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[bookmark: _Toc60002071]Introduction 
The new form of learning program is the digital way where the classes are being taken by digital technology after the outbreak of corona virus. This method is called the virtual learning environment and this has been raised after the outbreak of covid-19. The use of virtual learning environment has brought in the new normal of learning method and this has changed the learning and teaching atmosphere in most educational organisations and universities. In most of the universities the continuation of the studies is online through virtual learning environment and they have taken the teaching activities virtual. The classes are taken online and the exams are also taken as take-home exam. Students are sitting in the exams staying at home in front on their laptop or mobile device. This same virtual learning environment has also been in operation at University of Wales Trinity Saint David since 2020, and then this study is focused on the effect the virtual learning environment has had on UWTSD, London campus students' lesson plans. To learn about the effect of VLE on students, this research will conduct both primary and secondary research.

[bookmark: _Toc60002072]Rationale 
Technologically sophisticated universities have been using immersive learning environments for many years, but the pandemic has accelerated the use of VLE in nearly any educational institution. The students are enthusiastic about this digital learning tool, but they have been encountering some challenges in terms of obtaining and successfully learning content. Educational institutions have been working very hard to make the whole learning platform more student-friendly, and that as a result, they perform assessments and study on a regular basis. This thesis will aid such studies by including a comprehensive understanding of the students' learning opportunities with the utilization of a simulated learning system (Dillenbourg, Schneider and Synteta, 2015). This whole research would be focusing on UWTSD's London campus, which will also be useful for potential interactive learning enhancements. This would also highlight the skills, perspectives, and happiness of UWTSD students with regards to the active learning environment. 


[bookmark: _Toc60002073]Objectives 
Here, the primary objective of this research is to find out how UWTSD students have been learning on a simulated learning environment. And, the ones that are mentioned below are the secondary objectives of this research project:
· To know how students have accepted the concept of virtual learning environment
· To gather the experience of the student about the virtual learning environment
· To know the impact of virtual learning environment in the learning process of the students
· To improve and enhance the current situation and take suggestions for betterment

[bookmark: _Toc60002074]Literature Review 
According to Stiles (2000),  it is mentioned that, throughout this modern age of emerging studying and techniques, virtual learning environment has now become a core subject of study for academics. The very first instance of online learning was in the 1970s, when another Open University in the United Kingdom used computers for academic purposes. Digital learning environment is characterized by scholars as instructional technology that is built on the internet and developed to support students' online technology (Lee, Hong. and Ling, 2001). Students who travel long distances to attend university benefit from virtual learning because it allows them to communicate with teachers anytime they have to. According to Dougiamas (2004) the biggest issue about this academic environment is that the immersive learning environment has greatly reduced the burden and from both ends of teachers and students by technological skills. Many educational establishments are worried about technological knowledge because building a student-friendly interactive learning experience is not easy for the authorities. In order to better appreciate the student's interactions in this platform, several academic results on simulated learning have indeed been identified as advantages and disadvantages throughout this literature review (Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn, 2017).


The Positive Impacts of Virtual Learning Environment 
Virtual learning environment is a platform where the students learn both the academic and other courses through online learning. They can connect to the class from any part in any condition and learn virtually with the help of internet and any android equipment like mobile phone or laptop (Barker and Gossman, 2013). This is the new form of academics and here the classes and other activities of a university or educational institution is taken and done virtually with the help of web-based technology. There is the positive side of e-Learning or virtual learning environment and the fact that is positive is students are getting to learn from afar places and join the classes without any hassle of travelling. The new form of learning has become one of the blessing as the students are learning for sure and they are paying attention to their studies with repetition of lectures and extra curriculum activities (Pulford, 2011). Things are now flexible to learn and students have more diverse opportunity to learn about different things from different classes and resources. The students just have to have internet connection and an android phone or laptop to connect to the class. Everything has become so convenient and easy for the students that they have got much more time for other activities as well. Students are now allowed to go in internet and know new things. By reviewing learning materials delivered by the interactive learning portal, students are now looking outside of the book and gaining critical thinking skills. Students associate with their tutors through the VLE and have access to them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for any updates or questions. Students benefit from VLE because it gives them the opportunities to focus on their academic and employability skills. Students also stated that using the VLE allows them to learn further and that it is assisting them in achieving higher grades. According to Ryan and Poole, it is mentioned that virtual learning environment is a timely and successful educational forum for the upcoming technology transition, preparing students for a brighter future.

The Negative Impacts of Virtual Learning Environment 
The use of a simulated learning platform for educational strategies has a detrimental effect on students' learning experiences. Students are having difficulty following the lessons and seminars because educational facilities are unable to provide up-to-date equipment for immersive learning environment. Students who are not connected in any internet connection or do not have any device to operate the online classes are really suffering a lot from this new system of learning. Also, the communication is not that much robust and the two-way communication between teacher and student cannot be done properly in a virtual classroom (Herrera, 2017). The confirmation of learning of the students through the use of online learning cannot be ensured as their attention may differ because of the environment disruption. even the students are facing a lot of problems with mathematical courses which should be taken in live classes because the demonstration of math problems and statistical forms cannot be done properly in a virtual class and even if they are done properly everyone understands the perspective of the problems differently. So, in this part the students are having problems. Students are often facing challenges as they are uploading assignments as framework always does not approve the submissions. Students' learning difficulties are caused by a lack of emotional contact and facial gestures. Students are dissatisfied with the scheduling of courses and their desire to communicate with instructors (Mogus, Djurdjevic. and Suvak, 2012).

