In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating?

In some aspects of touring theatre, the contrast of different pieces created can be very diverse especially on the type of piece created for a specific audience, however it depends on what the concept of the piece is. The different issues can be portrayed for different audience members, social side of it can be done form the age 5 until the age of 16/17, political can be performed for age 18 up to 45 and cultural can be performed for the both audience members however this can spread to all ages. 
Social
The social side of touring theatre can vary, there are different topics and aspects which you can portray to certain children/teenagers it can be any topic for example bullying, acceptance and to be wanted as a friend. These topics can be very direct and honest, if they are portrayed correctly for this you need to do research into what factors of a child’s life is. To get a better understanding of what you can do for the show you should research what’s happening in the media and how children can be affected by what they watch. Children at the age of 5-10 need to have friends as it is helpful for their social status and to keep out of trouble, so by this logic you can do a show about bullying to help children understand that bullying can be dangerous. 

Political
Teaching children about politics in theatre especially touring theatre can effect children’s opinions.  To teach children about politics can be very difficult but if you teach them to have their own voice and not for people to drill thoughts into their heads to let them make the decision, to have their own opinion, to make them have their own choice and their own voice. In this aspect it can be taught through memories as I was born in the 90s so politics has changed drastically I’ve always been told to have my own opinion and voice and not to let anyone else tell me different so portraying this to children is a key aspect. 

Cultural
Culture is such an amazing topic to teach to children as most of our class were brought up in different areas where there is such a vast multicultural background, for example where I am from is a very proud welsh town and most people there speak welsh and enjoy the country that we live in, so to teach children about why they need to embrace their heritage is important. Children need to also know that there is such a vast collection of different cultures all across the world and to not judge anyone for what creed or religion that they are. Culture is a huge part of children’s lives because they need to understand who they are and be proud of the heritage that they are born into. 
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Quotes  
“we are all different, certainly. I’m not like you. You’re not like me that’s why we think that life is great. So join us as we celebrate” What I like about me
“Friends show their love in times of trouble not in times of happiness” Euripides quotes    


