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Storytelling plays a key role in children's development, helping to build essential language skills, provide valuable knowledge, and support overall learning. As Sheldon-Dean (2023) explains, storytelling goes beyond literacy—it introduces children to new vocabulary that they might not encounter in their everyday lives, even before they are able to speak. This helps them make sense of the world around them, exposing them to concepts and ideas that are important to cognitive development. Notably, books are powerful tools for cultivating empathy, allowing children to understand the emotions, lives, and cultures of others. Hibbon (2016) reinforces this, explaining that narratives can shape children's emotional intelligence, as stories foster empathy by allowing them to experience and reflect on the feelings of different characters. This is particularly important in the early years, as empathy is a core component of social and emotional development. As seen in the video of the telling of the story ‘peace at last’ Murphy (1990) the reader uses different facial expressions and sounds to empathize how Mr. bear was feeling.
 While traditional books remain central to fostering these skills, the growing prevalence of digital literacy cannot be overlooked. Liu et al. (2024) highlight that digital tools are increasingly being integrated into early childhood education to support the evolving literacy needs of young learners. Digital media offers unique advantages, particularly in how it can engage children with interactive features. In addition, digital storytelling platforms allow children to become more active participants, as seen by the reader in video 2 the reader is inviting the audience to get involved and they can create and share their own stories. Lysaker (2018) emphasizes that the imagination-driven nature of digital reading encourages children to engage creatively, blending their narrative skills with multimedia tools, leading to a more dynamic and personal learning experience. 
The importance of reading to children, even from the earliest stages of life, is well-documented. According to Speech and Language UK (n.d.), the Welsh Government asserts that children as young as prebirth can recognize their parents' voices, and that this recognition starts in the womb. Familiar sounds, such as the voices of parents, have a calming and soothing effect on babies, emphasizing the importance of reading to children even before they are born. This finding speaks to the key role auditory learning plays in early development. Laing (2015) adds that babies begin to acquire language by listening to the rhythm and intonation of speech, paying attention to variations in pitch and tone. Parents naturally exaggerate these vocal features, which enhances language learning for infants. This is reflected in the videos analysed, where the storyteller uses varied pitches, rhythms, and tones to make the narrative more engaging. These vocal nuances not only captivate the children's attention but also provide rich auditory input that supports early language development. In the video highlighting the traditional reading of Peace at Last (Murphy, 1990), the storyteller uses a technique known as "reading conversations." This approach, which involves asking questions throughout the story, is highly effective in engaging children.
 Lysaker (2018) explains that these conversational interactions foster a natural and authentic connection between adults and children, making the children feel valued as their responses are heard and acknowledged. This creates a shared reading experience that nurtures both emotional bonds and cognitive development. Branda (2023) also notes that asking questions during storytelling sessions encourages children to focus and form personal connections with the narrative, thereby enhancing their comprehension. The active participation elicited by these questions transforms passive listeners into engaged learners, facilitating deeper understanding of the text. McGrath et al. (n.d.) also support this approach, stating that allowing children to ask questions during storytelling fosters active participation in their own language acquisition. Language is often learned in social contexts, and storytelling provides a rich, interactive environment for children to practice both listening and speaking skills.
[bookmark: _Int_wGDMjgqx][bookmark: _Int_cccP0as8] Research shows that when a child listens to a storyteller, it activates cognitive processes that are essential for language development, such as pattern recognition, memory, and comprehension. In the story ‘peace at last’ there can be seen to be certain patterns throughout the literature that allow children to remember the sequence; by engaging with a narrative and being encouraged to ask questions, children develop critical thinking skills and an understanding of language structure. On the other hand, digital books offer distinct advantages, particularly for children with different needs. Kulikova (2018) highlights how digital platforms, such as tablets, provide interactive opportunities for non-verbal children to engage with stories. Through features like "dragging," "swiping," or making circular motions on the screen, non-verbal children can participate in the storytelling process. Kulikova expands on this, arguing that digital books allow for a more holistic approach to literacy by accommodating various learning styles. For instance, a non-verbal child can utilize the "read to me" feature, while another child might prefer the "read by myself" option. This flexibility ensures that children with diverse learning needs are included in the literacy experience.
Digital books offer interactive learning experiences that not only support children's literacy and fine motor skills but also encourage independence and self-directed learning. Moreover, shared reading—whether through traditional or digital platforms—plays a vital role in nurturing emotional bonds between children and their caregivers. Larson (2015) highlights that these shared moments create lasting memories and foster meaningful conversations, helping children make sense of their personal histories. This, in turn, strengthens secure attachment relationships, which are essential to a child's emotional development. According to Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory, as cited by El Zaatari and Maalouf (2022), a child’s immediate environment, including the relationships they form with caregivers, is crucial to their social and emotional well-being. Shared reading provides a nurturing setting where children feel supported and valued, helping to develop these essential relationships.
