[bookmark: _Toc176543670]Chapter 4: Analysis of results
This chapter focuses on analysis findings from a survey, distributed amongst police officers. The survey received 19 responses. 
[bookmark: _Toc176543671]Section 1: About you
Participants were asked about their characteristics, including age and sex. Most respondents (73.7%) were aged between 18 and 34, and 26.3% of respondents aged 35 to 54.
42.1% of respondents identified as male, 47.4% female, and 10.5% of respondents preferred not to say. Figure 2 - 19 responses.
Figure 1 - 19 responses.


[bookmark: _Toc176543672]Section 2: Your career
Policing experience and geographical location was captured. Overall, 68.4% of respondents had between 1 and 4 years in service. Gwent Police accounted for over 47.4% of respondents, the rest were based in neighbouring forces for example South Wales or Avon and Somerset.Figure 3 - 19 responses.
Figure 4 - 19 responses.


[bookmark: _Toc176543673]Section 3: Awareness of dangerous dogs
To understand existing awareness, respondents were asked about legislation and recognising dangerous breeds. Respondents were asked whether they were aware of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (DDA). 84.2% responded ‘yes’, and 15.8% responding ‘no’ to being aware of the legislation's existence. Figure 5 - 19 responses.

When asked to define ‘dangerous dogs’ in their own words, two overarching definition themes emerged: behaviour of the dog; and breed of dog.Figure 6 - Themes and sub-themes of definitions

Some participants focussed on dog behaviour, including biting, aggressiveness, attacking and being uncontrollable, stating: 
“any dog that poses a danger to any person or animal due to its naturally aggressive nature”
Whereas others focussed on the breed of dogs – naming specific breeds, such as “XL Bully”, or banned breeds:
“a dog which has been deemed under the Dangerous Dogs Act to be a banned [sic] breed and meets set characteristics”.
The survey probed respondents on their knowledge of DDA’s definition of dangerous dogs. Results show that 31.6% were aware, 10.5% were unsure, and 57.9% were not aware. Figure 7 - 19 responses.

When asked to select which breeds they believed to be banned in the UK, 94.7% of respondents chose XL Bully as a banned breed, this was the most popular answer selected by 18 out of 19 respondents. Japanese Tosa was chosen 13 times, Pitbull and Dogo Argentino were selected 12 times. The least selected breed was Rottweiler (2 times), while Fila Brasilero was selected 4 times, Bullmastiff 5 times, and Cane Corse 8 times.Figure 8 - 19 responses.

Respondents were asked whether their awareness of options available to them under DDA. 31.6% had awareness, 52.6% were not aware and 15.8% selected maybe. 
A similar question surveyed on awareness of other guidance published by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – majority (73.7%) chose ‘no’, 15.8% chose ‘yes’, and 10.5% selected ‘maybe’. 
Following this, they were asked if they felt confident in identifying a dangerous dog. 52.7% of people answered from very unconfident to not confident at all, 42.1% selecting very or extremely confident, the residual 5.3% were neither confident nor unconfident.Figure 10 - 19 responses.
Figure 9 - 19 responses.


[bookmark: _Toc176543674]Section 4: TrainingFigure 11 - 19 responses.

The survey moved on to gather opinions on existing training offers and future expectations for training. 84.2% respondents selected ‘no’ to whether there is adequate training, the remaining 15.8% selected ‘yes’.Figure 12 - 19 responses.

When probed further on future training opportunities, suggestions and ideas fell into three themes: available information and guidance; scenario-based training; and training courses on banned breeds.

Information and guidance availability as a theme included dedicated staff, updates and refreshers on guidance and legal powers. Respondents stated:Figure 13 - Themes and sub-themes of expected training opportunities.

“Clear guidelines and processes need to be given out to all officers about what to do and how to deal with dangerous dogs”
“a small amount of dedicated staff/officers roles that are trained across all shift patterns so that they can be spoken to and info obtained as and when it is needed”
Another emerging theme was Officer Style Training, respondents suggested deploying equipment, first aid training and scenario-based opportunities, such as:
“seizure and tactical OST style training required”
“how to use and deploy safety measures, such as muzzles”
“training from actual dog handlers/specialists, scenarios to prepare for incidents”
Finally, more desk-based training emerged, specifically relating to identification of breeds and de-escalation tactics:
“more understanding of what breeds are banned, what to look out for and the process in seizing”
[bookmark: _Toc176543675]Section 5: Previous incidents
The next section asked about experiences of dog incidents. Over half of respondents (52.6%) had dealt with an incident, with 36.8% of those incidents taking place in the last 12 months, 80% of the incidents were first offences. Incidents ranged from dog-on-dog bites, children bitten by dogs, uncontrollable dogs, and unregistered banned breeds. Figure 14 - 19 responses.



Of the respondents who had experienced dangerous dog incidents, 40% selected ‘yes’ to being confident in determining it was a dangerous breed, 40% selected ‘no’, and 20% selected ‘maybe’. In a further question, 20% selected ‘yes’ to feeling equipped and trained enough, leaving 80% selecting ‘no’ and ‘maybe’.Figure 16 - 10 responses.
Figure 15 - 10 responses.



