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1.
This report will be on the group work done with students in my class based on how students use technology to collaborate at UWTSD. As a group we researched 5 digital skills that students can use to collaborate together within studies which included Google Scholar, OneDrive, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint and Digital Library. These are essential as it is a step to learning lots of new things, they improve the way of learning and builds confidence which can also result in better literature in the work provided. Each digital tool has its own methods that can help with collaborating as a student. Being able to share information or put data into a chart or finding a web search that is strictly dedicated to scholarly literature and academic resources. Using a tool to have access of all files anywhere at anytime that you can share with a student you are working with. Using a PowerPoint for a presentation that gives slide shows using crucial data, charts and even images. There are so many to use in fantastic ways as a student which gives great insight into how you can perfect work on your own or in groups, it is very essential to use these digital tools to collaborate as a student.




















2. 
The research question identified was how do students use technology to collaborate at UWTSD? This was chosen as we felt this was best suited to how students at UWTSD can collaborate, finding different digital skills for students to work together was very helpful. This research question is there to be broken down on how students can collaborate within studies and group work, the digital skills decided as a group were helpful in our own work as we was all learning new ways on how effective collaborating is for students. The best way to describe the research question is when working in groups as a student their are many different ways you can share work or data to on another.
2.2
The methods used in the research done were finding a list of digital tools that were best suited to how we wanted to go about doing our own research. Being able to use google scholar was perfect for me as the understanding gathered from that was essential to my research methods, finding loads of pages with different information on why using Google Scholar to collaborate as a student in higher education is the question firstly put into my search engine. From the group presentation finding out which digital tool was most used by students at UWTSD to collaborate together was the first finding, using google scholar to source the information on which digital tool is mostly used for students was a great choice as this method helped with the correct correspondence and wording. My feeling for this was good as the understanding from using google scholar makes me want to use it more often as it is straight forward and reliable. What was taken away from lectures was put into the presentation, so we went for how the presentation would be presented from the introduction, rational, proposed methods, ethical considerations, research timeline and the reference list. To get the students in our group to participate we got to the research part of the presentation and decided each student would pick a digital tool of there choice which included Digital Library, Google Scholar, OneDrive, MS PowerPoint and MS Excel. Having these 5 options was helpful as it got everyone participating and finding the relevant sources for each digital tool to collaborate for students. As a group we also decided to use another digital tool to help us with our presentation which was WhatsApp messenger and Microsoft teams. This was not picked as an option in our presentation but it resulted in being very helpful for us as it made the group finish the work outside of the university, we created a WhatsApp group to go over the presentation and used Microsoft teams for a team call so we could hear each others ideas without is being over confusing on WhatsApp because things get misinterpreted over messages. This method was very important to our presentation as we gathered a lot of different information on the digital tools used as well as a deeper meaning into the research question that was chosen. Instead of putting the full research question in to google scholar as that’s what was being used the method taken was putting the correct terms relating to the question in the search bar and finding out different sources from that one word chosen.
2.3
The ethical considerations that were made was finding the purpose of research which meant collecting the correct data, analysing specific to the topic and its goals. Set of principles that guide a research designs and practices, protecting the rights of research participants and enhancing the research validity Bhandari (2022). Another was permission and consent, this was needed to collect data in the correct manor from other students. Private and confidential is another ethical consideration as it relates to confidentiality which is information taken from other participants private information. Being able to safeguard entrusted information is very much essential. And the most important one is the students of UWTSD.




























3.
Which digital tool do students find most useful?
	Digital Library
	2
	Unsatisfactory  

	Google Scholar
	5
	Outstanding

	One Drive
	4
	Very Satisfactory

	MS PowerPoint
	5
	Outstanding

	MS Excel
	3
	Satisfactory



These results shown on the table suggest which digital tool is most useful to students. With 5 different responses from students the table shows Google Scholar is most useful to students as it gives the information needed for work. At 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest in the table shows two out of the five digital tools picked for the presentation were most useful to the students which were Google Scholar and MS PowerPoint, the number 5 was chosen twice for these as it seems students find using these digital tools very useful to themselves. Firstly regarding results show Digital library was not in favour as it was resulted at a 2, the thoughts on this was that its just not mostly used or just not needed in the sense of student studies. Google Scholar was mostly effective including myself as this digital tool is great to use with whatever you need to find out with the correct citations and referencing being a key factor. One Drive was resulted at a 4 which is very satisfactory, One Drive is a very useful as its practically used all the time for sharing documents in groups, photos, other files and most importantly to collaborate content. MS PowerPoint resulted in a 5 as this is used for assignments, studies and just general needs as a student, also great as a presentation program, the program uses slides to convey information in multimedia. MS Excel was resulted in a 3 as satisfactory which was a shock to me as this digital tool enables users to collect, calculate and organize data into spreadsheets.













