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[bookmark: _Toc242797711]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc242797712]Research Background and rationale
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) assists the aligned health and social care sector operating in England. Discharge to Assess (D2A) allows the patient whose condition does not require acute hospital care for successful discharge, along with their ongoing care needs assessed in community setting. Nevertheless, the introduction of this technique might foster some issues for social care providers and community services (Cherry, 2023). 
The Discharge to Assess (D2A) framework aims to offer a timely hospital discharge while stating that the patients will get proper care and medical assistance. Its deployment relies on the effective coordination between regional authority social care providers, community services and hospitals. Investigating the existing literature is crucial for understanding the stated deployment issues, their consequences for service delivery and patient safety and areas while further evidence is required. The review will identify these challenges and identify the opportunities for improving coordination in social and health care services (Jeffery, et al. 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc242797713]Research Aim
· To review existing research on the deployment of the Discharge to Assess (D2A) model in the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC), identifying key themes, evidence gaps and deployment for health and social care activities. 
[bookmark: _Toc242797714]Research Objectives
· To evaluate the documented effects of D2A model on patients’ health and social care service delivery.
· To assess the workforce, finance and coordination challenges impacting the deployment of D2A in community care settings.
· To investigate evidence and gaps in the literature that may communicate development of D2A deployment.

[bookmark: _Toc242797715]Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc242797716]Research question 
What does the existing peer-reviewed literature report about the deployment issues, patient outcomes and service delivery consequences of the Discharge to Assess (D2A) model in UK social and health care? 
[bookmark: _Toc242797717]Scoping review framework 
A secondary scoping review model will be implemented to identify and document the existing evidence. Structural literature findings will be practiced across electronic databases such as British Nursing Index, CINAHL and Medline (Arksey & O'Malley, 2005).
[bookmark: _Toc242797718]Inclusion and exclusion criteria 
Inclusion: The peer-reviewed English-language studies published between 2016 and 2026 that points the D2A deployment, patient outcomes or service delivery will be stated. 
Exclusion: The non-referred publications, irrelevant records and studies unrelated to the audit queries will not be considered. Abstract and Titles will be screened prior to full-text assessment contradicting these criteria. Eligible students will be authorised and compared through Aveyard’s simplified thematic analysis to assess the recurring patterns, alterations and evidence gaps. 
[bookmark: _Toc242797719]Data collection and analysis 
Search strategy: Search strings will include terms such as social care challenges, discharge to assess and integrated care. 
Analysis: Apply Aveyard’s (2007) simplified thematic analysis through coding, grouping recurring patterns and developing themes.
[bookmark: _Toc242797720]Expected outcomes 
The review is required to showcase the core themes about the D2A implementation, consisting of patient outcomes, D2A implementation, workforce and funding issues and community care capacity. It will also investigate gaps in the current evidence to affirm future research and prospective service development. 
[bookmark: _Toc242797721]Ethical Consideration
As this study is limited to secondary research assessing the existing peer-reviewed literature, direct organisational legal consent is not required. Nevertheless, high legal standards will be sustained by vital academic integrity (Mulenga and Shilongo, 2024). This considers the representation of real source findings, neglecting chosen data extraction and preventing plagiarism through meticulous UWTSD Harvard referencing. 
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