When asked if the owner influenced how the incident played out, 40% said ‘no’ and 60% said ‘yes’, with a respondent stating:Figure 17 - 10 responses.

“Yes - the owner did not keep the dog on a leash and could not control the dog”.
In a follow up question, respondents were asked whether their policing has changed since the incident. 30% said it did not, 70% stated that it had changed. Respondents added:
“I am aware that dog handlers have an instrument that can be used to sedate the dogs”
Figure 18 - 10 responses.

The survey asked opinions as to whether the owner is an influencing factor regarding dangerous dogs. 63.2% stated the owner is responsible in some way:
“It can be, but I think the owner even making the decision to have a banned dog is influential enough”
5.3% were unsure, and 31.6% disagreed that the owner was not responsible, with a respondent adding:
“no - certain breeds and have it within their nature to be aggressive”
Figure 19 - 19 responses.

To conclude, all respondents were asked to reflect on whether nature or nurture was responsible for a dog’s behaviour – 33.3% stated nurture, 26.7% stated nature, and 40% stating a mix of both:
“A mix of both - I think dogs can be uncontrollable in nature, unreliable and cannot trust them, but the owner can also exacerbate this and make things worse, encouraging bad behaviour”Figure 20 - 15 valid responses.
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Question 4: How long have you been a serving response officer?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

0-1 years	1-2 years	2-3 years	3-4 years	4-5 years	5-6 years	6-7 years	7+ years	2	3	7	3	1	0	2	1	10.5%	15.8%	36.8%	15.8%	5.3%	0.0%	10.5%	5.3%	Years in service category


Count of responses



Question 5: Which force area do you work in?

Police Force	[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]

Gwent Police	South Wales Police	Avon and Somerset Constabulary	Dyfed-Powys Police	Dorset Police	Staffordshire Police	9	3	2	2	2	1	47.4%	15.8%	10.5%	10.5%	10.5%	5.3%	Percentage	
Gwent Police	South Wales Police	Avon and Somerset Constabulary	Dyfed-Powys Police	Dorset Police	Staffordshire Police	0.47368421052631576	0.15789473684210525	0.10526315789473684	0.10526315789473684	0.10526315789473684	5.2631578947368418E-2	

Question 6: Are you aware of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	16	3	0	84.2%	15.8%	0.0%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 8: Are you aware of the official definition of Dangerous Dogs, given by the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	6	10	3	31.6%	52.6%	15.8%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 9: Which of these dogs do you believe are banned in the UK?

Number of times selected	
Cane Corso	Pitbull	XL Bully	Bullmastiff	Japanese Tosa	Dogo Argentino	Fila Brasilero	Rottweiler	8	12	18	5	13	12	4	2	Response option


Number of times selected




Question 11: Are you aware of the Dangerous Dogs Law Guidance for Enforcers, published by Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	3	14	2	15.8%	73.7%	10.5%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 10: Are you aware of the full range of options available for your use under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	6	10	3	31.6%	52.6%	15.8%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 12: How confident do you feel in identifying a dangerous dog?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Extremely confident	Very confident	Slightly confident	Neither confident nor unconfident	Slightly unconfident	Very unconfident	Not at all confident	2	2	4	1	1	4	5	10.5%	10.5%	21.1%	5.3%	5.3%	21.1%	26.3%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 3: What is your sex?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Male	Female	Prefer not to say	8	9	2	42.1%	47.4%	10.5%	Sex category


Count of responses



Question 13: Do you feel that there is adequate dangerous dog guidance and training opportunities in the police?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	3	16	0	15.8%	84.2%	0.0%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 15: Have you dealt with or attended an incident relating to dangerous dogs, in the past 12 months?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes, within the past 12 months	Yes, over 12 months ago	No, never	7	3	9	36.8%	15.8%	47.4%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 19: Did you feel equipped and trained enough to deal with the incident?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	2	5	3	20.0%	50.0%	30.0%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 18: Did you feel confident or not in determining whether the dog was a dangerous breed of dog?

Count	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	4	4	2	40.0%	40.0%	20.0%	Response option


Count of responses



Question 22: In your opinion, did the owner of the dog play or not play a role in the incident?

Column1	[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]

Yes	No	6	4	60.0%	40.0%	

Question 24: Since the incident, has your policing of dangerous dogs changed or adapted?

Column1	[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]

Yes	No	7	3	70.0%	30.0%	

Question 26: In your opinion, do you feel that the behaviour of the owner is influential or not in regards to dangerous dogs?

Column1	[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]

Yes	No	Unsure	12	6	1	63.2%	31.6%	5.3%	

Question 27: In your opinion, do you feel that nature or nurture is responsible for the behaviour of dogs?

Column1	[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]
[CELLRANGE]
[VALUE]

Nature	Nurture	Both	4	5	6	26.7%	33.3%	40.0%	

Question 2: What is your age?

Age bracket	[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	65 and over	5	9	3	2	0	0	26.3%	47.4%	15.8%	10.5%	0.0%	0.0%	Age bracket


Count of responses
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