Korpilahti et al. (2016) further note that a family's socio-economic status plays a significant role in a child's early development, influencing access to resources like books and learning opportunities. Digital storytelling also has the potential to enhance these bonding experiences. Lysaker (2018) argues that digital reading platforms can still promote questioning and relationship-building between children and adults. When engaging with digital or wordless books, children are often inspired to use their imaginations to create their own narratives, which opens opportunities for caregivers to ask questions and engage in deeper discussions. This allows caregivers to gain insight into how the child interprets the story, fostering rich dialogues and shared experiences like those created through traditional books.
Repetition is another element in both traditional and digital storytelling, playing an essential role in language acquisition. In the videos, the storyteller skilfully repeats key words—a technique frequently used to reinforce language learning. However, when reading digital books, the storyteller needs to pause and restart the video to ensure the repeated words are clearly heard. In video 2, for example, the reader engages the children with a game: each time they hear the word "happy," they hold up a picture of a happy face. This helps the children recognize and reinforce the word as it is used throughout the story.
Montag et al. (2015) note that certain words found in books may not be commonly used in everyday conversation, making storytelling an important means of introducing children to a more diverse range of vocabulary. The use of repetition, as seen in both videos, not only helps reinforce language learning but also aids in memory retention, as children become familiar with unfamiliar words and concepts through repeated exposure.
 Digital literacy is becoming increasingly essential in today’s world, and Maureen et al. (2020) emphasize the importance of supporting digital literacy from an early age. Video 2 illustrates how digital storytelling can be used to pause and repeat sections for better comprehension, showing how adults can leverage technology to enhance the learning experience. The use of digital tools allows for more dynamic storytelling, where children can revisit parts of the story and explore new ways of understanding the narrative. A personal voice, whether in a digital or traditional context, adds an important layer of personalization to the storytelling experience. Rahiem (2021) supports this, arguing that digital storytelling enables young children, even those who cannot yet read independently, to engage with stories through visual and auditory elements. Bower (2014) highlights the significance of using various strategies to support literacy development in early childhood.
In the videos, the storyteller skilfully uses both traditional and digital books, along with various props, pauses, sound effects, and expressive gestures to make the stories more engaging. Bower highlights the importance of adults adapting their language to meet the unique needs of each child, which may involve using sign language, verbal cues, or written communication based on the child’s developmental stage. Similarly, Stanbrough (2019) references Chomsky’s theory of universal grammar, which suggests that all individuals are born with an innate understanding of language structure. However, Skinner (1957), as cited by Smart (2023), disagrees, arguing that children cannot develop language skills independently. He suggests that language is acquired from parents and caregivers, with children adapting it through responses and positive reinforcement.
[bookmark: _Int_5dVwAITp]The use of props in the videos supports Chomsky’s theory by encouraging children to create meaning through their imagination and narrative skills, rather than relying solely on text. Brodin and Renblad (2019) align with Chomsky's view, emphasizing that children acquire language naturally through interactions and that literacy extends beyond reading and writing to include all forms of communication, such as listening and speaking. In the videos, the storyteller fosters this holistic approach by allowing children to ask questions and discuss the stories, promoting not only language development but also their social and cognitive abilities (Welsh Government, 2022).
The Welsh Government (2022) further highlights the importance of providing equal opportunities for all young learners through the Digital Literacy Framework for Early Years in Wales. This framework encourages the development of essential digital skills, aiming to prepare children for a rapidly evolving digital world. It focuses on problem-solving, creativity, and critical thinking, enabling children to explore software, create their own digital stories, and build the competencies needed for future success.

 In conclusion, storytelling, whether through traditional books or digital platforms, plays a key role in supporting children’s language, social, and cognitive development. It helps build empathy, boosts emotional intelligence, and introduces new vocabulary and ideas that help children understand the world. Bringing digital literacy into early childhood education adds even more opportunities for engagement, making learning more interactive and personalized to fit diverse needs. Both traditional and digital storytelling approaches encourage active participation, repetition, and imaginative thinking, all of which are important for helping children develop strong literacy skills. The use of different vocal tones, gestures, and interactive elements also enhances their understanding and creates stronger emotional bonds between children and caregivers.
While digital literacy is becoming more recognized as essential, I found it difficult to find specific, in-depth information about its benefits during my research, despite using the recommended reading lists. Although digital literacy’s importance is widely acknowledged, it would have been helpful to find more balanced discussions that consider both its pros and cons. I also found it challenging to choose the right digital book, as many options included ads or required subscriptions, which could be distracting for both the storyteller and the children. This highlighted the need for better access to quality digital resources in early childhood education, so all children can benefit from the advantages of both traditional and digital storytelling.
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