building upon literacy skills within a lesson, in the eventuality that all learners will use these skills in a cross curricular approach. Therefore, the literacy component within the LNF (2013) will help teachers across schools develop the literacy requirements of the English Programme of Study. The Oracy strand being one of the three strands of literacy is the ability of speaking or the ability of making sounds, before the ability to read and write. Communication is one of the key aspects where an individual can express their feelings, tell a story or sing a song. The LNF (2013) describes ways in which this skill is developed. The framework (2013) states that through asking questions, building upon past experiences and making choices using various media. Learners use this collaboration of listening and answering to develop their use of language. The LNF (2013) describes how oracy throughout the curriculum focuses upon one element of developing and presenting information and ideas. This method is then broken down into three strands within the LNF (2013). These three strands are; speaking and communicating ideas to a range of various audiences within different contexts. Listening and responding to the ideas of others and being able to contribute and collaborate to discussions and presentations (Literacy and Numeracy Framework, 2013). 
Within a classroom setting oracy can be demonstrated through different practical activities. Some of these activities can include; show and tell, group discussions, general greetings such as morning and afternoon, the morning and lunchtime register as well as question and answering sessions. When teachers are considering oracy it is important to consider what kind of talk is being used, and whether it is appropriate for the learners. Consideration must be taken when considering pupils age, ability and classroom context such as the environment. Talking should be a recital process between individuals and not just a one-way conversation. This aspect is for many reasons, as an individual needs time and consideration to answer and for their voice and opinion to be heard. Also, this method can achieve progression with individual's confidence, as a person and an academic student as they feel more comfortable speaking to different audiences. As well as developing any ideas they may have, it is important for pupils to understand the different contexts of speaking and what is appropriate for when.  
Oracy has purposeful meaning to an individuals development. It offers opportunities for individuals to explore different language, information and contexts of language. As well as taking into consideration other’s findings and reactions. It also offers the social aspect of development as discussion talk enables an individual to build upon language, develop fluency and clarity when speaking and the ability to successfully critique and present their work orally (National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, 2013).  Small children will not necessarily consider the appropriateness of their language, as they are more aware of how to communicate rather than if it is the correct use of language. As a child gets older however, their awareness of language may change and to what is appropriate use of language and what is not.  The LNF (2013) describes how different audiences can determine the way an individual may orally communicate. When talking in friendship groups the use of language may be less formal as you may be comfortable with your audience, the use of language may be more fluent as your peers may be on the same level as you and it is unlikely that and explanation of your ideas may be necessary. This may be where the aspect of learn through play may be beneficial as children learn upon the same level as others. Key stage 2 learners may feel more comfortable in group work rather than one to one with a teacher. However, within a classroom the level of language needs to be appropriate when speaking to teachers and other members of staff, as well as what language is acceptable within a school setting. The older children become the more aware they will be of what language is appropriate for within a classroom, and when talking to their parents. As they grow, this skill will develop into later education and adult life, such as higher education and employment. 
Within the classroom a level of appropriateness is expected of students. Within key stage 2 the children are aged 7-11 meaning the context of their spoken voice is going to differ from conversations between friends. The LNF (2013) describes this context of conversation as being amongst 2 individuals where the status is different. The teacher will be of higher status to the child, meaning that the language is going to be more formal, with the tone of voice more precise and to the point. Formal talk is more than likely to include complete sentences and to have an impersonal style (National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, 2013). The reasoning behind this context of language may be to set boundaries within a classroom, and to develop literacy skills of individuals by setting example, offering learning opportunities and stating the level of expectancy. 
The English Programme of Study (2015) indicates the range of opportunities which should be offered to all learners when considering the development of oracy. Some of these key opportunities involve; seeing and hearing different speakers with the opportunity to respond, speak and listen to others and use appropriate vocabulary. When developing the context of oracy the Programme of Study (2015) notes how the long term visual of this learning development should be to orally rehearse for writing. The element within the strand of Oracy is developing and presenting information ideas. Within this element are three aspects which include; speaking, listening, collaboration and discussion. Each aspect progresses in complexity as the child goes through each school year. In key stage 2 various approaches and methods as mentioned above can be used. How well they develop comes down to how effectively they are taught, and the ability of each child individually.

Blooms Taxonomy (1956) is a useful theory which supports the strand of oracy. The framework (1956) is an educational system build into a triangle. The triangle is split into six parts, each part builds upon the last one. The six parts starting from the top of the tringle are; knowledge, comprehension, application, analyse, synthesis and evaluation (www.tophat.com, 2019). In 2001 the taxonomy was revised, and the six parts were renamed, although the method principles remain the same. However, one part did change which was making evaluation into create. The reason for this is to make the revised taxonomy (2001) level of create, the eventual achievement. As explained earlier within this paper children are more susceptible to making noises or words before they can read and write. By gaining the knowledge of words, they then have the skill to develop the ability to read and write. Essentially making their way through Blooms Taxonomy until they reach the level of evaluation where they can make necessary judgments of what materials to use in the appropriate contexts. This supports the development of literacy in learners as they speak, learn to read and write and then develop academic ability and skills throughout education. 
Russian theorist Lev Vygotsky (1962) describes the importance of interpersonal communication within the cognitive development of learners. However, this could be questioned when relating to learners with Additional Learning Needs. A child with a stutter or stammer may not be at the same level of peers when assessing oracy, however other skills within literacy such as reading, and writing may be at the required academic level. This is an important aspect to consider as to ensure that learning opportunities are inclusive. The LNF (2013) states that all learners and their abilities are considered in order to meet inclusive practice standards. Progression statements are used throughout the framework to ensure learners, parents and teachers are collaboratively working together to provide support for individuals whilst making academic progression (The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (2013). Individual Development Plans may be used as a useful tool for students to identify areas which may need more attention, giving opportunity for relationships surrounding the child to consider and implement necessary actions. Graham Donaldson’s report Successful Futures (2015) implemented that a key importance to thinking and learning is for learners to be able to attentively speak, listen and use communication in life more generally. Through developing oracy learners can express their ideas through speech.
Through gathering research, it has become knowledgeable how the Literacy and Numeracy Framework has offered the opportunity for skills to be developed using a cross-curricular approach. Although the UK overall has been noticed to not have fluctuated within its recent PISA results over the years of assessment Wales, however, have made progression in attainment levels of literacy and numeracy. Through the new adaptation of the new curriculum, it is stated clearly that the freedom to teach will be more explicit allowing teachers to be more fluent and precise with their teaching methods. The introduction of the new curriculum as well as working alongside the LNF will be able to put literacy and numeracy at the heart of all subjects. Literacy and Numeracy can be and should be used across the whole curriculum in order to develop further these skills, and to aid children with the essential tools for later life. With skilled planning, appropriate assessment and continuous individual development plans, there is no reason for academic attainment in Literacy and Numeracy to rise in current tests within the near future. It has become clear that there are challenges that arise when considering the LNF and the Programme of study as there is no clear perspective upon how to support ALN learners or children from different ethical backgrounds. 