4.
The results table shows Google Scholar and MS PowerPoint are the most useful for student`s usage which were determined as outstanding where as Digital Library was unsatisfactory, One Drive as very satisfactory and MS Excel as satisfactory. All of the above digital tools are very much good to use regardless, the tool that shocked me was One Drive as this is needed to be used in students’ life for sending work and saving essential documentation. The service works like a traditional external drive, but with the difference that it is available through the internet and offers additional features Huculak (2021). MS Excel was surprising as well because if for example there was a assignment or work needed to be done on the basis of just using MS Excel there would be a struggle as you would have to find a data and calculate all of that using the tool, without this students would struggle to find a better digital tool. 5 participants carried this search out which was very useful, it was great getting added knowledge of everyone else’s points on why they think certain digital tools are mostly used by them. The research fits well with how students collaborate as the digital tools chosen fit well with how students can work together or as one. Using a tool like One Drive is a great collaboration tool especially in group work, being able to send files and share the work for someone else to add there own points to a text. For MS PowerPoint the feeling taken from research shows people like this digital tool because of the great features it has, Microsoft PowerPoint ease of use makes it a great tool for education. The ability to drag and drop images, files and more into a slide and have the software to do the work of converting and fitting it in as often is a undefeated feature Edwards (2021). Collaboration is a great feature for students to work together on projects, since students can see one another’s changes, live, they don’t need to be in the same space or in communication to work effectively together. On that note research shows others think the top picks in the table are the best digital tools to use when collaborating and also are very useful when working in groups or independently. Guessing results would of been impossible as some things are based on opinions so doing the correct research backed up the hypothesis in the presentation which was “the table offers five suggestions for what students should be able to achieve given the potential positives and negative effects of digital tools in order to produce more consistent and powerful effects on interpersonal and intrapersonal skills and to prevent negative consequences”. McNaughton et al(2018) a few of the results were a surprise of course due to the fact most of the 5 digital tools chosen are all really important to use as a student, really none of the tools are negative all of them are positives, they can be used in their own significant way. It is about doing your own research regarding these tools as some people just have there own preference on the digital tool they are used to which is ok but maybe some students need to go over different tools for better understanding. In my hypothesis we came up with the fact that a study found student`s need training with technology tools that they will use for their courses. All in all my research has proven their are two stand out digital tools which are most effective and are best understood by students in higher education, agreeing with this would be wrong as MS PowerPoint and Google Scholar are great tools to use whilst collaborating the other 3 are really essential to collaborate with a little more understanding of them. Added research provides better knowledge and makes things a lot easier with a wider range of tools to use in your work.



5.
My conclusions are their are many different ways for students to collaborate with one another, the information on this report shows students can work together with different digital tools but they need some more knowledge regarding different aspects of the tools. My discussion has proved how important it is to look into the digital tool you are using for a certain piece of work as there are endless things you can find out about it. There are a few issues regarding some of these tools as realistically they are all collaborative tools which are all as useful as the other, they all help in there own way and all very productive but the table shows which is more preferred to collaborate together within higher education. The findings suggest Google Scholar and MS PowerPoint are the best ways to collaborate although there is still a need for future research to determine as aspects of the other digital tools.
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7.

Our group research question is which digital tool is most used by students at UWTSD to collaborate together?
* Required 
1. Rank these applications in order according to how frequently you use them to collaborate with others. (Most frequent at the top)
1 MS PowerPoint
2 OneDrive
3 MS Excel
4 Digital Library 
5 Google Scholar

2. Question*Please input date (dd/MM/yyyy)



3. Do you use the OneDrive more than other digital tools to collaborate with peers?
yes


no
maybe 

other


4. I use a range of different digital tools to collaborate?

Statement1. strongly agree. Agree. Neither agree or disagree. Disagree. Strongly disagree. Very agree
Statement2.

5. When collaborating with peers do you use one digital tool more than others?
yes


no

6. I use a range of different digital tools to collaborate?
Statement 1  strongly agree.  Agree.  Neither agree or disagree.  Disagree.  Strongly disagree
Statement 2

7. I consent to take part voluntarily
yes


no




















