Role of police within the justice system
By Cian Tudor

“Discuss the extent to which the police play a significant role within the English and Welsh justice system”
In this assignment there will be a discussion on how the police play a significant role within the justice system and provide cases where the police have had to work closely with the English and Welsh justice system to solve a case. There will also be a discussion on how the police themselves has had to face the justice system and the conclusion on what had happened.
 22nd February Home office https://www.gov.uk/guidance/police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984-pace-codes-of-practice The Police and Criminal evidence act 1984 governs the major act in which the police use to arrest, entry of search premises, personal search and taking samples. This is a piece of legislation to ensure that the police follow the correct procedures when carrying out investigation involving a suspect. The PACE legislation is also there to protect the suspect and their human rights. If the police do not carry out this procedure correctly, according to Nicola Laver legal journalist https://www.claims.co.uk/knowledge-base/police/pace#:~:text=PACE%20is%20the%20short%20form,and%20the%20taking%20of%20samples. Any evidence that is found to be against the police and would have to carry out an investigation and therefore could result in a court hearing and possibly a sentence for the officer.  To stop and search an individua Gov.uk l https://www.gov.uk/police-powers-to-stop-and-search-your-rights the police will have to have reasonable grounds to search that person if they suspect the person may have illegal substances, a weapon, stolen property or something that could be used to commit an offence such as a Batton.  if the suspect has been searched the police officer under the PACE legislation must tell the suspect what they might expect to find whilst carrying the search out, their name and the police station they are based, why they can legally search you and how the suspect can have a record of the search. If the officer asks to remove more than a piece of clothing pother than coat, jacket or gloves, they must be the same sex as the suspect. If the police officer asks to remove a piece of clothing from a religious culture, they must take them out of the public view to respect that religion.  Clare Evans On the 25th of October 2023 https://www.saunders.co.uk/news/why-have-2-metropolitan-police-officers-been-sacked-in-respect-of-the-stop-and-search-of-2-black-world-renowned-athletes/ where two police officers got sacked without notice as they lied about the smell of cannabis coming from the suspects' car. Therefore, both officers were found guilty of gross misconduct. This is clear to see that the police have a duty to abide by the justice system but if the police do break the law also, they would get the same punishment as no one is above the law and justice system.  on the 31st of August 2023 the Home office https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-make-it-easier-to-sack-rogue-police-officers 
Introduced the changes to rules governing the police officers disciplinary process and vetting performance processes.  This law is to ensure all officers must be appropriately vetted correctly.  under the new system, if police officers were to carry out any gross misconduct they will be sacked instantly. Former MP Suella Braverman also stated that any officers who have failed our vetting or behave poorly must be kicked out of the forces. This new rule is to ensure the highest professionalism of police officers and to also restore confidence within the police forces within the UK. 

Equality and human rights commission 15th November 2018 https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/human-rights-act#:~:text=The%20Human%20Rights%20Act%201998,the%20UK%20in%20October%202000. Human rights act 1988 is the fundamental right to ensure freedom of which the people in the UK is entitled to. Them rights were originally set out in the European Convention which were then introduced in British law in October 2000. There are five main basic human rights, citizens advice 2023 https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/civil-rights/human-rights/ which include the right to life, right from freedom of slavery and torture, right to freedom of opinion and expression and the right to work and education. If this is breached by anyone, then you can take them to court and therefore will be prosecuted. A violation of human rights is when a police officer would search a person for example if they did not have reasonable grounds to search the person and therefore it could lead to that police officer potentially going to court and being prosecuted.  an example of someone who had a breach of their human rights is the murder of Sarah Everad. BBC News September https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58746108 Sarah was a woman who was walking around the streets during lockdown when a off duty police officer Wayne Couzens approached her from his vehicle and questioned why she was out during the pandemic and was breaching the policy that was in force at that time. Couzens then took her in the back of his car and kidnapped her. This is a complete breach of Sarahs right as handcuffed and arrested her with no reasonable grounds and used his police powers to his advantage which then ended up killing her miles away from where he picked her up. After the murder had happened the public began to protest when the police called it vigil unlawful, which therefore is a breach of human rights in article 10 and article 11 with the freedom of expression and the right to protest.  in conclusion to this protest of human rights it went no further but Wayne Cousens got sentenced to a whole life term for the kidnap of Sarah Everad met police 2023 https://www.met.police.uk/notices/met/our-response-to-issues-raised-by-the-crimes-of-wayne-couzens/ 
This again plays a vital role within the justice system because it shows that the police aren't the only ones to take criminals to court to be prosecuted, but it also shows that police officers also can commit an offence and will still be prosecuted by the justice system.  The police are the ones who are responsible for enforcing the laws which are made by parliament. The police also collect and investigate criminal investigations, collect evidence, detain and question suspects and then would be sent to the crown prosecution service, study smarter (2023)https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/social-studies/crime-and-deviance/criminal-justice-system/#:~:text=The%20role%20of%20the%20police%20in%20the%20criminal%20justice%20system,evidence%20to%20Crown%20Prosecution%20Service. The role of the criminal justice system is to prosecute criminal cases. They have to make sure that they prosecute the right person for the offence and give justice when needed. Criminal justice system (2022) https://www.cps.gov.uk/about-cps/criminal-justice-system 
If someone is a witness in court an official will call their name when they're ready to give evidence. The person will then be asked to repeat an oath or promise to tell the truth. crown office and procurator fiscal service January (2023) https://www.cps.gov.uk/about-cps/criminal-justice-system  the police can also be a witness in court in their normal duty time which is not recorded. Police officers will also attend court regularly to provide and support evidence when needed.  Police will work closely with the courts and justice system because a case which the police have had to investigate and work on may get refereed to the courts and will then therefore be prosecuted and may serve time in prison. 

Overall, it is clear to see that the police force plays a significant role with the English and Welsh justice system. It is vital for the police to communicate with the courts effectively because if the role of the police officers is to protect and enforce the law, they must provide evidence and communicate with the courts on what the suspect might have done and provide relevant evidence. It is also important for the courts to communicate also, because the courts will need to ensure that they prosecute the right person. It is also clear to see from this assignment that the police must follow the correct procedures when it comes to for example stop and search or going into a property without a warrant as them as police officers can also be prosecuted by not following the correct steps. The police officers need to be extra careful when treating any suspects for example if someone is from any ethical backgrounds, making sure they do not use too much force when dealing with a suspect and even being extra careful with their human rights. If the police did not play a significant role within the justice system, then possibly the justice system may have lack of evidence and witnesses to then prosecuting a victim and could potentially leaving criminals going back to the streets for them to commit more crime and therefore crime is going to be increased dramatically. With the police communicating with the crown prosecution service, it allows both services to successfully investigate and solve cases in the right way as the police will investigate and put the suspect behind bars, and the CPS will then bring the suspects to court with a barrister to try and prove guilt before a jury and judge will get involved. 
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