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Breastmilk is the only food source consumed by the entire human species. According to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) guidelines, it should constitute the exclusive food and nutrition source for all humans during the first six months of life, something which is not expected from any other kind of food. Furthermore, it is the only kind of food which is produced by the human body, but not any human body: the body of the adult female. As such, it is inscribed in the same complicated social life in which the producing bodies participate. In light of its enormous benefits, countless efforts to promote breastfeeding have been set in place. However, none target the root problem underlying the abysmally low levels of breastfeeding worldwide. 
Problems with the food are consequences of problems with the food source. The scope of research must be amplified and deepened if we are to untangle a web of social, historical and gendered sets of relations to the female body—in this case in the form of resource. The form of the mother’s body in relation to its infant is that of ‘habitat’ since it becomes the place in which it is able to function properly as human infant (Rodrigáñez). To borrow Shildrick’s concept of ‘leaky body’ (1994), the female body leaks fluids, but also meanings and deep-rooted dichotomies of the self and other, and particularly of culture and nature. Whereas, to this day of massive ecological crisis, nature is still seen as passive, base matter whose only agency is that of nurturing, its goods are extracted by means of reason and the technological tools of man (Merchant, 1989, 145). A similar thing can be said about women’s bodies and reproductive powers. Conception, pregnancy, labour and breastfeeding are increasingly medicalised and forcefully tried to contain within ‘normal’ ranges. Hence, the treatment of the mothering habitat-body has become no different than the treatment of a habitat intended for use in agriculture. However, in this way, the female habitat-body, like a field, is seen and sees itself as productive, whereas the male body produces only with its mind or hands through manual labour (Mies, 2014, 53). 
Consequently, the logic behind the deep trench dividing culture from nature to can only make sense. By keeping man apart from nature, he avoids being treated (or exploited) as a resource. If, however, the dichotomy were to disappear, man would find himself at great risk of the frontiers between humanity and resources to become blurry, turning human bodies into potential resources subject to exploitation (which is the case regardless). 
The departure of most western theorising has, by and large, been within the experienced male body, so, if we are indeed to embark on this project of ‘ecologising’ instead of ‘modernising’ (Latour, 2013), what better starting point than a body with the potential of experiencing itself as a productive environment? A deeper discussion into the commodified forms of the female body-habitat could have the potential of shedding much-needed light (and perhaps, bridging the gap) on whatever it is which separates (or not) nature from culture, and the potential future relations of life, as a whole.
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