[bookmark: _Toc60002075]Methodology 
In this section of the report, the methods and process of performing this analysis, as well as data collection methods have been discussed. The positivism theory is chosen for this research because it contains a lot of useful and reliable details (Figliozzi, 2007). Positivism theory enables in doing research in an impartial manner in order to truly understand the social world in accordance with the researcher's interests. This research is focused on deductive reasoning in order to reach a conclusive conclusion about the effect that simulated learning environments have on students. This research has used both qualitative and quantitative methods. As a result, deductive reasoning will aid in reaching a conclusion about the UWTSD students' VLE learning experience. 
The qualitative approach will help in the analysis of secondary sources of knowledge, and will be focused on scholarly journals, online resources and analytical books that have been written. For the study of primary results, which will be dependent on the survey questionnaire, a quantitative approach will be used. As a result, this analysis would use quantitative and qualitative methods to gather data from both primary and secondary sources. In the primary data sources, there will be nine questions in the survey, where the sample is collected from the class and 9 students have participated.
Since the study is focused on learners at the UWTSD London campus, the size of the population is very high, as well as therefore a sample size has indeed been chosen for that kind of study based on the previous research studies, which made the sample become 9. Probability sampling methods will be included in this study. The study results feasibility as well as accuracy can be improved by using this sampling method. These sampling methods would also aid in the interpretation of primary and secondary data for this study (Barreiro and Albandoz, 2001). The information was gathered in accordance with stringent guidelines and codes of ethics. the information gathered is to be kept confidential in accordance with ethical guidelines.


[bookmark: _Toc60002076]Data Analysis (Primary and Secondary) 
[bookmark: _Toc60002077]Primary Data Analysis
The primary data is the study of 9 students on 9 questions. 
Q1. Have you used Moodle before?

Figure: Student’s use of Moodle
Analysis: 66.66% of the students have used Moodle but the 33.33% of them have still not used it. 1/3 of the students have used it.
Q2. What do you like about it or what you don’t?
Analysis: Students like it as this helps them with the information, they need but also, they can easily get the information. And the fact most of them hate is not all of them can use it or as they have Google with much more information why will they use Moodle
Q3. How often do you use it?

Figure: The number of usages of Moodle
Analysis: Majority of the students almost 55.56% said they use it 3-4 times and then 44.44& students use it more than 5 times and 11.11% uses it less than 3 times.
Q4. Why do you use it?
Analysis: Most of the students use it to prepare for exams for learning things outside syllabus and expanding their knowledge.
Q5. How easy is it for you to use Moodle?

Figure: Usage of Moodle easy or not
Analysis: 55.56% of the students find it easy to use and 33.33% of the students are beginning to understand it. Though 11.11% of them are facing trouble still. 
Q6. Why?
Analysis: The majority of the students thinks that the module is quite organised and so they are able to use it easily without hassle.
Q7. What do you think is improving your learning?
Analysis: Almost all the students have agreed that Moodle is helping them in studies and improving their learning by providing information in less time and easy way
Q8. Do you think Moodle has helped you overall your level of knowledge?
Analysis: Every student think Moodle has made their studies easier and made their level of knowledge.
[bookmark: _Hlk68320347]Q9. Why?
Analysis: They think Moodle has provided them with wide information and also provided them with large number of resources in less time in a organised way. They can learn and prepare for exams also do assignments properly.
[bookmark: _Toc60002078]Secondary Data Analysis
The effect of a simulated educational environment on learners' academic performance has been measured using related journals and books. It has been discovered that students practice in more effective ways when they use a virtual learning environment, as well as that this has a positive effect on the educational outcomes. For secondary data the use of books and previous studies are taken. However, the majority of studies favour interactive learning  as this is providing them with opportunities to be more scope for leaning new things with more resources and time available  giving environments that are focused on the perceptions of individuals.
[bookmark: _Toc60002079]Conclusion 
The Moodle platform of UWTSD is a popular virtual learning environment among the students and as students have previous knowledge about VLE, they are having positive online learning experiences through the use of VLE. But more resources should be provided for the future improvement as some of the students are having difficulties in understanding the theoretical and mathematical courses. Moreover, the Moodle platform and university online library system should be more user friendly for getting easy accessibility and for having better learning experiences. 
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Questionnaire
Q1. Have you used Moodle before?
a) Yes 
b) No 
Q2. What do you like about it or what you don’t?
Q3. How often do you use it?
a) 2-3
b) 3-4
c) 4-5
d) 5-more
Q4. Why do you use it?
Q5. How easy is it for you to use Moodle?
a) Easy 
b) Quite easy
c) It was confusing but I am getting better
Q6. Why?
Q7. What do you think is improving your learning?
Q8. Do you think Moodle has helped you overall your level of knowledge?
Q9. Why?


Easy	Quite Easy	It was confusing but I am getting better 	0.55559999999999998	0.11115	0.33329999999999999	


Yes	No	0.66669999999999996	0.33329999999999999	


2 to 3	3 to 4	4 to 5	5 to more	0.1111	0.55559999999999998	0.22220000000000001	0.22220000000000001	

